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T > 0I 2°p^ FP l “ Peni s Preadem Albeqo Fujimori arrived 
in Canada Friday for talks with Prime Minister Ryu taro Hashimo- 
,o of Japan on possible steps lo end the extended hostage crisis at 

Mr. Ryimori’s plane 

Jantfcdui light snow more than three boors late at 1250 n m. (1750 
Hashimoto was scheduled to arrive at 5 m (2200 
QMl’^The^two were scheduled to meet Saturday. TTieoSs wne 
plarnoj after Tokyo criticised Mr. Fujimori’s tough line against 
■nipacAmaru RevolutioniBy Movement rebels holding 72 promi- 
nent Taiwan, Bolivian and Japanese captives. Japan was origi- 
D^y.concemed when it appeared that the International Committee 
of the Red Cross would stop bringing food and water to the 
hostages because of feigned attacks and other aggressive acts by 
Peru's special operations police. Then on Monday, rebels fired on 
police in a military style parade aroimd the Japanese embassy com- 
pound. Thai^as the closest the crisis has come to a clash since the 
Maorist-Leninist commando took the residence on Dec. 17. 
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Telethon raises JD209,000 for needy 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A total of JD209.532 was collected on Fri- 
day through a telethon programme for raising funds to help 
needy families through extending financial assistance. Her 
Royal Highness Princess Basina, head of the higher committee 
of the charity campaign, told Jordan Television (JTV) that in 
cooperation with JTV, the Queen Alia Fund (QAF) for Social 
Development launched a programme to collect aid to help the 
poor (see page 3). “Collective action among Jordanians is not 
new m our community and I hope that concerted efforts will 
lead us to overcome oil obstacles and challenges," said Princess 
Basma. “All of us should do our best to alleviate the suffering 
of some families who are deprived of their daily basic needs. 
Any contribution will lead to help many who arc in dire need. 
The campaign is an annual activity organised by QAF aiming at 
supporting the needy," 


Price: Jordan 200 Fils 


I'lic 

nuulk j tit. i. , 

IhtihLv. Uv l r " 0l Jik 

\ : 

Ka I,,.. 

ii, ^ 

tunic 

Diana plans >>nl a ^ 
sale f or ch:irit\ 

1 ONl'H >\ .k, j. 

he. ncddi,., 

museum .in.l u .,4 . 4 
d'Cssk-s lot JtHlj j*? 
ivr-aul II. I '.hK fo,*; 
vtul the v\ nil. „||, L . ir4 jr 
throne l*i m., t li.irLs i> j*. i 
tnnu-d in u-.k-fnv ha ^ 

Ull\l "pills ik . MU . U |n| L . |Vs ^ 

I lie C\ ‘tiNClHimi.il r, i\ , ( | 

"She "ill 1 live Iha ijj : 

mu-u./s ht V r .■ 

Mill lik'd 111.; -..,1.1 ,!, 

U\c \ u t« '!i. \lK-n muse® 
l** r lvim.in. :.i i-iiMk .hspfav.- 
tiv ncwsjU!- i s „il ~\ifc 
-.line lilt is" Y A ill .iNliqm 

tlu' nio-i ■;! ...'ii;.iu‘ 4*jwi 1 




U S. letter to Palestinians 
promises to ensure Israeli 
, adherence to Jan. 15 accord 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — The United 
Sties has given Palestini- 
ans an unprecedented 
promise to make Israel 
abide by the Jan. 15 accord 
on extending Palestinian 
self-rule, the Haaretz 
newspaper reported on Fri- 
day. 

The paper’s military cor- 
respondent wrote that he 
had seen a copy of the 
secret letter containing the 
US. guarantees sent by 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher to Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat when 
the accord was signed. 

Mr. Christopher sent par- 
allel letters to Mr. Arafat 
and . Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu when 
die two men finalised the 
accord which focused on 
withdrawing Israeli troops 
frommost of the West Bank 


f ,u ' i u ‘"; 1 ^ frummost of the West Bank 
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"there is an unequivocal 
Amencan obligation to 
assist with implementation 
of the agreement,” notably 
q^ing Israel carries out 
fiatifer troop withdrawals 
frpaftbe West Bank, the 
negflbaper reported.. 

toins of the 
tpw^I^ael also promised 
im^ldnent other out- 
jp yiding commitments 

natter interim peace 


also promised 
|p im^ldnent other out- 
jppdhjlg . commitments 
natter aj§&5 interim peace 
agreemepL 

Thes^ include releasing 
Palestinian prisoners, open- 
ing “safe-passage” corri- 


dors between the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, and 
authorising the opening of 
Gaza air and sea ports. 

“In the case Israel violates 
the agreement, Washington 
committed itself to ensur- 
ing the accord’s implemen- 
tation,” Haaretz said. 

Zeev Schiff, the newspa- 
per’s veteran mili tary 
affairs correspondent, said 
it was the first time Wash- 
ington had made such a 
strongly worded diplomatic 
commitment to the Pales- 
tinians in tbeir dealings 
with Israel. 

“By making such a com- 
mitment, the Americans 
made a gesture towards the 
Palestinian (National) 
Authority (PNA), enlarging 
their involvement in carry- 
ing out the agreement,” he 
said. 

Israel made Mr. Christo- 
pher’s letter to Mr. 
Netanyahu public at the 
time the Hebron deal was 
signed. 

But the text of the mes- 
sage to Mr. Arafat has never 
been revealed and Israeli 
opponents to the Hebron 
accord have voiced fears it 
contains secret promises 
which datitt fort* Israel lo 
give up territory to the 
Palestinians. 

U.S. officials have only 
said that the two letters 
were “similar,” while 
Haaretz said the message to 
Mr. Arafat did not contra- 
dict what Mr. Christopher 


wrote to Mr. Netanyahu. 

In the letter to Mr. 
Netanyahu, the U.S. offi- 
cial confirmed that Israel 
was obliged to carry out 
three further troop rede- 
ployments from the West 
Bank by mid- 1998 as 
required under the 1995 
interim agreements. 

But Mr. Christopher 
insisted it was up to Israel 
alone to decide on the 
extent of these handovers, 
which are to precede The 
completion of negotiations 
on the final status of the 
Palestinian territories. 

Palestinians say the three- 
staged pullback should put 
up to 90 per cent of die 
West Bank under their con- 
trol even before a final 
peace settlement is negoti- 
ated, while Israelis put the 
figure as low as 45 percent. 

Under the terms of the 
Hebron deal, final-status 
negotiations are due to 
begin by mid-March. 

The talks are to determine 
the final bonders and status 
of the Palestinian entity, the 
fate of Jewish settlements, 
the fixture of Jerusalem' and 
the right-of-retum of Pales- 
tinian refugees. 

In . a. tough speech, Mr. 
Netanyahu on Thursday 
vowed to strengthen Jewish 
settlement in Hebron and 
elsewhere in the West Bank 
and to prevent the estab- 
lishment of an independent 
Palestinian state. 

“We will preserve and 


Israel refuses any unilateral 
withdrawal from S. Lebanon 

Syria defends Lebanese right to resistance, says 
Israel could ensure security by leaving Lebanon 


Virginia to retire rac 
offensive state song 
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HAIFA (Agencies) — 
Israel’s military chief-of- 
staff, General Amnon Sfaa- 
hak, rejected on Friday any 
unilateral withdrawal of 
Israeli forces from South 
Lebanon. 

“A unilateral withdrawal 
of our troops from South 
Lebanon would only threat- 
en the safety of towns in 
oortbern.IsraeL,” Gen. Sha- 
hak said .on Israel Radio 
during a . hospital visit here 
to an Israeli soldier wound- 
ed in South Lebanon. 

An Israeli army officer 
and two other soldiers were 
killed and a fourth wound- 
ed on Thursday when Iran- 
ian-backed HizboUah guer- 
rillas detonated a bomb in 
Israel’s self-declared “secu- 
rity* zone” in South 
Lebanon. 

“There is no one to con- 
clude an accord with in 
Lebanon, the government 
in Beirut cannot or will not 
take responsibility for what 
happens in South 
Lebanon,” Gen. Shahak 
added, 

, Israeli Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai also 
called on Syria, the main 
'foreign power broker in 
Lebanon, with 35,000 Syr- 
ian troops stationed there, 
to resume peace talks with 
Israel. 

“It’s the only way to end 
the terrorism and violence,” 
Ml Mordechai said. 

Israel has stepped up 
diplomatic efforts in the 
past week to bring Syria 
” back into peace talks, 
frozen since February last 
year. 

But .Damascus rebuffed 
the probes, insisting Israel 
commit to a pullout from 


the Golan Heights. 

Hizbollab, which has 
vowed to force Israel out of 
southern Lebanon, has 
killed four Israeli soldiers 
and wounded 15 since the 
beginning of the year. 

The last deadly Hizbol- 
lah attack was carried out 
on Jan. 8 when an Israeli 
soldier was killed. and nine 
others wounded. 

Syrian Vice-President 
Abdul Halim Khaddam, in 
response to Israel’s calls to 
rein in HizboUah, said the 
group has the right to fight 
Israeli occupation troops in 
South Lebanon. 

“This Lebanese move- 
ment is not fighting in 
Israeli territory but resisting 
against the Israelis in 
Lebanese territory,” Mr. 
Khaddam said, quoted by 
the official news agency 
SANA on Friday. 

Israel’s Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
called Thursday for Syria 
to curb the Iranian-backed 
HizboUah. 

“Let them (Israel) get out 
and there will be calm for 
them, there will be calm for 
Lebanon, and there wiU be 
calm for us,” replied Mr. 
Khaddam, speaking from a 
Gulf tour. 

Mr. Netanyahu said “the 
simplest and most basic 
thing needed to be done is 
for Syria to restrain 
HizboUah, stop war and the 
carnage in Lebanon and of 
course, find with us the for- 
mula for returning to the 
negotiating table.” 

“We wish peace with 
Syria, and we want to 
resume the negotiations 
with it” he said. 

“But what we are seeing 


is that Syria, in effect is 
enabling an unceasing war 
to be waged against Israel 
and IDF (Israel Defence 
Force) soldiers in Lebanon 
through HizboUah.” 

France is keen to help 
Syria and Israel resolve 
their differences ahead of a 
possible resumption of 
peace negotiations, Israeli 
Foreign Minister David 
Levy said Frday. 

Speaking after holding 
talks in Paris with French 
President Jacques Chirac, 
Mr. Levy said be had 
stressed that talks with 
Syria, must be resumed. 

“France considers today 
that there is a chance to do 
it” Mr. Levy said. 

‘T did not however, ask 
Mr. Chirac to pass on a 
message to the Syrians,” he 
stressed, adding that Paris 
would be kept abreast of 
preparations for a resump- 
tion in the Israeli -Syrian 
talks. 

Mr. Levy also called on 
Mr. Chirac to support calls 
for an end to violence in 
South Lebanon. 

He said Syria bad direct 
responsibility for the situa- 
tion in the region, and 
accused Damascus of fun- 
nelling aims from Iran to 
HizboUah guerrillas. 

For his part, Mr. Chirac 
said he was “pleased to 
note the determination of 
the Israeli government to 
push ahead with the peace 
process,” spokeswoman 
Catherine Colonna said. 

Mr. Levy was due to hold 
talks with his French coun- 
terpart Herve De Charette 
on Friday afternoon before 
spending the weekend in 
Paris on a private visit. 


strengthen the settlement of ■ 
the Jewish people in the 
land of Israel,” Mr. 
Netanyahu said. “This 
means to strengthen it in 
(the settlements of) Shilo 
and Beit Ai, and Hebron 
and Jerusalem.” 

Mr. Netanyahu spoke at 
an event marking 18 years 
since theestablishment of 
the religious seminary at 
Shilo, to religious settlers 
and their supporters who in 
recent weeks have been 
upset by Israel’s puUout 
from most of Hebron. 

Joseph Gutnick, the Aus- 
tralian millionaire from the 
orthodox movement 
Chabad who is a major con- 
tributor to the settlers, 
urged Mr. Netanyahu to 
order more settlement 
activity in the West B ank. 

“All of us here fought for 
your election as prime min- 
ister,” Mr. Gutnick told Mr. 
Netanyahu. “We believe in 
you as the champion of the 
cause of a Jewish state, and 
not an Israeli-Arab state. 
We are confident that in the 
weeks ahead. You will not 
let us down.” 

Settler leaders have 
claimed that despite Mr. 
Netanyahu ’s tough rhetoric, 
settlement activity has 
hardly increased since he 
took office seven months 
ago. 

Mr. Netanyahu was non- 
committal on any exact set- 

(Continued on page 7) 

Israel may 

reconsider 

Hamas 

leader's 

extradition 

TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Israel is reviewing its ini- 
tial request to the United 
States to extradite a Hamas 
leader sought for financing 
and plotting attacks on 
Israelis, a newspaper said 
Friday. 

Musa Mohammad Abu 
Marzouk. a Palestinian 
who has been jailed in New 
York for 18 months, last 
week paved the way for 
standing trial in Israel 
when he decided to drop 
his fight against extradi- 
tion. 

Hamas, militant group, 
has warned of renewed vio- 
lence should Dr. Abu Mar- 
zouk be sent to Israel. 
Hamas attacks on Israelis 
could harm Israeli-Pales- 
tinian peace efforts. 

The Yediot Ahronor 
newspaper Friday quoted 
officials in Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu's 
office as saying that a 
renewal of the extradition 
request was now under 
review. 

Security officials will 
recommend to the prime 
minister, as one options, to 
withdraw the extradition 
request, the newspaper 
said. 

In such an event. Dr. Abu 
Marzouk, who is not a U.S. 
citizen, might be deported 
from the United States, the 
newspaper said. 

However, Israeli experts 
said Israel would have little 
choice but to go through 
the trial despite the risks to 
the peace process. Israel 

(Continued on page 7) 





BYPASSING CHECKPOINT: Palestinians run past an Israeli army jeep into Jerusalem after they 
bypassed the checkpoint on the Bethlehem-Jerusalem road to attend prayers at tire AI Aqsa Mosque on 
the fourth Friday of Ramadan (see page 12) (Reuters photo) 


Netanyahu due here 
Wednesday to discuss 
peace, bilateral ties 


By P. V.Vlvekanand 

Jordah Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu is expected to 
visit Jordan on Wednesday 
for talks with His Majesty 
King Hussein on the Mid- 
dle East peace process and 
bilateral relations, an offi- 
cial source said Friday. 

It will be Mr. 
Netanyahu’s first visit to 
Jordan after he and Pales- 
tinian leader Yasser Arafat 
signed an agreement on 
Israeli redeployment in 
Hebron and further Israeli 
withdrawals from rural 
areas of the West Bank. 

The visit also comes 
ahead of separate visits to 
the U.S. by Mr. Netanyahu 
and the King to discuss 
with President Bill Clinton 
the course of the Middle 
East peace process. 

The source said Jordan 
was also expecting a visit 
by Israeli Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai to the 
Kingdom in February, but 
said it was not immediately 
clear whether Mr. 


Mordechai would accom- 
pany the prime minister or 
make a separate visit. 

Mr. Netanyahu's visit to 
Jordan comes in line with a 
message Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti sent 
him last week expressing 
the Kingdom's interest in 
“working to strengthen 
bilateral ties,” now that the 
stalemate over Hebron was 
over, according to official 
sources. 

The sources, however, 
cautioned that Jordan’s 
desire to improve ties with 
Israel did not mean that a 
“carte blanche for the Jew- 
ish state” to adopt arbitrary 
moves in the implementa- 
tion of the agreements it 
signed with the Palestini- 
ans. 

“The strength of (the Jor- 
danian-Israeli) relationship 
is definitely contingent 
upon Israel living up to all 
its commitments and agree- 
ments,” said an official last 
week. 

Asked what would be the 
key topics for discussions 

(Continued on page 7) 


Alliance for Mideast 
peace established in 
Copenhagen meeting 


COPENHAGEN (J.T.) — 
His Majesty King Hnssein 
has voiced support for the 
efforts that on Thursday 
culminated in the birth of 
the first popular movement 
grouping Jordanian, Pales- 
tinian. Egyptian and Israeli 
peace activists. 

In a message the King 
sent to the Copenhagen 
meeting, the 

“International Alliance for 
Arab-Israeli Peace ” which 
concluded Friday said that 
the time has come for the 
peoples of this region to 
embark on economic and 
political construction fol- 
lowing years of instability 
and conflict. 

The King’s message 
which was delivered on his 
behalf by former Royal 
Court Chief Adnan Abu 
Odeh, who is also the King- 
dom’s former delegate to 
the U.N., expressed Jor- 
dan's pride in being party to 
phrasing the Copenhagen 
Declaration on peace in the 
Middle East. 

The King said the peoples 
of the region look forward 


Jordan seeks to 'establish the facts' in 
reported Kuwait assault on Jordanians 


By P.V.Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan is 
pursuing efforts to establish 
the facts in a reported 
assault on Jordanian prison- 
ers in Kuwait and is hoping 
that friendly countries 
would help the Kingdom 
ensure the safety and well- 
being of its citizens in the 
emirate, officials said Fri- 
day. 

The officials were speak- 
ing one day after His 
Majesty King Hussein sum- 
moned the American and 
British ambassadors to Jor- 
dan and expressed concern 
over reports about mistreat- 
ment of Jordanian prisoners 
in Kuwait. 

The officials’ comments 
. also indicated that the gov- 
ernment was not satisfied 
with Kuwait's blanket 
rejection of reports that 
Kuwaiti security forces 
stormed the Salbiya prison 
on Jan. 22 and beat up Jor- 
danian prisoners in retalia- 
tion for a public appeal for 
release by the prisoners. 


At least 20 prisoners were 
injured, and five remained 
in hospital, independent 
sources told the Jordan 
Times Wednesday. 

A statement issued by the 
Arab Organisation for 
Human Rights (AOHR) on 
Thursday indicated that at 
least three prisoners were 
seriously wounded and 
remained hospitalised. 

The officials noted that 
Jordan, whose embassy in 
Kuwait remained closed 
since the Gulf crisis, was 
unable to obtain direct 
information on the reported 
incident from the emirate, 
and as such it had to seek 
help from third parties. 

The reported incident, 
political observers said, 
could set back efforts to 
normalise relations with 
Jordan and Kuwait 

Kuwait has been sending 
conflicting signals over 
efforts for normalisation of 
relations. Its government 
has indicated that it would 
like normal relations but 
that hardline politicians in 
parliament and a segment 


of the Kuwaiti public 
opposed the move. 

In his meeting on Thurs- 
day with American Ambas- 
sador Wesley Egan and 
British Ambassador Peter 
Hinchcliffe, the King 
“expressed hope that the 
British and American gov- 
ernments will clarify’ the 
situation and stressed that 
Kuwait is duty-bound to be 
committed to international 
rules concerning the treat- 
ment of prisoners,” the Jor- 
dan News Agency. Petra 
said. 

The question of mistreat- 
ment of Jordanian prisoners 
in Kuwait was also raised ar 
a Parliament session on 
Wednesday by Deputy 
Fawzi Toueimeh who 
demanded that the govern- 
ment take action in obtain- 
ing full information about 
this issue through diplomat- 
ic channels. 

Replying to the request 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Abdullah Ensour said that 
die government was fol- 

(Continued on page 7) 


towards ending die state 
of fear and to start a sta- 
ble and secure life where 
justice prevails. 

The King thanked Den- 
mark for hosting the meet- 
ing and the European 
Union for its efforts 
towards the peace process. 

The “International 
Alliance for Arab-lsraeli 
Peace” is the first of its 
kind grouping Jordanian, 
Egyptian. Palestinian and 
Israeli public figures. 

Equally significant, the 
Copenhagen meeting was 
attended by representatives 
of hardline Palestinian 
groups such as the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (PJ^LP). the 
Democratic Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine 
(DFLP) and even the 
Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment. Hamas, which had 
expressed strong reserva- 
tions over the treatment of 
the declaration for the issue 
of occupied Arab East 
Jerusalem. 

(Continued on page 7) 

Swedish 
official 
leaves after 
promising 
support 

AMMAN (J.T.) — 

Swedish Under-Secretary 
of State Jan Eliasson left 
here Friday after talks that 
focused on the Middle East 
peace process and Jordan- 
ian-Swedish relations as 
well as ongoing negotia- 
tions between the Kingdom 
and the European Union 
(EU) on a partnership. 

In talks with Mr. Elias- 
son, His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan 
expressed hope that a 
meeting of European 
Union (EU) foreign minis- 
ters in Barcelona in April 
will seriously discuss plans 
for helping tile social, eco- 
nomic and political devel- 
opment in the Middle East. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Iraqis 


blast Clinton, 
fear for oil accord 


BAGHDAD (Rj — Shop- 
pers in Baghdad are cursing 
U.S. President Bill Clinton 
and say Washington is 
reviving its vendetta 
against President Saddam 
Hussein to scupper Iraq’s 
oil-for-food deal with the 
United Nations. 

Their concern, they said, 
was sparked by the use of 
some of the toughest 
remarks against the Bagh- 
dad government since Mr. 
Clinton took office four 
years ago. 

Officials at the State 
Department on Wednesday 
branded the Iraqi leader a 
“demon” and said there 
were signs of a power 
struggle in Baghdad. 

“He (Clinton) is the great- 
est demon. We heard the 
news from foreign radios. 
They should be ashamed of 
themselves to say these 
things,” said Rasoul Babon, 
a Baghdadi shopper bom in 
the Kurdish city of 
Sulaimaniva. 

'it is clear their aim is to 
kill the oil deal. The U.S. 
delayed it when our troops 
liberated Erbil. Now it is 
using this as an excuse,” 
said Urn Salom, packing 
some onions and tomatoes 
in her basket. 

When Iraqi troops sided 
with one Kurdish faction to 
drive another from the Kur- 
dish administrative capital 
of Erbil in August. Wash- 
ington responded by two 
waves of missile attacks on 
Iraq and a decision to delay 
the implementation of the 
Iraq-U.N. oil-for-food deal 
signed in May. 

The deal, finally imple- 
mented in December, 
allows Iraq oil sales of $2 
billion in six months to buy 
food and medicine for its 
more than 20 million peo- 
ple suffering from trade 
sanctions imposed by the 
United Nations after Iraq 
invaded Kuwait in 1990. 

In Washington on 
Wednesday, White House 
spokesman Mike McCurry 
offered a (erse but carefully 
jWDrded assessment of. the 
political situation in Bagh- 
dad. 

“There are a great deal of 
complicated internal strag- 
gles for power" going on. 


m 

on 


Mr. McCurry said 
response to questions 
reports on Tuesday sug- 
gesting instability in Iraq 
based on comments by a 
senior U.S. military offi- 
cial. 

The unnamed official said 
President Saddam had put 
his wife under house arrest 
and was changing locations 
more often out of apparent 
fear for his safety, and that 
his son Uday, who was shot 
and wounded in Baghdad 
on Dec. 1 2, might lose a leg 
to gangrene. 

“Since the end of the war 
over Kuwait (in 1991) the 
U.S. has been thinking our 
government will fall any 
time and it has noL I won- 
der how longer they will 
have to wait,” said a jour- 
nalist who refused to be 
named. 

An Iraqi government 
spokesman Ridiculed the 
U.S. statements alleging a 
power struggle in Baghdad, 
saying they were a “Distor- 
tion and propaganda ploy 
against Iraq.” 

“It seems the operating 
crew of information lies in 
Washington has resumed its 
tasks of misleading the 
public opinion in the Unit- 
ed States and renewing fear 
among Kuwaiti rulers." the 
spokesman said in a state- 
ment published by the offi- 
cial Iraqi News Agency 
(INA) on Thursday. 

Several Iraqis likened the 
current U.S. campaign 
against Iraq to the one 
launched when President 
Saddam's two sons-in-law 
defected to Jordan in 
August 1995 and were 
killed by relatives shortly 
after their return to Bagh- 
dad in February 1996. 

“Nothing happened in 
those days and nothing is 
going to happen now. We 
are all relatives and kins- 
men of Saddam Hussein," 
said a member of the ruling 
Baath Party. 

The Baathists number 
more than one million. On - 
Wednesday INA' reported 
that two party divisions in 
Baghdad staged an exercise 
on "ways of helping in the 
fight against crime in the 
country. 



TREASURED FIND: A lion made out of limestone reclines in the yard of the Cyprus museum in Nicosia 
on Friday after being unearthed in the vicinity of an ancient royal tomb at Tam ass os in central Cyprus. 
The statue, one of two discovered, dates from the 6th century BC (Reuters photo) 


Kuwaiti Christian converts 
back to Islam after furore 


l 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
A Kuwaiti citizen whose con- 
version to Christianity led to a 
court conviction for apostasy 
and stirred an international 
furore has returned to Islam, a 
newspaper said Thursday. 

Robert Hussein Qambar 
was convicted of apostasy at 
the end of May in Kuwait’s 
religious courts for turning 
from his Muslim faith and 
embracing Christianity, and 
then left the country for the 
United States in August. 

Friday’s edition of the local 
A1 Rai Al Aam. published laie 
Thursday, said Mr. Qambar. 
44, returned to Islam, and 
quoted him repeating the 
Muslim profession of faith: “1 
witness there is no God but 
God. and Mohammad is His 
Messenger.’’ 

The paper said his profes- 
sion of faith was made on 
Wednesday, less than' three 
weeks after returning to 
Kuwait from the U.S. 

Two leaders of the local reli- 
gious group Islam Presenta- 
tion Committee. Sheikh 


Mohammad Al Awadhi and 
Sheikh Salah Al R ashed, 
heard him profess his newly 
refound faith, the report said. 

Sheikh Rashed said Mr. 
Qambar now had to profess 
his faith before a court to 
make his reconversion to 
Islam official. 

He was convicted of aposta- 
sy by a Shiite Muslim reli- 
gious court on May 29, a con- 
viction which carried no 
penalties, except to pay the 
costs of the lawsuit that was 
brought against him by 
Islamist lawyers. 

Mr. Qambar, who said he 
converted to Christianity in 
1994, claimed that he faced 
death threats for his Christian 
conversion and that his wife 
left him, taking two children, 
at the end of 1995. 

The case created a furore in 
the international' media and 
also among politicians in 
Europe and the United States, 
who criticised the religious 
court’s ruling convicting Mr. 
Qambar of apostasy and con- 
demned threats to his life. 


Iranian leader warns against possible U.S. attack 


TEHRAN (AFP)— Iran's 
paramount leader Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei warned the 
United Slates on Friday 
against contemplating a 
military attack against Iran. 

“We don't believe an 
attack is possible, but the 
Iranian people are afraid of 
nothing.” Ayatollah 

Khamenei told the weekly 
prayers at Tehran Universi- 
IV. 

He was making a rare 
appearance as prayer leader 
to mark the anniversary of 


the death of Imam Ali, a 
prominent Shiite Muslim 
figure and the son-in-law 
of Prophet Mohammad, and 
on the eve of the anniver- 
sary of the 1979 Islamic 
revolution on Feb. 10. 
1979. 

“If there was a brainy 
man among the American 
leaders, which I doubt, he 
would know that an attack 
Iran would be to the 


on 


detriment of the 
States and benefit 
revolution." the 


United 
of our 
Iranian 


leader said. 

"Those who believe Iran 
will buckle unter pressure 
and threats are badly mis- 
taken. We will not cave in 
for as much as the tip of a 
needle.” he warned. 

Washington, accusing 
Iran of sponsoring 
international terrorism and 
mounting a military 
buildup, has waged a fierce 
campaign to isolate the 
country. 

“The Americans commit 
childish and stupid acts by 


going to every little coun- 
try in the most far-flung 
areas to pressure them to 
sever their ties with us," 
Ayatollah Khamenei said. 
"But this has been a useless 
undertaking and we have 
good relations with the 
world.” 

The Iranian leader also 
blasted Washington for 
“crying out over an alleged 
Iranian threat to its neigh- 
bours when we acquire a 
few' warships to defend our 
borders." 


U.S. pressing S. Arabia 
over religious freedom 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
United States is pressing 
Saudi Arabia to permit U.S. 
officials to worship freely in 
the strictly Islamic kingdom, a 
senior U.S. official said on 
Thursday. 

Assistant Secretary of State 
John Shattuck was speaking 
as the State Department pub- 
lished an annual human rights 
report that spotlighted lack of 
religious and other freedoms 
in Saudi Arabia. 

“We have been very con- 
cerned and have raised both 
privately and publicly the 
issue of freedom of religion 
and particularly the question 
of the free exercise of religion 
by United States personnel 
when they are in Saudi Ara- 
bia,” Mr. Shattuck said. 

Mr. Shattuck. who oversaw 
publication 'of The worldwide 
report, told a news conference 
that the section mi Saudi Ara- 
bia indicated “tbe difficulties 
of, in fact almost impossibili- 
ties of, exercising freedom of 
religion.” 

“I think our engagement on 
this subject is very important 
in terms of presenting a cli- 
mate in which individuals 
from overseas are able to 
practice their faith,” he said. 
“We are going to press to 
make sure that that is possible 
in the future as well.” 

Mr. Shattuck was speaking 
after Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright 

announced that religious free- 
dom around the world would 
be a new priority of U.S. 
human rights policy. She did 
not specifically mention 
Saudi Arabia. 

The annual rights report 
stated that freedom of religion 


“does not exist” in Saudi Ara- 
bia. where public and private 
non-Muslim religious activi- 
ties were banned. 

It cited a case where a 
Christian service was broken 
up by police and religious vig- 
ilantes known as 
Mutawwa’in, and the man 
who hosted the service was 
punished by lashing. 

The report did not specifi- 
cally mention problems faced 
by U.S. personnel in Saudi 
Arabia who include some 
5,000 troops as well as diplo- 
matic staff. 

Despite Washington's close 
political ties with Riyadh, the 
report was sharply critical of 
Saudi human rights practices, 
charging that the government 
“commits and tolerates seri- 
i ous .bi^.ngh^^^.’,; . , 

It said Saudi security forces 
carried out arbitrary arrests 
and abused detainees. Tbe 
government prohibited or 
restricted freedom of speech, 
the press, assembly and asso- 
ciation as well as religion, it 
said. The report said that after 
a five-month period without 
executions in Saudi Arabia 
they resumed March 15. By 
year’s end the authorities had 
beheaded 66 men and three 
women for offences ranging 
from murder to witchcraft. 

In a brief reference to a 
truck-bomb explosion that 
killed 19 UJS. servicemen 
near Dhahran on June 25, the 
report said Saudi authorities 
had “arrested dozens of peo- 
ple" but the investigation was 
continuing at year's end. 

U.S. officials have com- 
plained recently of lack of 
information from the Saudis 
in the investigation. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


1.75 million attend prayers in Mecca and Medina 

MECCA (.AFP) — More than 1.75 million people attended 
Fridav prayers in the two mosques of Mecca and Medina, 
Islam’s two holiest shrines, the official Saudi Press Agency 
(SPA) reported. SPA said the number of pilgrims passing 
through the holy sites was expected to grow during the last 
10 days of the Holy Month of Ramadan, which ends on Feb. 
8 with the 'Eid Al Fitr ceremony. The main annual pilgrim- 
age. is due to take place in mid-April this year. Last year’s 
pilgrimage drew around 1.6 million people to Mecca alone. 

Lebanon sends back 125 Syrian Kurds 

TRIPOLI, (AFP) — Lebanon has sent back 125 Syrian 
Kurds who were smuggled into the country on the promise 
of safe passage to Greece but abandoned on small islands off 
the shore, military sources said Friday. The Kurds were 
taken Thursday in army vehicles from a military base in the 
northern port city of Tripoli to the post of Al Dabboussieh 
on the Syrian border, the sources said. The migrants, mostly 
women and children, were handed over to Syrian security, 
they said. Smugglers abandoned the Kurds on Monday on 
two islands some 10 kilometres off the coast of Tripoli after 
having told them safe passage to Greece. The army trans- 
ferred the migrants, who had no identity' papers and were 
from the Qamishli region in the extreme northeast of Syria 
near the Iraqi bonier, to a military base in Tripoli. Five of 
them were taken to hospital suffering from cold and hunger. 
The sources said five suspects are being questioned in 
Lebanon for smuggling the migrants from Syria. Under 
Lebanese law, illegal immigrants are detained for one 
month. But authorities decided to return the Kurds sooner 
because of their large number and poor state, they said. 

Lebanese university teachers stage strike 

BEIRUT (R) — Some 1.600 lecturers at state-run' Lebanese 
university staged a one-day strike on Friday to protest 
against tbe government's refusal to meet their long-standing 
demands. The teacher’s demands include the allocation of 
150 billion Lebanese pounds (S97 million) for the universi- 
ty in the state budget, full tenure for contract staff, a new pay- 
scale, a cost of living pay rise and other pay benefits. Par- 
liament will end on Saturday a four-day debate of the draft 
1997 state budget which proposes revenues of 4.100 billion 
pounds and expenditures of 6.433 billion pounds — a deficit 
of about 36 per cent. The budget allocates 1 24 billion for the 
Lebanese University. The strike which closed down the uni- 
versity’s campuses across Lebanon, idled 45,1)00 students. 
“It is a general strike that closed all university campuses in 
Beirut and the regions and students are now discussing with 
their teachers and administrators reasons for the strike." Pro- 
fessor Issara Khalifeh, head of the executive committee of 
the university teachers told Reuters. “A one-day strike is the 
first step towards a tougher action and more comprehensive 
steps if the government policies remain unchanged with 
regard to the university needs and demands.” he added. 

Sweden seeks clarity in fate of Iranian 

STOCKHOLM (AFP) — The Swedish government is seek- 
ing to know what has happened to Iranian journalist and dis- 
sident Faraj Sarkuhi, who was arrested by the Iranian secret 
service. Deputy Foreign Minister Pierre Schori said Friday. 
Former Iranian President Abolhassan Bani-Sadr said Thurs- 
day that Sarkuhi had been arrested for a second time in 
■Tehran. S^rk^hj disappeared a fijpt time hetweenNov. 4 and 
-.Pec.; 20; lasL year.* when.it wa& .announced, that; bkted ,W\V 
elled to Germany. In it better published in.the German paper 
Tageszeitung on Thursday, Sarbahi said that he hpd in real- 
ity been imprisoned in Tehran by the Iranian secret service 
but had been forced to say that he was in Germany. Tehran 
has accused Sarkuhi of spying for Germany. “The informa- 
tion about his fate is very concerning.” Mr. Schori said. “We 
have asked our embassy in Tehran to try to get information 
from the Iranian authorities. At the same rime we are work- 
ing within the European Union to address the issue with 
Tehran," he said. Mr. Schori said Mr. Sarkuhi could be wel- 
comed in Sweden. “He would have to seek asylum, and then 
the matter would have to be examined. But first and fore- 
most we want to know what has happened to him." he said 

Turkish cargo ship sinks 

RIZE ( API — A Turkish cargo ship sank off this Black Sea 
coastal town in heavy storms, and the Turkish navy was 
searching for three missing crew members, a maritime offi- 
cial said. Six crewmen reached shore in lifeboats, when the 
498-gross tonne Ahmet Akdeniz sank late Wednesday, the 
private TGRT television channel said. Nedim Aykan, the 
official who spoke from the Black Sea port city of Samsun, 
said the Georgian coast guard was also taking part in the res- 
cue operation. The Ahmet Akdeniz was carrying flour to the 
Georgian port of Poti from Samsun. Rize is 840 kilometres 
northeast of Ankara, the capital. 


i JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 7731 II-I9 
PROGRAMME TWO 
' 13:30 Cartoon 

■ 14 JO OuK Cross 

1 15:00 Feature Film — "Benji the 
: Hunted" 

j 16:50 Call For Prayer And Lftar 

■ 17:30 Muppci Show 

, 18:00 Serie— - Jack 

• 19:00 .. Le Journal 

: 19:15 Magazine — Ziva 

1 19^30 .. — News Headlines 

1 19:35 Comedy — Hanging with 
! Mr. Cooper 

: 20:00 Oriental Rugs (Documen- 
i urv\ 

i 2030 Prism 

j 21:10 Lois & Clark — The New 
: Adventures of Superman 

22ri)0 News In English 

! 22:25 — MacGyver 

; 23:50 McGyvcr 

: 23:50 Feature Film: “Honlcv 
| Tonk” 

1 01:05 Ramadan Talks 

I PRAYER TIMES 

j 05:06 Fajr 

j 06:26 (Sunrise) Duha 

j 11:49_ Dhuhr 

! 14:47 'Asr 

1 17:13 - - Maghreb 

1 18:32. Tsha 

! CHURCHES 

| Sl Mar\ of Nazareth Church 
| SwdfieK Tel. 810740 
1 Assemblies or God Church Td. 

! 6327S5. 

I St. Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunication 
TeL 637440. 

I De la Salle Church Tel. 661656. 

I Terrasancla Church Tel. 
16223£<S 
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Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
20 JO . — Aqaba (RW) 


Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 623541 

Anglican Church Td. 652S26. 
Armenian Catholic Church 

Td. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. S27126 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. S2432S. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. S45457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Td. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 811295 

En glis h-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Td. 
614190. 


Deserts OCM09 

Jordan Valley 07/16 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 07, Aqaba 16 Humidity 
readings: Amman 67 per cent. 
Aqaba 54 percent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


— 759155 

S98140 

— 5.W35 
,-5522233 
-..661912 
.-..778336 
637055 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by ike Depart- 
ment of Meteondogy 
Cold weather conditions will pre- 
vail with skies partly cloudy, tem- 
peratures rising slightly, and 
winds easterly moderate. On 
Monday, a new depression is 
expected to affect the Kingdom 
causing more rainfall. In Aqaba, 
winds will be northerly moderate 
and seas calm. 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dc FayezAl Dabbas 
Dr. Adrian Zaghloul 
Dr. MazeoAlNbali - 

Dr. FakherBHbdsi „ 

Pints pharmacy 

Ferdows pharmacy . 

Al Ascma pharmacy 

Nairo nkh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy .....636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmdsani pharmacy .-.637660 

Nnjib pharmacy -.-.S47632 

IRBID: 

Dc Mazen .Abu Baker .276852 

Al Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Mazen AlSafarini 9S5S52 
Khalifeh pharmacy ,985417 


Rescue Police 192, 621111. 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank.- 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 

... .630321 

Hotel Complaints 605 S00 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Wafer and Sewerage Com- 
plaints .897467 


Jabal Amman Maternity 

— ......642362 


Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 7S71H 


Maihas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmdsani 

607071 

Shmeisani Hospital ......669131 

University Hospital — 845845 
Al-Muasher Hospital.. 667 22 7A"> 
The Islamic, Abdali 666126/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdaii 66416V6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen 

777101/3 


AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport Tel. 
(08)53200 where it should 
always be verified. Information 
on other flights is obtained on 
telephone (08) 52700 or (08) 
523250. 


Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Overseas Cans .010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis.. - 623101 

AbdaE Telephone Repairs 
.661101 


ALBashir, J. Ashrafieh 

. — 775111/26 

Army, Marka 891611/15 


Jordan Television .773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power Companv 

- 636381 


Queen Alia Hospital 60224O/5Q 

Amal Hospital .674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

S pedal Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) F ligh ts 

08:55 Damascus (RJ) 

09:45 New Delhi (RJ) 

09^5 -Karachi. Dubai (RJ) 

10:( >5 - —...Beirut (RJ) 

10--30 Colombo (RJ) 


Zarqa National 


Hospital 

.(09)983323 

Hospital 

.(09)900560 


EMERGENCIES 


Food Control Centre ...-637 1 1 1 
Crvfl Defence Department 
—661111 


MWMax. temp. 

Amman --...01/08 

Aqaba - 07/17 


Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 
630341 


RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08- 

53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 

— .813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity, J. Anm 
644281/6 


Dui Sina Hospital -..(09)986732 
Al IRkam Modern Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basna Hospital 

(02)275555 


12:15 Jakarta, Abu Dhabi (add) 
(RJ) 

14:45 New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

16:20— -Cairo (RJ) 

16:30 — Jeddah iadd) (RJ) 

17:40 London. Berlin (RJ) 

19:00 — leddah (add) (RTi 

19:35, 


.-.Vienna (RJ) 


— - * 

05:35 Bangkok (add) (RJ) 


Greek 


Catholic Hospital 
(02)272275 


Dm Al 


Nafees Hospital 

(02)247100 


AQABA: 

Princess 


Haya 


Hospital 

,.(03)314111 


Civil Defence Emergency ... 199 


AkDeh Maternity, J. Amu 
642441/2 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 


Other Flights 

12:40 -Muscat. Abu Dhabi (GF) 

15:05 —Vienna (OS) 

-Dubai. Damascus (EK) 

21:00 — —Paris. Damascus (AF) 

Larnaca ICY) 

IT?? —Beirut (ME) 

2™ - Cairo (MS) 

23:40 -Amsterdam, Beirut (XL) 

London (KJ) 

01:00 ..London. Damascus (BA) 
03:45 -Rome |AZ) 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

09 JO Aqaba (RWi 

18:55 .— Sharm Al Sheikh tRW) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:20 —Beirut (RJj 

11:05 -Vienna iRj) 

11:30 Amsterdam. New York 
(RJ) 

U:30 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

11:50 -Paris. Brussels (RJ) 

12:00 .Geneva. Madrid (RJ) 

1^15 — London (Rj) 

- -Cairo (RJ) 

13:45 — Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

•20:00 — , Bombay (Rj) 

Riyadh, Dhahran (RJ) 

20:15 Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

20:20 Xamaca (RJ) 

-Jeddah I RJ) 

-1 ;00 -Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJj 

22:00 Jakarta (add) (Rj) 

Other Flights 

00:15 Damascus. Amsterdam 

(KL) 

Beirut. Athens (OA) 

I? 1 ?®”" - -Beirut (ME) 

13:30 ..Abu Dhabi. Bahrain (GF) 

£5 -Vienna (OS) 

I,!?? - — I.EKl 

— Lamaca(CY) 

-Cairo (M$) 

-3:55 .Abu Dhabi. Bahrain (AFi 

SJJ— - Amsterdam (KL) 

06:30 --Rome (AZ) 

" su --London IKJ) 


HUAZ RAILWAY 
TRAIN 

Dep. Amman 8:00 ajn. every 
Monday 

Am Damascus 5:00 pan. every 
Monday 
Dep. Damscus 7:30 ajn. every 
Sunday 

Air. Amman 5:00 pun. every 
Sundav 


Market prices 

Upper/lmvcr price lit fils per kg. 


^PPle 700/500 

Banana 550/550 


Banana (imported) .900/700 

Cabbage J&j 30 

Carrot .200/160 

Cauliflower. -280/150 

Cucumber (large) 240/140 

Cucumber (small) 350/220 

Eggplant 150/100 

Fava beans 730/500 

Garlic 1150/950 

Grape fruit 160/100 

Eemon .390/250 

Marrow (large) 180/120 

Marrow (small) -.380/200 

°nion (green) -. 150/100 

Onion (dry) 300/120 

Orange 560/400 

Pfc* 900/700 

Pepper (hot) -250/150 

P^PPer (sweet) 300/150 

Potato „ .260/180 

Radish ... 


0 


* 


4 


Spinach „ r?n/l60 

String beans 5SW00 

Tomato J 30/100 


4 


Home 
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HRH Princess Basma Thursday visits with patients in the Princess Rahma Hospital 
where she opened the Thalassemia Section (Petra photo) 

I Princess tours camp, hospital in Irbid 
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IRBID (J.T.) — HRH 
Princess Basma reviewed 
the Ramadan charity cam- 
paign, organised by the 
Queen Alia Fund for 
Social Development 
(QAF), Thursday in Irbid 
govemorate. 

The campaign has thus 
far extended assistance to 
5,000 indigent families. 

Princess Basma toured 


Azmi AJ Mufti Camp near 
Irbid and donated 
JD 10,000 to finance sev- 
eral activities there while 
she inspected the distribu- 
tion of assistance to the 
needy. 

Later, she toured Eidoun 
Social Service Centre 
where she provided ten 
wheelchairs for the handi- 
capped. 


The Princess also 

opened the Thalassemia 
section at Princess Rahma 
Hospital in Irbid city and 
inspected the blood bank 
there. 

She was accompanied 
by Deputies Abdul Rabim 
Ekour, Nader Abul Shaer. 
Saleh Sba'awata and 

other senior officials at 
the govemorate. 
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Debate continues over quota system 
for women in Parliament 
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By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Deputy Tou- 
jan Faisal has once again 
adamantly rejected a pro- 
posal to set a quota for 
seats for women in Parlia- 
ment 

“I fear that a woman 
might [be elected to] Parlia- 
ment simply because she is 
a woman and not because 
she is a qualified politician 
who is willing to work for 
change.” Ms. Faisal said, 
p - The issue of a woman’s 

1 . • J' L_.' .J HI. 


instead should assume the 
role of staying home and 
taking care of their chil- 
dren.” Ms. Faisal said. 

However, she maintained, 
women’s chances of win- 
ning more seats in the 
upcoming elections are 
doubled after the psycho- 
logical barrier was broken 
and a woman finally 
reached Parliament 

“Since die psychological 
barrier has been broken and 
a woman reached the 
House, I think that in the 
next elections more women 
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. quota VMS debated Wednes - L Will- wn Ms: Faisal said, 
day' Sf 'a United States r v " Ms. Faisal also explamed' 
Infoimaiibh 1 Service (USlS)' 1 that several factors co-exist 

which play a role in deter- 
ring women from reaching 
Parliament and other posi- 
tions of leadership. 

“The one-man one-vote, 
(approved by Parliament 
last week), negatively 
impacts women, especially 
as “most candidates depend 
on tribal support which is 
male oriented,” she said. 

“A certain tribe would 
prefer to support a male rel- 
ative even if he is not quali- 
fied, rather supporting a 
female qualified candi- 
date,” Ms. Faisal main- 
tained. 

Further, she stated that 
women running for Parlia- 
ment or any other political 
position need to exert extra 
efforts to prove themselves 
as more qualified that male 
opponents running for the 
same position. 

In addition she said, gen- 
eral social pressure builds 
pressure on most women, 
who break social rules by 
deciding to run for a politi- 
cal seat, and often they fear 
losing the election. 

“Women running for a 
certain election, are expect- 
ed to win, and if they don’t 
it is considered a big shame 
by society. On the other 
hand, if a man runs and 
loses it is considered nor- 
mal,” Ms. Faisal told the 
gathering. 

Also, she said, women’s 
economic situation is weak, 
which stems from old cul- 
tural practices which ruled 
that men should own the 
capital and the women. 

“Because of old social 
practices, women were 
brought up as financially 
dependant on male rela- 
tives, which makes their 
chances minimal in partici- 
pating in political life,” the 
deputy said. 


media forum entitled “Jor- 
danian women in political 
fife.” 

In her rebuff, Ms. Faisal 
differed with Chief Editor 
of the Arabic daily A1 Dus- 
tour Nabil Sharif and Sec- 
retly General of the Jor- 
danian National Forum for 
Women (JNFW) Rand Hin- 
dawi, who supported a 
quota for women in accor- 
dance with certain criteria. 

Dr. Sharif and Ms. Hin- 
dawi responded by affirm- 
ing that experiences abroad 
have effectively proved that 
a quota has helped women 
to reach parliamentary sta- 
tus, and that not necessarily 
will an unqualified woman 
reach the seat. 

Deputy Faisal said that 
the weak presence of 
women in political parties 
and not holding leading 
positions played a factor in 
lack of participation in 
political fife. 

Ms. Faisal, the only 
female deputy in the 
eighty-seat House, called 
on political parties to 
empower Jordanian women 
to assume leading positions 
in their parties, stating that 
there are many Jordanian 
women who are qualified to 
occupy such leading posts 
but are not given the~chance 
due to die history of politi- 
cal parties in Jordan. 

“Before the democratic 
process was instituted in 
1989, political parties were 
banned, oppressed and 
abused, and any achieve- 
ment m«dp by their mem- 
bers went unrecognised,” 
she said. 

In addition, women’s rep- 
resentation in political par- 
ties is weakened because of 
tiie social barriers which 
“ruled that women should 
stay out of politics and 


Ms. Hindawi attributed 
the weak participation of 
women in political life to 
social economic and cul- 
tural factors and stated that 
lack of confidence among 
women is a major factor, 
“because of the way they 
were raised in society.” 

“Most women were 
brought up and expected to 
follow the stereotypical 
role, which is the role of a 
mother who is responsible 
for taking care of her house 
and not participating in 
political ‘life'," Ms. 'Hindawi 
said.' 

For that purpose. Ms. 
Hindawi maintained, the 
JNFW has prepared a 
national strategy in coordi- 
nation with non-govem- 
mental organisations to 
encourage more women to 
participate in the political 
arena. 

“But we prefer that the 
change be slow so that it 
will gain . momentum and 
not fail,” Ms. Hindawi said. 

Dr. Sharif stressed the 
importance of women’s 
participation in political 
life, stating that responsi- 
bility falls on the govern- 
ment to strengthen 
women’s presence in politi- 
cal life. 

He said that (his could be 
accomplished through 
enacting legislation, rules 
and regulations, giving spe- 
cific quotas to women in 
Parliament, the Cabinet and 
other senior positions, sim- 
ilar to what is applicable in 
other countries, such as 
Germany, which enhanced 
women's participation in 
political life through setting 
such a quota. 

Dr. Sharif also said a fac- 
tor working against women 
in political participation is 
the appointment of individ- 
uals by the government for 
top positions. 

“I am against this because 
mostly men are appointed. 
This will frustrate other 
qualified women and deter 
them from attempting polit- 
ical participation,” he 
noted. 

Dr. Sharif added that the 
media also bears responsi- 
bility. 

“Women in the media are 
still portrayed as weak and 
are always expected to fol- 
low a stereotyped role and 
abide by it," he concluded. 
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What’s Going On 


EXHIBITIONS 

^^ikt exhibition from Wadi Dana Nature Reserve (silyta- nature jewelery, jams, 
“fruits) and Jordan River Designs (JRD) ornaments . ^dics, embroi- 

ade^ssdries) at JRD showroom, Jabal Amman, Frist Circle CTd. 613081), until Feb. 
V . - _ 

•j^obibition on the “Institute of the Arab World in Pans” at the French Cultural Centre, 

i.6. • ' 
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Ministry, 
World Bank 
officials meet 

AMMAN (Pena) — Min- 
istry of Agricuture officials 
are meeting with those of the 
World Bank in order to 
obtain assistance to restruc- 
ture the agricultural sector in 
Jordan, Minister of Agricul- 
ture Mustafa Shneikat 
announced Friday. 

This renovation, as envis- 
aged by the ministry, will 
involve promoting agricul- 
tural extension and research 
services, transforming the 
Agricultural Credit Corpora- 
tion into a bank allocating 
loans to fanners, ensuring 
greater contributions from 
the private sector, improving 
agricultural quarantine 
methods near the borders 
and modernising veterinary 
services, be said 

These aims are to be 
achieved through a general 
plan for upgrading agricul- 
tural services, currently 
under study by Jordan and 
the World Bank, he added. 

Dr. Shneikat affirmed the 
Japanese government has 
agreed to finance studies on 
the process of the Agricul- 
tural Credit Corporadon’s 
conversion into a bank as 
well as improving veterinary 
and extension services. 

The minister maintained 
that the project envisages the 
creation of a company to 
market agricultural products, 
open new markets for Jor- 
dan. develop agricultural 
research and locate high 
quality products as well as to 
upgrade the packaging and 
ciassificauon of agricultural 
products. 


JEA to protest against government 


By Gbalia Alul 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Jordan 
Engineers Association 
(JEA) has resolved to 
implement “serious” mea- 
sures against the govern- 
ment in response to the lat- 
ter’s failure to implement a 
memorandum of under- 
standing, JEA Vice Presi- 
dent Hunsi Abu Ghida told 
the Jordan Times Friday. 

The memorandum in 
question was reached with 
a special ministerial com- 
mittee formed to study the 
engineers’ demands, he 
said. 

In a meeting with more 
than 1 ,500 engineers on 
Thursday, the JEA general 
assembly called on associa- 
tion members to participate 
in a sit-in on Feb. 22 in 


front of the Ministry of 
Public Works and Housing, 
Mr. Abu Ghida said. 

The engineers employed 
in the public sector have 
been demanding an 
increase of 150 per cent in 
their basic monthly salary 
wbich currently stands at 
JD 150. 

They have also been 
demanding the promotion 
of engineers to higher lev- 
els on the public secior 
employee scale. 

Public sector employees 
are rated on a scale of 1-10. 
The lowest being 10. the 
highest one. 

Mr. Abu Ghida earlier 
explained (hat previous to 
1 9S8. recently graduated 
engineers could begin their 
careers as public employees 
from grade five, while 
today these engineers arc 


hired as sixth grade 
employees with a conse- 
quent loss in benefits and 
allowances. 

Therefore. Mr. Abu Ghida 
said, the JEA will continue 
its efforts to push the gov- 
ernment to solve these 
problems. 

He affirmed that one 
week after the February' 22 
sit-in. JEA members will 
organise a protest march 
from the association to the 
prime ministry. 

Engineers will end the 
march with a sit-in in front 
of the prime ministry, he 
said. 

“One week after this 
march, we will cease work- 
ing for two hours every- 
day" Mr. Abu Ghida said, 
adding that this daily strike 
will continue for a week to 
be followed with a general 


strike on March 22. 

In fact, the ministerial 
committee Wednesday- 
resolved to amend the basic 
salary allowances of JEA 
members in accordance 
with the memorandum of 
understanding which was 
signed in October. 

The committee’s decision 
is expected to be sent to the 
Cabinet for approval on 
Tuesday. 

Bui. Mr. Abu Ghida 
asserted earlier that the 
government has not hereto- 
fore discussed the engi- 
neers’ allowances amend- 
ment with JEA members, 
noting that “no specific fig- 
ures from Wednesday’s 
meeting were made avail- 
able to them.” 


Court acquits 3 journalists accused 
of slander, harming government ties 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Court of 
First Instance has acquitted former 
editor-in-chief of Al Ahali weekly 
tabloid Jamil Nimri and reporters 
Basel Tallouzi and Ramadan 
Rawashdeh on charges of slander- 
ing government leaders and harm- 
ing tiie Kingdom s ties with other 
Arab countries. 

Judge Tawfiq Qaisi ruled that the 
three journalists are not guilty of 
instigating masses against the Jor- 
dan-Israel peace treaty through arti- 
cles in Al Ahali weekly, issued by 
the political party. Hashd. while 


they were working for the weekly. 

On Oct. 16. 1993, the Press and 
Publications Department filed a 
case against the three, accusing 
them of publishing material in vio- 
lation of the Press and Publications 
Law and harming national security 

Mr. Rawashdeh. currently 
employed by Al Ra*i daily, was 
held for five days al Jweideh prison 
and had written an article about his 
detention. Mr. Tallouzi. currently 
employed by the Abdul Hamid 
Shoman Foundation, had written an 
article attacking the Oslo accords. 


Mr. Nimri had published an arti- 
cle on Iraq. 

It was these articles which called 
violations of the Press and Publica- 
tion Law into question. 

Attorney Ghaneni Zureiqat 
defended the three journalists on a 
pro hono basis. 

Mr. Rawashdeh and Mr. Nimri 
used to belong to the Hashd party 
but apparently withdrew their mem- 
bership two years ago. however Mr. 
Tallouzi has reportedly never been 
affiliated to any political party. 


Road accidents blamed 
on downpour 

AMMAN (J.T.) — As a result of Thursday's 
downpour, 12 persons were slightly injured in 80 
road accidents, involving 120 cars, according to a 
report in the Arabic daily Al Ra’i. 

Mo**., of .J^flcpifJcntSjtQoR place at the Univer- 
sity of Jordan- Road, ; tfre ■ airport;- Salt ■■ and 
Juwaideh, if said. : . ^ • 

The country will continue to be affected, over 
the next two days by a cold air mass, accompany- 
ing the low pressure front which has recently 
impacted the country, leading to heavy rainfall in 
various parts of the country and light snow in the 
southern heights. Meteorology Department 
sources said Friday. 

The sources expected a small rise in tempera- 
ture on Saturday and Sunday, with temperatures 
reaching a minimum of 1 degree and a maximum 
of 8 degrees Celsius. 

They also warned of frost formation on Satur- 
day and Sunday morning. 

On Monday, the country will be affected by 
another cold pressure front accompanied by 
heavy rain, the sources said. 


Commission admonishes Israelis to 
cease excavations in Jerusalem 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Royal 
Commission for Jerusalem Affairs 
(RCJA) Thursday issued an admo- 
nition against continued excava- 
tions within the area of-Al Haram 
Al Sharif coqap'oun’d in: Jerusalem 

. .The Al A.qga. Mcvsque-.and the. 
Dome of the Rock are situated in 
the compound and the RCJA said 
that the excavations threaten the 
very foundation of the Muslim 
shrines. 

The statement accused the Israeli 
government of systematically 
Judaising the holy city, surrounding 
it with Jewish settlements an3 
changing the religious, historic and 
demographic character of the Arab 
city. 

“Over the past three decades of 
Israeli occupation of Arab 
Jerusalem, successive Israeli gov- 
ernments have been pursuing tneir 
excavations within the site'of Al 
Haram Al Sharif Compound, threat- 
ening the foundations of the holy 
sites" while simultaneously con- 
structing Jewish settlements within 


and around the city” the statement 
said. 

“Despite repeated warnings and 
statements of condemnation issued 
by Arab, Islamie-and international 
organisations: jand. in defiance of 
UN resolutions which consider the 
city occupied territory and which 
rule against any change in the legal, 
administrative, demographic and 
historic character of the Arab city, 
successive governments continue to 
sabotage the Arab city and its reli- 
gious and historic sites,” it added. 

The statement referred to the 
mayhem which arose foliowring the 
Israeli opening of a tunnel under Al 
Aqsa Mosque and stated that the 
riots serve as a warning to the 
Israeli government that Arabs and 
Muslims are determined to liberate 
their holy shrines. 

It warned that these Israeli actions 
were bound to lead the region to 
further violence and ruin all 
chances of peace. 





DUNES CLUB, 

AMMAN 



Dunes Club Amman... now under construction 


The finest multi-sports and social Qub for members only is pleased to announce that applications for membership are invited 

For further information please contact our Membership Sales Office located at Abdoun Circle, Cairo Road, Citibank Building, 2nd floor 
Tel. (962- 6) 814720. 814479. BJ 721 Z Fax. (962-6) 865914. P. O. Box 2610, Amman 1118], Jordan. E-Mail, dunesamm^nets.com.jo 




4 World News 

Pakistan may be heading for 
hung parliament — analysts 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — A 
hung parliament may 
emerge from Monday’s 
elections in Pakistan despite 
polls predicting that former 
Premier Nawaz Sharif will 
snatch a lion s share of the 
seats from arch rival Bena- 
zir Bhutto, analysts said. 

“A divided house is very 
likely as the powers that be 
try to create the conditions 
to suit the current drift to- 
wards a more powerful pre- 
sidency." one commentator 
said. 

The next assembly would 
be a "parliament only in 
name, with a strong presi- 
dent asserting himself,” 
another commentator Shi- 
reen Mazari said. 

“Whoever comes to po- 
wer will have his hands tied 
by the presence of the 
Council for Defence and 
National Security.” headed 
by Mr. Leghari and includ- 
ing Pakistan's military lead- 
ers, Ms. Mazari said. Mr. 
Leghari created the panel in 
January. 

The elections will go 
ahead Monday after Ms. 
Bhutto lost a last-ditch court 
appeal to overturn her dis- 
missal in November by Pre- 
sident Farooq Ahmed Le- 
ghari amid allegations of 


corruption and misrule. 

Some 250.000 troops and 
police will be deployed ac- 
ross the country in the run- 
up to the vote in a massive 
security operation aimed at 
preventing any outbreak of 
violence. Defence Minister 
Shahid Hamid said. 

However, unlike in past 
years, no monitoring cell 
will be set up in the army 
headquarters to avoid criti- 
cisms of manipulating the 
results. 

A Gall up- Pakistan poll re- 
leased Wednesday showed 
Ms. Bhutto's Pakistan 
People’s Party (PPP) trail- 
ing with 25 per cent of the 
vote behind Mr. Sharif's 
Pakistan Muslim League 
(PML) with 40 per cent. 

In the previous 217-seat 
assembly elected in 1993. 
both parties held S6 seats, 
with Ms. Bhutto managing 
to form a coalition govern- 
ment with the support of 
fringe groups. 

However, another politi- 
cal commentator Ahmad 
Hasan AIvi said even 
though Mr. Sharif would get 
more seats than others, he 
might not be able to secure a 
clear majority because of 
challenges from other 
smaller parties and the large 


number of influential inde- 
pendent candidates. 

According to a separate 
poll by the Herald maga- 
zine, Ms. Bhutto's support 
has slipped away since her 
sacking and the killing of 
her brother Murtaza in a 
police shootout in Septem- 
ber. Her husband Asif Ali 
Zardari has been detained 
on charges of conspiring in 
the killing. 

A potential vote-snatcher 
is the ethnic-based Mohajir 
Qaumi Movement (MQM). 
representing Muslim immi- 
grants from India after the 
partition of the subcontinent 
in 1947. 

The MQM swept the polls 
in 1990, but boycotted the 
last vote in 1993. Now it 
looks set to gamer 15 seats 
from Karachi, Sind's capi- 
tal. and other large cities in 
the region, analysts said. 

It has announced an 
alliance with a breakaway 
faction of Ms. Bhutto's PPP. 
known as the Pakistan Peo- 
ple's Party-Shaheed Bhutto 
PPP-SB. led by Ghinva. the 
widow of Ms. Bhutto's 
brother. 

Ghinva Bhutto has thrown 
down the gauntlet saying, “I 
am rougher than her" but 
acknowledged her relative 


inexperience in the rough 
and tumble world of Pakis- 
tan politics. 

“She is experienced and 
has been in politics for a 
long time. She is tough, but 
I am tougher than her. 
People are with me.” said 
Ghinva, who is benefitting 
from the growing cult status 
surrounding her late hus- 
band. 

Other analysts believe 
Ghinva enjoys support from 
the caretaker government 
and could cut sharply into 
Ms. Bhutto's support base. 

An array of regional 
groups, including former 
PML ally. Aw ami National 
Party, which is strong in 
northwest Pakistan, are also 
in the fray. 

An unknown factor is the 
Movement for Justice 
launched 10 months ago by 
former cricketer Imran 
Khan, who has already stat- 
ed that he would not take 
part in a coalition govem- 
ment. 

The Gallup survey pre- 
dicted that although his per- 
sonal popularity was riding 
at 10 per cent, the party 
would only poll around five 
per cent of die vote. 


Hong Kong activist protests 
China civil liberty rollback 


BEIJING (R) — A Hong 
Kong member of the Chi- 
nese committee handling 
the territory’s return handed 
a letter to Chinese Foreign 
Minister Qian Qichen Fri- 
day protesting against Bei- 
jing's plan to dilute civil lib- 
erties laws. 

Frederick Fung, chairman 
of the Hong Kong Associa- 
tion for Democracy and 
People's Livelihood, hand- 
ed the letter toMr. Qian just 
before the start of a two-day 
session of the 150-member 
Preparatory Committee in 
Beijing's Great Hall of the 
People. 

“I gave a document to him 
in the hope he will study it,’* 
Mr. Fung told reporters. “I 
have a different view on the 
preparatory committee pro- 
posal to repeal several pro- 
visions of the bill of rights." 

Beijing's plans to repeal 
or amend a list of 25 Hong 
Kong laws and ordinances, 
including parts of its bill of 
rights, will be debated at the 
session of the caucus res- 
ponsible for shaping Hong 
Kong's future in the count- 
down to the handover this 
year. 

The announcement this 
month from Beijing, which 
said the laws contradicted 
Hong Kong's future mini- 
constitution the basic law. 
has sparked outrage in the 
British colony and forceful 
objections from London 
and its allies. 

“I feel if it doesn’t violate 
the basic law’ it should not 
be retracted.” Mr. Fung told 
reporters. 


“If the preparatory com- 
mittee abolishes the provi- 
sions of the bill of rights it 
will create unnecessary 
worries and be detrimental 
to Hong Kong’s prosperity 
and stability after 1997,” 
Mr. Fung said in his letter, a 
copy of which was seen by 
Reuters. 

Mr. Qian defended the 
move, accusing Western 
media of distorting the na- 
ture of the proposed chan- 
ges and saying only -those 
provisions that contradicted 
laws dealing with interna- 
tional affairs or national 
defence would be removed. 

“Hong Kong's bill of 
rights. ..will be preserved 
and only those provisions 
that override other laws will 
be deleted, state television 
quoted Mr. Qian as saying. 

“The Western media in 
recent days has made it 
sound like we have sudden- 
ly proposed changing a 
large number of laws or 
even that we would move 
the mainland’s laws to 
Hong Kong," he said. 

“Our overall guiding prin- 
ciple is to reflect the basic 
law's regulation of chang- 
ing as little as possible the 
original laws of Hong 
Kong.” he said. 

Mr. Fung's protest fol- 
lowed an attack Thursday 
by Hong Kong Governor 
Chris Patten who lashed out 
at whai he called China's 
repugnant proposal to dilute 
Hong Kong's civil liberties 
after it recovers the British 
colony at mid-night on June 
30. 


“1 believe the abolition of 
die... bill (of rights) will 
bring instability to the rule 
of law in the ftiture special 
region.” said the letter by 
Mr. Fung, who is also a 
member of the territory's 
Beijing-appointed provi- 
sional legislature. 

Mr. Fung voiced opposi- 
tion to China's decision to 
repeal recent Hong Kong 
regulations allowing politi- 
cal parties. warning- that 
; Beijing \ decision : to -return 
to the British colonial era 
system would affect Hong 
Kong's stability as well as 
its credibility. 

I believe that to restore 
these provisions is totally 
against developing toward 
the casting off of colonial- 
ism and against the princi- 
ple of Hong Kong people 
governing Hong Kong," he 
said in the letter. Mr. Fung's 
group advocates democracy 
for Hong Kong through 
cooperation not confronta- 
tion with Beijing. 

Hong Kong's post-colo- 
nial leader Tung Chee-Hwa, 
who is attending the crucial 
committee meeting in Bei- 
jing. argued in defence of 
Beijing's move that the in- 
ternational community had 
misconstrued the situation. 

U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton has expressed concern. 
Britain summoned the Chi- 
nese ambassador in London 
order to lodge a protest and 
Foreign Minister Malcolm 
Rifkind plans to pursue the 
issue in a meeting with Mr. 
Qian next month. 


German party lashes back at Church 
of Scientology over Nazi claim 


BONN, i R) — The row bet- 
ween Bonn and the Church 
of Scientology reached new 
heights Thursday when the 
Bavarian Christian Social 
Union (CSU) blasted the 
church for comparing the 
party to the Nazis. 

Bemd Protzner, general 
secretary of the conserva- 
tive sister party of Chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohl's Chris- 
tian Democrats, called the 
Scientology statement “the 
most despicable sort of 
offensive propaganda.” 

He said in a statement the 
church had insulted mil- 
lions of CSU voters and its 
accusations marked a new 
low in a "smear campaign” 
against Germany. 

The Church of Sciento- 
logy Wednesday accused 
the CSU of “teutonic arro- 
gance and insensitivity” 
towards criticism in the 
United States that church 
members were discriminat- 
ed against in Germany. 

Rev. Heber Jentzsch, pres- 
ident of the Church of 
Scientology International, 
had said in Los Angeles the 


CSU’s suggestion that the 
U.S. State Department had 
"fallen for" the Scientolo- 
gists “harkens back to Nazi 
accusations that then former 
President Roosevelt was 
surrounded by Jewish ad- 
visers who whispered tales 
of persecution in his ears” 
in the 1 930s. 

The retort from the tradi- 
tionally conservative CSU 
came shortly before the 
publication of a U.S. State 
Department report, which 
took issue with Germany 
for discriminating against 
the group in business and 
cultural life. 

In its annual human rights 
report for 1996. the State 
Department said a “sharp 
debate” surrounded the ac- 
tivities in Germany of 
Scientology. 

Bavaria has banned 
Scientology members from 
holding public office and 
this week called on the Ger- 
man government to take a 
tougher stance against the 
group. 

“While Protzner and (Ba- 
varian) Interior Minister 


Guenther Beckstein wallow 
in rhetoric, basic human 
rights are being denied our 
parishoners in~ Germany.” 
said Jentzsch. 

“CSU politicians think 
their egos are more impor- 
tant than the right of Ger- 
man citizens to provide for 
their families, send their 
children to school and live 
their lives free of govern- 
ment harassment and intim- 
idation.” 

But Mr. Protzner accused 
Scientology of pressuring its 
members “financially and 
psychologically” and said the 
state had to protea its citi- 
zens from the organisation. 

"The state has a duty to 
protect its citizens from 
these criminal underhand 
practices. The CSU and all 
German democrats will not 
be influenced by this slan- 
derous rhetoric,’' he said. 

Mr. Protzner added the 
CSU would continue to make 
public its view that 
Scientology was "a profitable 
organisation similar to the 
mafia, which aimed to under- 
mine state structures.” 


France 

denies 

changing 

nuclear 

doctrine 


PARIS <R) — France de- 
nied any change in nuclear 
doctrine after German De- 
fence Minister Volker 
Ruehe fuelled uproar in 
Paris by saying the French 
had for the first time ac- 
cepted the supremacy of 
North Atlantic Treaty Or- 
ganisation’s (NATO) U.S. 
nuclear deterrent. 

Mr. Ruehe’s comment on 
German television gave 
fresh ammunition to 
France’s left-wing opposi- 
tion, which argues the gov- 
ernment has sacrificed na- 
tional defence sovereignty 
to the United States and 
NATO in a joint defence 
document with Bonn. 

Misgivings about NATO 
extended to members of the 
ruling coalition, with two 
former defence ministers 
expressing doubts about 
the centre-right govern- 
ment's policy. 

Mr. Ruehe said Wednes- 
day: “It is worth noting that 
France for the first time has 
signed a document in 
which NATO's nuclear 
defence is seen as the deci- 
sive element and the Bri- 
tish and French nuclear 
systems back this up.” 

French Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Jacques Rum- 
melhardt contradicted Mr. 
Ruehe, saying the joint 
Franco-German security 
and defence concept mere- 
ly repealed word-for-word 
a text adopted by a 1991 
NATO summit in Rome, 
attended by the late So- 
cialist French President 
Francois Mitterrand. 

Both texts declared: “The 
supreme guarantee of the 
allies’ security is ensured 
by the strategic nuclear 
forces of the alliance, in 
particular those of the Uni- 
ted States. The independent 
nuclear forces of the Uni- 
ted Kingdom and France, 
which fulfil a deterrent role 
of their own, contribute to 
the global deterrence and 
security of the allies.” 

Mr. Rummelhardt sug- 
gested it was Germany, ra- 
ther than France, which 
was modifying its doctrine 
by agreeing to discuss with 
France a European nuclear 
deterrence strategy. 

“Our doctrine hasn’t 
changed. The only new ele- 
ment on nuclear policy is 
that for the first time, 
France and Germany dec- 
lare themselves ready to 
hold a dialogue concerning 
the nuclear concept in the 
context of a European de- 
fence policy," Mr. Rum- 
melhardt said. 



GANDHI’S ASHES: TXishar Gandhi (centre), great grandson of Mahatma 
Gandhi, modern India’s founding father, pours the Mahatma’s ashes into the Ganges 
River in the Northern Indian city of AJiahabad Thursday. The ashes have been 
brought to Allahabad for immersion at the confluence of India’s three famous rivers, 
the Yamuna, Ganges and the mythical Saraswati, on the 49th anniversary of the 
Mahatma's assasination (Reuter photo) 


Minute of silence as union leader 
is buried; new blast reported 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — 
Algeria's official union 
called a nationwide minute 
of silence Thursday for the 
burial of its leader assassi- 
nated this week as he pre- 
pared to enter politics. 

Meanwhile a bomb near 
Blida, 50 kilometres south 
of the capital, killed one 
person and injured 1 0 others 
Wednesday, the indepen- 
dent newspaper Al Watan 
reported Thursday. 

It was the latest violence 
that has left 270 dead and 
600 injured since the Holy 
Month of Ramadan began 
Jan. 10. There was no claim 
of responsibility, but suspi- 
cion fell on militants wag- 
ing a five-year-old insur- 
gency that has left 60,000 
dead. 

Newspapers have fin- 
gered suspects ranging from 
the insurgents to political or 
commercial enemies for the 
slaying of union leader 
Abdul Haq Benfaamouda 
Tuesday. 

Killed in a professional- 
style hit in front of the head- 
quarters of his General 
Union of Algerian Workers, 
Benharaouda was buried in 
the “Martyrs' Quarter*' of 
Al Alia Cemetery. 

The union, known by its 
French initials UGTA. 
called foT the minute of si- 
lence at l p.m. (1200 
GMT), as Benhamouda was 
laid to rest in the cemetery 
where other leading Alger- 
ian figures are buried. 

The anion, representing 
one million workers, also 
called for a “day of mourn- 
ing" Saturday, a work day 
in this nation. Only mini- 
mum service in transport 
and other sectors was ex- 
pected. 

A supporter of military- 
backed President Liamine 
Zeroual. Benhamouda was 
preparing to form his own 
political party in prepara- 
tion for parliamentary elec- 
tions expected by mid-year. 
Some observers saw him as 
a potential prime minister. 

Five gunmen, including a 
well-dressed man who shot 
Benhamouda, were report- 


edly involved in the attack 
that also lolled a bodyguard 
and a building guard. 

There was no immediate 
claim of responsibility for 
the attack, but newspapers- 
Wednesday offered a vari- 
ety of suspects. 

The daily Liberte noted 
that Benhamouda had many 
open enemies, including 
“fundamentalism, terrorism 
and the political-financial 
mafia.” 

To some, the killing was a 
defiant challenge to Mr. 
Zeroual’s promise last week 
to “exterminate" the insur- 
gency. It came amid a bloo- 
dy series of car-bombs and 
mass decapitations blamed 
on the militants. 

A longtime opponent of 
fundamentalist Islam as a 
political force, Benhamou- 
da was a critic of what he 
called the business “barons" 
of the National Liberation 
Front 

Meanwhile. The French 
government reasserted its 
hands-off attitude towards 
Algeria Thursday, saying it 
had no business meddling in 
the internal affairs of its 
violence-tom former North 
African colony. 

“Algeria is not France. 
That must be understood 
and admitted once and for 
all. It is a sovereign coun- 
try,” Foreign Minister 
Herve De Charette told the 
weekly L’ Express. 

“It is up to Algeria to 
solve its problems, up to the 
Algerian people to decide 
their destiny," he said. 

Ex-President Valery 
Giscard D'Estaing. head of 
the National Assembly’s 
Foreign Affairs Committee, 
summed up France’s policy 
after Mr. De Charette 
briefed a special closed- 
door session of the panel on 
Algeria as “neither inter- 
vention nor interference.” 

He stressed that Paris, 
which suffered a wave of 
bombings in 1995 blamed 
on Algerian rebels and faces 
threats of fresh attacks, 
wanted to be in step with its 
European Union (EU) part- 
ners. 


Chirac reassures Ukraine over NATO 


PARIS. (R) — French President Jacques 
Chirac assured Ukrainian President Leonid 
Kuchma Thursday that both Kiev and 
Moscow should have a say in the eastwards 
expansion of NATO to help avoid new divi- 
sions in Europe. 

Mr. Chirac said after meeting Kuchma that 
the two had “broadly convergent views” on 
the idea that security in post-cold war Europe, 
including NATO enlargement, should be part 
of a deal involving all nations affected. 

“We agree on these objectives and on these 
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Guatemala 
military 
police rise 
up over 
peace pact 

GUATEMALA CITY- (R) 
— About 1;0Q0 armed 
Guatemalan military .police 
Thursday defied their com- 
manders and seized J their 
own compound in the'first 
army rebellion agginst 
terms of a .peace treaty, 
signed last month. , 
Protesting soldiers 'totui^ 
machineguns mann ed 
lookout posts on the com- 
pound’s perimeter wall, 
and roadblocks made of 
tires were put up in sur- 
rounding streets. A • 

While there wasOT'frgW 
ing or violence sord^politi- 
cians feared - che vrevolt 
posed a threat to thofragjle 
peace accord. 

“This is pretty worrying 
because it is an attempt 
against the peace treaty,’’ 
Congressman Gumercindo 
Donis, president of the 
congressionaLNational De- 
fence Committee, told re- 
porters. 

The protesters were de- 
manding severance pay 
when then 4,000-strong 
military police (PMA) is 
dissolved this year as part 
of government promises to 
leftist rebels. 

Protesters complained 
that the guerrillas of the 
Guatemalan National r - 
volutionary Unit had won a 
better deal in the peace 
accords. That concern was 
shared by officers, who 
while not part- of the rebel- 
lion. were in the compoun# 
in apparent sympathy with 
their men. 

“The government is otv 
taining help for the guerril- 
las and not for us," said Ll- 
Coi. Escriba. who refused 
to give his first name, as he 
milled around in the 1,500- 
man barracks. . 

“They were demeaning 
us, marginalising us with- 
out any rights. While they 
don’t give us money, we 
won’t hand over our arms.” 
one soldier told Reuters. 

It was the first such 
protest by the country's 
powerful army since the 
Dec. 29 peace treaty that 
ended a 36-year war in 
which 140,000 Guatema- 
lans died or disappeared. 

Protesters said they 
would maintain their stand 
“to the bitter end.” They 
said they had given the 
government 48 hours to . 
reach a negotiated solution 
but did not spell out what 
would happen if their 
demands were ignored. 

The government pledged 
in the peace treaty to cut 
the armed forces by a third. 
The army has played a piv- 
otal, and at times brutal, 
role in political life for 
much of Guatemala’s re- 
cent history. 

Army spokesman Otto 
Noack said the peace ag- 
reements clearly stated that 
all demobilised army per- 
sonnel would receive gov- 
ernment aid for a “product 
tive return” to civilian life, 
but they did not set a spe- 
cific severance pay. 

‘That is the big worry of 
the people who work in the 
PMA, bow.much their sev- 
erance pay or benefits will 
be,” he said. 0 

The protest began late 
Wednesday when the mili- 
tary policemen refused to 
turn in their arms after 
work and took over the for* 
tified compound in north- 
ern Guatemala City. 

Most of the urban mili- 
tary policemen work 
around the city during tW . 
day, providing security * 
banks, government build- 
ings and private business* 
es. 

During the protest son* 
of the police stopped traffic 
on streets around the com- 
pound and harangued dri- 
vers. They demanded ne- 
gotiations with the govern- 
ment, asking for $6,600 h> ' 
S8.300 severance pay. _ v . 

“I am sure that you v/itt 
not have to leave empty: 1 
handed,” said Gen. Manual 
Ventura of the Defence 
Ministry, who arrived 
Thursday at the compound 

to negotiate with the pro- 
testers. 


“France has no business 
undertaking an isolated 
action. ..it must keep its pol- 
icy within a European and 
Euro-Mediterranean app- 
-roach'withiits partners," Mr. 
Giscard D'Estaing said. 

An estimated 60,000 peo- 
ple have been killed since 
Algeria plunged into civil 
strife after the authorities 
cancelled 1992 elections 
that the Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS) was poised to 
win. Violence has flared 
during the current Ramadan 
Muslim fast. 

Both Mr. De Charette and 
Mr. Giscard D'Estaing wel- 
comed President Zeroual's 
pledge to hold parliamen- 
tary elections soon. 

The Foreign Ministry 
quoted Mr. De Charette as 
telling the closed-door hear- 
ing that France hoped the 
poll would be held in full 
openness and all legal polit- 
ical groups would take part. 

While Mr. De Charette 
pointedly refused to teU 
L' Express if Algiers should 
negotiate with Muslim fun- 
damentalist rebels, Mr. Gis- 
card D'Estaing said they 
must be allowed to tub in 
the poll. 

“All political groups, 
including Islamists, must be 
allowed to field candidates, 
and all leaders, except those 
who are personally in- 
volved in terrorist attacks, 
must be able to take part in 
the election campaign,” he 
said. 

His statement was con- 
demned as “a blatant inter- 
ference” by former anti- 
Islaraist Algerian presiden- 
tial candidate Said Sadi. 

“France claims it refrains 
from any interference but it 
is interfering all the time... 
The FIS cannot be brought 
into a democratic process.” 
Mr. Sadi told French radio 
Beur-FM. 

Algerian envoy to France, 
Hocine Djoudi, told the 
daily Le Parisien that the 
election date would be 
announced soon but the out- 
lawed FIS would not be 
allowed to run. 


procedures So that Ukraine is p^iy ab- 
ated with tmplememalion of the nTw security 
architecture, Mr, Chime told reporter 
lunch wnh Kuchma who was starting a rwo- 
day visit to Paris. s j rwo- 

Hkraine has no plans to join NATO 
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11 lN an 2 J A^Buddfea statue hangs at the entrance of a Buddhist temple, as a military officer and a Muslim leader stand in 
r s l,u ‘ Peace Z front orthe temple, which was burned by an angry mob Thursday in Rengasdengklok. A mob of Indonesian 
oni>K*\Mii.in • Muslims; burned and wrecked churches and temples after reports that an ethnic Chinese wo man insulted Muslims 
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Tropps patrol Indonesian town after riots 
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JAKARTA (R) — Troops 
* patrOHed J the Indonesian 
•; town of Rengasdengklok 
i Friday antf residents cleared 
/ rubble from wrecked build- 
l ings aftec a- Muslim mob 
i went on the rampage over a 
reported insult against Is- 
lam . ’ '■ 

v Rioter^ burned a church 
. and -aj. Chinese Buddhist 
c templed wrecked four other 
chunks, and wrecked and 
■f looted shops and homes 
f . during a jampage Thursday, 
cfficials.and residents said. 
Surteen. ears, were also des- 
troyed. ^ 

There were no reports of 
serious injuries. 

‘people are clearing the 
rubble 'from, their damaged 
|, hodws "and ,shops and sol- 
5 diets-Jare patrolling in the 


town,” a church attendant 
whose church was des- 
troyed said by telephone. 

‘There were no incidents 
overnight, but it was tense 
last night because we heard 
rumours the people would 
attack us again. We haven’t 
decided yet where we are 


part of the Karawang regen- 
cy, a rice-growing area 
about 50 kilometres east of 
Jakarta. 

They said only shops 
belonging to Muslims had 
opened Friday morning. 
Some shops belonging to 
Chinese had also been loot- 


going to have our Sunday ed during the night they 


service.** he said. 

Government officials said 
the riot apparently started 
after an ethnic Chinese wo- 
man complained of the 
noise Muslim youths were 
making as they beat drums 
before dawn to summon 
people to eat before the start 
of the daylight Ramadan 
fast. 

Residents said troops 
were stationed in many 
parts of the town, which is 


said 

The owners of some hous- 
es and shops had written 
“belonging to Muslims" on 
the walls to protect them. 

A policeman in the town 
said Friday police had ques- 
tioned 108 people in con- 
nection with the riot. 

“We are still questioning a 
number of people," he added 

Ethnic Chinese, a number 
of whom are Christians and 
are regarded as more weal- 


thy in their neighbourhoods, 
are frequently targets of 
mob violence in Indonesia. 

Last month, four people 
died when a mob went on a 
rampage in the town of 
Tasikmalaya in West Java, 
setting fire to shops, build- 
ings and churches. That riot 
was sparked by reports of 
police brutality towards a 
Muslim religious teacher. 

Political and social ana- 
lysts have blamed the erup- 
tions of violence on socio- 
ecoDomic tensions. 

Some government mem- 
bers have said they believed 
there was a Maoist conspir- 
acy involved but have pro- 
vided no proof of this. Un- 
der this theory activists are 
seeking to control the vil- 
lages and then the cities. 


‘*$wbia’& opposition, , students march for democracy 
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a; finalising k -f'^BEliGRABEi'CR) — Opposition leaders" led tens of thou- ture testing , the ‘ political atmosphere,' Yugoslav Federal 
VTjands 'iff .supporters through the dark, chilly streets of President Zoran Lilic said the opposition victories should 
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v Belgrade, ivowing to continue protests until democratic 
’ reforms are in place and their victory in Serbia's local elec- 
t.‘IJ RfE tions are accepted. 

. ihc firii & “The number of people has not diminished in any way,” 
K the ac * opposition politician Zoran Djindjic told marchers con- 
i , nm ^ * verging on- the city centre. “Our objective is the democrati- 
k sation o£ Serbia, a n d anything less would be an insult to all 
n these people.” 

. Police kept a low profile again on the 75th day of demon- 
sijatiqn$, , making no attempt to halt or divert groups of 
t pedestrians — each several hundred strong and all wrapped 
fc.in brighly-coloured anoraks, scarves and woolly hats 
{ ’against the biting cold — heading to republic square. 
v Residents opened their windows en route and waved to 
jT those below, some banging pots and pans in a cacophony of 
5 solidarity, from whistles and cheers to impromptu singing 
fc.and drumming. The mood was generally festive. 

■j; At the square itself, fireworks burst overhead. A cordon of 
anti-riot police in helmets and carrying shields and batons 
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.■ji.j-M’ hcis'JH'J t stood quietly at one end to deter the protestors, some of 
jj, k . ■. -.. niiiii^ ^ them holding children on their shoulders, from moving 
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i* lTtJh- . south into the government and business district, 
i Witnesses estimated the number of demonstrators 

• jr a ^° ut 50-000. 

.,i inn?'’ J Earlier in the afternoon some 15,000 students demanding 
7 i ^ political and educational reform filled the streets and dis- 

,i ' i iiui^ "* rupted traffic when they too marched on the railway station. 
. . Plainclothes police watched, but made no attempt to inter- 

•• ! fa*. : 

i sriidents and the three-party opposition Zajedno 

‘ ‘ r j, oj> r (Together) Coalition share the demand that the opposition 
■■ ■ j ^ ■" victories 5n local 'elections on Nov. 17 in 14 Serbian towns, 
1 ,M ‘!T !**■ r including Belgrade, be recognised. 

if rut''" 1 Investigators 'from rhe Organisation for Security and 
” • l,J w ..&* Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) have concluded that the 
j- " ?r polls, annulled by President Slobodan Milosevic's ruling 

j.;,: ' <fU , ^ Socialists on grounds of “irregularities," were fairly won. 

In What some political analysts saw as a conciliatory ges- 
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be recognised if that was the will of the people. 

The election results should be recognised “wherever the 
will of the people has won and enable the opposition to con- 
stitute loed government because it is in the interest of the 
stabilisation of Serbia and also of Yugoslavia," he said. 

Mr. Lilic. whose duties are ceremonial, is often seen as a 
mouthpiece for Milosevic. He made a similar remark early 
on in the crisis, but it was swiftly forgotten. 

An uncompromising note was struck Thursday when the 
government adopted a recommendation by the education 
ministry to withhold state funds from universities and 
schools because of “disruptions,'* the official Yugoslav 
news agency Tanjug said. 

Belgrade University, which has been the source of much 
of the dissent in the capital in recent weeks, has virtually 
stopped functioning while about 600 schools across Serbia 
have shut Schoolteachers are on strike, mainly for better 
pay and conditions as well as educational reforms. 

If enacted, political analysts say, suspending the cash 
could make life difficult for those among the protesting stu- 
dents who rely on state subsidies for accommodation and 
food as well as fees. 

While Milosevic had stayed silent on opposition 
demands, discontent has spread. Belgrade lawyers said they 
would strike from Thursday until the opposition’s election 
wins are accepted. 

In Washington, the U.S. State Department said Serbia. 
Croatia and Bosnia all committed human rights abuses last 
year, especially of ethnic minorities. 

In Serbia, the government’s rights record “continued to be 
poor,'* the annual worldwide report said. 

The Belgrade-based independent news agency BETA said 
Thursday at least 26 ethnic Albanians were arrested by 
police in Serbia's Kosovo province over the past three days. 

Kosovo has long been regarded as a potential flashpoint 
that could wreck Balkan peace efforts. In 1989 Serbia 
removed Kosovo’s autonomy on the grounds that the 
region’s majority Albanians were preparing to secede. 


7l Chechen leader tries to lure presidential rivals 
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& GROZNY. (R) — Chechen 
‘ l, “ , guerrilla leader Aslan Mas- 
•' khadjpv, acclaimed winner 
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. . hop in .the breakaway 

.urtL^gion, sought Thursday to 
' M ,in.l e ’ hiS 'main presidential 

^ a rival'Tnto' a filture govem- 

/i W ■ , 

..me ife ^ latest incomplete re- 

■■■ turns put Mr. Maskhadov 

' |,i- V v^well' ahead of prominent 
■ . ■» Held 1 commander Shamil 

Basayev, who 1 fuelled fears 
•'.! r 15 '’ 1 feOf a potentially explosive 
J.splir in rebel ranks with bit- 
, l l fC- l ‘% ter atticks on his former 
■ 1 1 * •’ % chief-of-staff during the 

. k ; 11 1 election campaign, 
i Commander Basayev 

■“ ‘ ^iitfc ^dnfesday' 'conceded victo- 

»' Mr. Maskhadov and 
Il 7.|. said he would not get in his 
>ay. He said he planned to 
h , qidi politics for. the comput- 
business but added that if 
,{ ‘\CMr: MaskhadoV ditched 
i!v ^some of his aides he would 
" h, ' 1 ^.^ork for him “even as a 
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Vachagayev, 


spokesman for the quietly- 
spoken Maskhadov, said 
that he bad not yet made 
any official offers of posts 
in his new government but 
was about to. 

“A meeting between Mr. 
Maskhadov and Mr. Basa- 
yev is now going on an Mr. 
Maskhadov will suggest 
that Mr. Basayev take part 
in the new power struc- 
tures" he told Reuters in an 
interview. 

■*Mr, Basayev will more 
than likely accept.” 

Bodyguards at Mr. Mas- 
khadov 's house in Pervo- 
maiskoye, about five kilo- 
metres north-west of the re- 
gional capital Grozny, said 
later that Commander Ba- 
sayev had spent only five 
minutes with Mr. Maskha- 
dov but that the two men 
had agreed to meet again in 
two days. 

Mr. Vachagayev said a 
meeting between Mr. Mas- 
khadov and Chechenya's 
current leader Zelimkhan 


Yandarbiyev was planned 
for Thursday evening, but 
did not say what would be 
on the agenda. 

Mumadi Saydayev, chair- 
man of Chechenya’s Central 
Electoral Commission, said 
the latest returns showed 
Mr. Maskhadov with 63.3 
per cent of the vote against 
Commander Basayev’s 24.4 
percent 

Mr. Yandarbiyev was trai- 
ling with 10.9 per cent he 
told Reuters. 

Russian news agencies 
said that both Mr. Basayev 
and Mr. Yandarbiyev had 
complained of violations in 
the elections, declared free 
by international observers, 
but said they accepted the 
results. 

Hardline rebel Salman 
Raduyev. who led a bloody 
hostage raid a year ago, said 
Wednesday he did not 
recognise the poll, would 
not obey Mr. Maskhadov 
and planned terror attacks 
on Russia. 


Both Moscow and Grozny 
said Thursday they would 
not allow Commander Ra- 
duyev ’s inflammatory state- 
ments to increase tension in 
the region. The Chechen au- 
thorities promised a tough 
response to any illegal acts 
by Mr. Raduyev Thursday 
and proposed three possible 
dates for the inauguration. 
They were Feb. 10. the end 
of the Muslim fasting 
month of Ramadan or a 
week later after runoff par- 
liamentary elections, which 
are due to be held in 55 out 
of the 63 voting districts on 
Feb. 15. 

Mr. Vachagayev said that 
Mr. Maskhadov wanted one 
of those dates rather than 
the third option of a date in 
two months time. 

“But we are not that both- 
ered about that problem be- 
cause real power already lies 
with Mr. Maskhadov. The ce- 
remony handing over power 
will be just a formality,” Mr. 
Mayarbek told Reuters. 


Zaire fights guerrillas on 
many fronts; opposes talks 


KINSHASA (R) — Zaire’s 
counter-offensive against 
rebels has run into resis- 
tance with its mercenary- 
backed army fighting rebels 
on several fronts, govern- 
ment and military sources 
said Thursday. 

But the government, 
which has opted for a mili- 
tary solution to the three- 
month-old Tutsi-led revolt 
in the east, once again ruled 
out negotiations, saying 
troops from neighbouring 
countries must leave first 

There is a dynamic deve- 
loping in certain quarters 
for Zaire to negotiate with 
the rebels,” Deputy Foreign 
Minister Henri Thomas Lo- 
kondo Yoka told reporters 
in Kinshasa. “The govern- 
ment will not negotiate with 
the aggressors until we have 
recovered all the territory 
that has been occupied,” he 
said. 

Zaire accuses Rwanda, 
Burundi and most recently 
Uganda of invading to back 
the rebels, who launched 
their offensive in October 
and hold towns and territory 
in the east 

All three deny their troops 
are fighting inside Zaire. 

A senior Zairean Defence 
Ministry official said Ugan- 
dan troops backing the re- 
bels had reached Bunia in 
Upper Zaire. 


Zaire’s army earlier 
claimed to have retaken part 
of Bunia. 

An army communique 
issued in Kinshasa Thurs- 
day said Ugandan troops 
were fighting to take towns 
such as Watsa and Isiro, 
hundreds of kilometres into 
Upper Zaire province. 

Military sources told Reu- 
ters earlier Zairean soldiers 
and foreign mercenaries 
were based in Watsa. 

The army accused Rwan- 
dan troops of fighting on the 
road from Walekale. just 
over 100 kilometres from 
the Rwandan border, to Ki- 
sangani, headquarters for 
the Zairean counter-offen- 
sive. 

It said Burundian soldiers 
were aiding rebels advanc- 
ing down the road to the 
southern mining province of 
Shaba and were within 30 
kilometres of it. 

The Defence Ministry 
official, who asked not to be 
identified, said they were 
within 70 kilometres of 
Kalemie, home town of 
rebel leader Lament Kabila. 

“We are having to fight on 
several fronts.” he said. 

The accounts from Kin- 
shasa were in line with 
reports from Rwanda that 
rebels in eastern Zaire were 
pushing south and west, 
opening new fronts to frus- 


trate the army’s counter- 
offensive. 

“The strategy is clearly to 
stretch out the front as far as 
possible,” a Western diplo- 
mat in neighbouring 
Rwanda said. 

After losing a long strip of 
eastern territory to Mr. Ka- 
bila's rebels late last year. 
Zaire’s ailing President Mo- 
butu Sese Seko and his gov- 
ernment launched a coun- 
ter-attack. 

Reports from the field 
suggest Zaire’s army, which 
launched its offensive on 
Jan. 20, is increasingly on 
the defensive. 

Western sources in Kin- 
shasa in radio contact with 
the region said Watsa had 
already fallen to rebels with 
Ugandan backing. 

The sources said the re- 
bels and their allies had 
large supplies of anti-air- 
craft missiles and rocket- 
propelled grenades. Zairean 
troops and allied mercenar- 
ies had fled the superior 
numbers and weaponry of 
the rebels. 

Zaire has significantly 
increased its arsenal, impor- 
ting combat helicopters, 
fighter jets, artillery- and 
munitions as well as around 
300 mercenaries. 

But senior military offi- 
cials complain in private 
that despite recently ac- 


quired military hardware, 
the army has still to be 
given the full logistical sup- 
port and munitions it needs 
— in pan due to foreign 
restrictions on arms sales. 

"Zaire finds itself in the 
situation of a boxer, well 
trained but with its hands 
tied by a military embargo, 
happy ro take and dodge the 
blows delivered by the 
enemy.” the army said. 

Meanwhile, Zaire has re- 
fused permission for planes 
carrying international hu- 
manitarian aid to land in Ki- 
sangani, one of the main 
distribution centres for re- 
fugee aid in eastern Zaire, 
the UNHCR said Friday. 

The Boeing 707 aircraft 
have daily been shuttling up 
to 80 tonnes of international 
humanitarian aid from air- 
ports in Uganda to the east- 
ern zairean capital, which is 
held by government forces. 

The UNHCR lU.N. High 
Commissioner for Refu- 
gees) headquarters in Gene- 
va said Friday that local 
Zairean authorities had also 
banned aid agencies from 
operating in the Lubutu 
region, about 100 kilome- 
tres southeast of Kisangani. 

Lubutu is the main distrib- 
ution point for vital human- 
itarian aid to 160.000 refu- 
gees housed in two camps 
in the reeion. 


Bloody 
Sunday 
relatives 
mourn for 


justice 

LONDONDERRY, Nor- 
thern Ireland, (R) — Rela- 
tives of 13 Catholics killed 
7 byVBritish' troops on‘“Blbo- 
‘“Uy Sunday** 25 yearifago 
honoured (heir dead Thurs- 
day and vowed to keep 
campaigning for an apolo- 
gy from the British govern- 
ment. 

Bishop Seamus Hegarty, 
spiritual leader of London- 
derry’s 80,000 Irish Catho- 
lics, echoed their plea, call- 
ing on Britain to bring in a 
team of foreign experts to 
reopen a probe into what 
he called “the massacre of 
Bloody Sunday.’* 

He told a commemora- 
tive mass for the victims 
that Britain’s “wholly un- 
convincing explanation" 
for the shootings had added 
to the trauma of the fami- 
lies. 

Bells rang out and a two- 
minute silence fell among 
several hundred mourners 
around a simple grey mon- 
ument which marks one of 
the most emotive days in 
the calendar of Northern 
Ireland's pro-Irish 40 per 
cent Catholic minority. 

John Kelly, whose teen- 
age brother was killed, 
said: “The campaign to 
clear their names will con- 
tinue." 

But British Prime Minis- 
ter John Major told parlia- 
ment: “Without fresh evi- 
dence, I see no advantage 
in raking over these old 
problems. With fresh evi- 
dence ... We would exam- 
ine it.” 

Mr. Kelly said the British 
government “lied through 
its teeth" about the incident 
in which paratroopers fired 
on an unarmed Catholic 
crowd and helped swell the 
Irish Republican Army 
(IRA), the guerrilla group 
fighting British rule. 

“But we are determined 
that the truth will out and 
hopefully our loved ones 
will rest in peace and those 
who are grieving will some 
day have comfort,” Mr. 
Kelly told Reuters. 

The campaign received 
reinforcement from an 
Irish legal expert who said 
some of the British para- 
troopers involved in the 
1972 killings should have 
been prosecuted for mur- 
der. 

Dermot Walsh, a law pro- 
fessor at Limerick Univer- 
sity, told Reuters there 
were discrepancies in 
statements made by the 
soldiers to a British 
enquiry into the killings. 


U.S. says China silenced dissent 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
United States Thursday ac- 
cused China of effectively 
silencing all public dissent 
against the Communist Par- 
ty and government in 1 996. 

In its annual human rights 
report of 193 countries, be- 
ing issued for the 20th year, 
the State Department also 
found problems with the 
rights records of allies Tur- 
key, South Korea and Ger- 
many as well as Russia, In- 
donesia. Haiti, .Nigeria and 
countries on the U.S:.teiror- 
ism list including . Cuba, 
Iran, Iraq, Libya, Syria and 
North Korea. 

Its findings on China were 
of especially wide interest 
because of U.S. efforts to 
build a better working rela- 
tionship with the Commu- 
nist giant, and the conclu- 
sion was that “no dissidents 
were known to be active (in 
China) at year’s end.” 

“The Chinese government 
in 1996 continued to com- 
mit widespread and well- 
documented human rights 
abuses, in violation of inter- 
nationally-accepted norms, 
stemming from the authori- 
ties’ intolerance of dissent, 
fear of unrest and the con- 
tinuing absence of laws pro- 
tecting basic freedoms," it 
said. 

“All public dissent against 
party and government was 
effectively silenced by in- 
timidation, exile or the im- 
position of prison terms, ad- 
ministrative detention or 
house arrest.” 

The United States regular- 
ly criticises China’s record 
in its annual assessment of 
human rights around the 
world. 

But this year's hard-hit- 
ting report comes as Wa- 
shington and Beijing were 
making a major effort to 
improve their relationship, 


which had deteriorated seri- 
ously. 

The report's conclusion 
would seem to make it im- 
possible for the United 
States not to sponsor a con- 
troversial resolution at the 
Human Rights Commission 
in Geneva faulting China’s 
record. 

In fact, U.S. officials have 
told Reuters they expect the 
Clinton administration to 
proceed with the resolution 
in .conjunction with Euro- 
pean. allies... Rut they ack- 
nowledge such a resolution 
is unlikely to be adopted. 

New Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright has said 
she will pursue a policy of 
inclusion rather than isola- 
tion towards China and. 
while keen to foster human 
rights, does not want to 
hold the overall relationship 
hostage to one issue. 

The report said Turkey 
had serious human rights 
problems in 1996 and its 
record deteriorated in some 
respects. 

“The (Turkish) govern- 
ment was unable to sustain 
improvements made in 
1995 and, as a result, its re- 
cord was uneven in 1996 
and deteriorated in some 
respects,” it said, adding: 
“Serious human ■ rights 
problems continued." 

The section on South 
Korea said violence against 
women, especially rape, is a 
serious problem there, 
“women continued to face 
legal and societal discrimi- 
nation. Violence against 
women and physical abuse 
remain serious problems,” 
it said. 

The Afghanistan review 
contained what may be the 
toughest U.S. criticism of 
the Muslim group that has 
taken over much of the 
country, saying, "discrimi- 


nation (against women) 
reached new heights of se- 
verity in Afghanistan with 
the rise to power of the 
Taleban.” 

It said Russia's rights re- 
cord showed little progress 
last year, with Russian 
forces using “indiscrimi- 
nate and disproportionate” 
force in the breakaway 
Republic of Chechenya. 

The department, as ex- 
pected, took issue with Ger- 
many for discriminating 
. . against. scientology in busi- 
ness and cultural life, but 
said there had qlso been 
“some positive develop- 
ments” in Bonn’s treatment 
of the group. 

It found Indonesia contin- 
ued to commit serious hu- 
man rights abuses in 1996. 
including in East Timor. 
“While Indonesia exhibits a 
surface adherence to de- 
mocractic firms, its political 
system remains strongly 
authoritarian,” it said. 

The report said political 
killings in Haiti rose last 
year from 1995, but re- 
mained far fewer than in the 
years that led to the U.S. 
military operation that res- 
tored the first democratical- 
ly elected president. 

The human rights record 
of Communist-ruled Cuba 
worsened last year with a 
crackdown on a pro-democ- 
racy umbrella group and 
many other alleged abuses 
of power, the report said. 

It said Nigeria's human 
rights performance remains 
dismal. 

On the positive side, the 
department asserted that a 
broad consensus has been 
steadily emerging against 
fundamental rights abuses. 
"Even those who engage in 
these practices rarely seek 
ro justify their actions out- 
right,” it said. 


Suspected female terrorist commits 
suicide amid Sri Lanka alert 


COLOMBO (AFP) — A suspected female 
cadre of the Tamil Tiger guerrilla group 
committed suicide Friday at a police road 
block in the Sri Lankan capital Colombo, 
officials said. 

Police were checking the woman’s identi- 
ty papers when she swallowed a cyanide 
capsule and died instantly, police said, 
adding that they were investigating the inci- 
dent 

The death, on the anniversary of a suicide 
bombing last year in which 91 people were 
killed and 1.400 wounded, came as security 
forces were on red alert ahead of the coun- 
try’s 49th independence anniversary cele- 
brations on Feb. 4. 

Security has been tightened to prevent 
attacks in the capital by the separat ist L i- 
beration Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), 
officials said. 

Colombo’s Police Chief Tdriri Banda 
Dissanayake s aid Th ursday they had reports 
of up to four LTTE suicide cadres infiltrat- 
ing tbe capital to stage attacks, and authori- 
ties were taking all possible precautions. 

On Wednesday, police found a small 
quantity of explosives and ammunition left 


in a bus at the main bus station here, offi- 
cials said. 

Road blocks and check points are a regu- 
lar feature in the capital where police and 
soldiers often search vehicles and check the 
identity papers of passengers and pedestri- 
ans. 

The police have issued more than a dozen 
identikit pictures of men and women, 
drawn up following tip-offs after last year's 
devastating bombing of the central bank. 

Meanwhile, Sri Lanka President Chandri- 
ka Kumaratunga Friday again blamed for- 
mer President Ranasinghe Premadasa for 
the assassination of her film star-tumed- 
politirian husband Vijaya. 

In an interview with reporters here, Mrs. 
Kumaratunga reiterated her accusations 
which she said had been backed up by a 
high-level investigation. 

The commission set up in late 1994 after 
she came to power had concluded that Mr. 
Premadasa and his deputy Ranjan Wijerat- 
ne were “directly and indirectly” responsi- 
ble for the February 198S slaying of Vijaya 
Kumaratunga, she said. 
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Seeking normal ties 


IN THE absence of formal diplomatic relations 
with the emirate of Kuwait, His Majesty King 
Hussein had to summon the ambassadors of the 
U.S. and the United Kingdom in Amman to seek 
clarification to news reports that Jordanian pris- 
oners in Kuwaiti jails have been subjected to 
severe beating at the hands of security forces. The 
summoning of the two ambassadors to discuss the 
human rights situation of Jordanians in a foreign 
jail is unprecedented and manifests the serious- 
ness with which Amman views these news reports. 

Both Washington and London have strong diplo- 
matic presence in Kuwait and can easily ascertain 
the facts surrounding the allegations of ill-treat- 
ment of Jordanians held in Kuwaiti prisons. No 
doubt both countries have also strong political 
leverage with Kuwait which they may choose to 
apply in a bid to show their faithful respect for 
human rights in all parts of the world. We would 
have preferred to see such concerns discussed 
directly with Kuwait which is the standard prac- 
tice but unfortunately that is not possible at this 
time. Jordan has successfully reestablished 
bridges of co mm unication with all the Arab states 
in the Gulf region with the exception of Kuwait It 
seems the bang-ups from the Gulf crisis in 1990 is 
precluding Kuwait from reciprocating Jordan's 
sincere efforts to restore normal ties between the 
two countries. The recent meeting held between 
King Hussein and King Fahd in Riyadh illustrates 
the extent to which Jordanian-Gulf relations have 
improved in recent months. Until Kuwaiti- 
Jordanian relations witness a similar warming up, 
we have no choice but to seek the good offices of 
major powers to intercede on behalf of Jor danians 
under the custody of Kuwait Hopefully the U.S. 
and Britain would be able to inform us about the 
veracity of the serious charges being levelled 
againstjfcuwaiti prison authorities soonest 

True f Kuwait has not ratified a number of key 
international human rights conventions but that 
would not absolve it from heeding basic human 
rights norms that all the civilised world has 
adhered to irrespective of their peculiar conditions 
or situations. 

Meanwhile, the international community should 
seek redress of human rights violations wherever 
they may occur by calling for prompt investiga- 
tions. The U.N. season for human rights hearings 
is about to begin with a series of international 
human rights bodies scheduled to begin their 
work in Geneva next month. The U.N. 
Commission on Human Rights will hold its regu- 
lar annual session in Geneva soon. It would be 
appropriate for all states genuinely concerned 
about human rights to pool their resources and 
submit a joint coll for investigation of the allega- 
tions against Kuwait. Until the hoped-for Arab 
court for human rights sees the light of the day 
and until Kuwait opts for reconciliation, Jordan 
lias no alternative but to seek the help of powers 
that maintain good relations with Jordan as well 
as Kuwait. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for Al Ra’i daily discussed the reasons that 
fnreed Israel to withdraw its forces from the city of 
Hebron, saying that the withdrawal was a defeat of the 
idea of grcaicr Israel. Fahed Fanek said that after 
Jem sal eni. Hebron represents the most important city 
for Israel, in religious and historical terms, and by with- 
drawing from it. Israel has recognised the Palestinian 
people's rights in this important city. The writer said 
that Israel was forced to withdraw from Hebron not 
because the Palestinian negotiators were so skilful, not 
because the U.S. exercised any kind of pressure on 
Netanyahu, not because His Majesty King Hussein 
used his influence and not because Mr. Netanyahu 
wanted to show his commitment to the Oslo accords 
but because of the steadfastness of the city residents 
and because Hebron has more than 150.000 Arab citi- 
zens and it would be impossible for the Jewish state to 
swallow up the city and fill it with Jewish settlers, as it 
did with Jerusalem. Stressing the fact that the Hebron 
residents stood fast and protected the city’s Arab iden- 
tity. the writer said that the Arab-Israeli conflict will 
continue to be of a demographic nature and that is the 
reason for Israel’s concern to fill Jerusalem with Jews 
and evict its Arab citizens. 


A WRITER for Al Dustour discussed the water situa- 
tion in Jordan, in view of the scarcity of rain this win- 
ter season, and urged the government to seize control of 
all the artesian wells in the Kingdom. Mohammad 
Subeihi said that the water authority had issued permits 
or licences to 400 people to drill artesian wells and 
these have been overpumping the underground water in 
a manner that is considered dangerous to the national 
security. The rain that replenishes these wells is the 
lawful right of all Jordanians and not only of those who 
had obtained licences to drill wells, said the writer. 
Abuse of water resources should be sufficient reason 
for the water authority to revoke the licence, especially 
in light of the present circumstances when the country 
suffers from lack of water for its basic needs, he added. 
The writer said that by taking control of the wells, the 
government might anger 400 people who had been self- 
ishly exploiting the precious water, but in the end, the 
government would please four million people and safe- 
guard the country’s interest. 


By Dr. Musa Keilani 
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Israeli aetivities in East Jerusalem 


are bound to spark violence anew 


ISRAEL SEEMS to be setting the ground for another vio- 
lent confrontation with the Palestinians, perhaps as a ploy 
to further defer the implementation of its autonomy agree- 
ments. by continuing to dig tunnels in Arab East 
Jerusalem. 

Charges brought by the Islamic religious leaders in Arab 
East Jerusalem as well as activists of the Islamic 
Movement in Israel itself should not be taken as simple 
political rhetoric. The charges were indeed supported by 
physical evidence of the excavations, which undoubtedly 
threatens the structure of Islamic holy places in Arab East 
Jerusalem. 

The continued excavations, which were not exactly a 
secret even before the Islamic religious leaders decided to 
go public with them, should be seen in the wider context 
of all other Israeli moves in Arab East Jerusalem, includ- 
ing the increased financial support for settlements and 
plans to build Jewish colonies in the Ras Al Amud area in 
the heart of the eastern sector of the Holy City. 

Other key elements in the concerted Israeli move to con- 
solidate its grip on Arab East Jerusalem in the run-up to the 
final status negotiations include the confiscation of the 
identity cards and residency status of Palestinians in the 
Holy City as well as the forced eviction of the Jahalin 
bedouin tribe from their encampments in an area which 
Israel has designated as “greater Jerusalem.” 

To cap the Israeli campaign. Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu has announced that he would reiterate his hard- 
line rejection of any negotiations on the future of 
Jerusalem when he meets Pope John Paul at the Vatican 
this week. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s promises that he would ensure “free 
access” to Muslims and Christians to their holy sites in 
Arab East Jerusalem should not be a compromise in the 
struggle ro preserve and consolidate the Muslim and 
Christian character of the Holy City. 

In religious terms, along the same lines that Mr. 


Netanyahu is making the promises, it is not simply accept- 
able that Islamic and Christian holy shrines remain under 
the control of Jews. who. history has proven, have little, if 
any at all, respect for other religions. 

It is indeed a matter of grave concern that the Muslim 
World, which holds in high esteem the Dome of the Rock 
and Al Aqsa Mosque in Arab East Jerusalem, has not 
moved very strongly to counter the Israeli campaign to 
Judaise the Holy City. 

It is also strange that many of the world’s one billion 
Muslims, who count among them some of the richest on 
the planet, seem to believe that they are unable to do any- 
thing to prevent Israel from not only usurping some of 
Islam’s holiest sites but also legitimising the usurpation on 
the international scene. 

Moves reported last week towards convening a meeting 
of the Al Quds Committee of the Organisation of Islamic 
Conference (OIC) chaired by King Hassan II of Morocco 
are indeed welcome news. But we wonder what kind of 
results would come out of the proposed meeting. 

For one thing, simple denunciations of the Israeli moves 
in Arab East Jerusalem are not enough. We had enough of 
such declarations and statements, which have had little 
impact on the international scene and none at all when it 
comes to really telling Israel that it cannot hope for rela- 
tions with the world’s Muslims if it denies Muslim rights 
in the Holy City. 

What we are seeing today is a slow but unmistakable 
process of Islamic countries moving to establish relations 
with Israel in what is widely held as an acceptance that 
working with the Jewish state rather than confronting it 
would be the best means to convince it to accept the rights 
of Muslims in the Holy Land. The condemnations of 
Israeli moves in Arab Jerusalem are simply spices for vari- 
ety in the recipe. 

But recent history has proved that such an approach 
would not work with Israel. The experience of Jordan after 


signing a peace treaty with Israel in October has Highlight- 
ed the reality that the Jewish state cannot be trusted to keep 
its promises. Much as we would like to forget it in a neigh- 
bourly spirit, we cannot but recall that Israel kept Jordan in 
the dark about its plan ro reopen a new entrance to a 
“tourist" tunnel near Islamic holy sites in Arab East 
Jerusalem in August, regardless of the Jewish state’s com- 
mitment to iLSpect the Kingdom’s special status vis-i-vis 
Muslim holy shrines in the city as stipulated in the peace 
treaty between the two countries. 

The continued Israeli moves to grab Arab East Jerusalem 
and the Jewish state’s latest proclamations point to anoth- 
er sinister plan to spark another violent confrontation with 
the Palestinians, similar to the August-September inci- 
dents. There cannot be any doubt that the Israeli excava- 
tions in Arab East Jerusalem threaten the Islamic shrines 
there, and when the threats materialise into physical man- 
ifestations, there would be no telling what direction the 
Palestinian fury would take. 

For all we know. Israel could be planning exactly such a 
course of events, which would definitely stall the imple- 
mentation of the autonomy agreements — more specifi- 
cally the accords that the Netanyahu government signed 
with the Palestinian National Authority (PNAj last month. 
Needless to say. such stalling is in the interest of the Israeli 
hardliners, who are desperately trying for pretences to 
block the entire peace process and bury Arab and 
Palestinian rights in Palestine for ever. 

The course open to the Arabs and the Muslim World at 
large is clean there is need for the strongest political will 
at the leadership levels of the Arab and Muslim worlds not 
only to warn Israel but also to live up to the warning. 

What we have seen so far in world Islamic action does 
not give us much hope; because denouncing Israeli actions 
and warning Israel is one thing while moving in practical 
terms to make good the threat is something else altogeth- 


An excess of U.S. chores between Israelis and Palestinians 


By Thomas L. Friedman 


WASHINGTON — 
Whenever U.S. special 
envoy Dennis Ross would 
accompany Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat and 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu to 
meetings at the Erez check- 
point, an Israeli officer 
there used to pull Mr. Ross 
aside and whisper “You 
have to' make this work ” , 
When'! Israeli and 
Palestinian negotiators got 
into a dispute over 
Shuhadah Road, a key 
street that bisected Hebron 
and ran right in front of the 
Jewish settlers there, they 
decided to compromise by 
widening it, to keep every- 
one farther apart. Bur 
because neither side trusted 
the other, Aaron Miller, Mr. 
Ross’s deputy, was asked to 
go down with a tape mea- 
sure and. while Israelis and 
Palestinians looked on, 
measure the street and pro- 
duce a plan for a just and 


lasting widening of continue playing, but it The question now is, can 
Shuhadah Road. must extricate itself from Mr Netanyahu and Mr. 

Never before has an others quickly. Arafat create out of their 

Israeli government let the The reason the relation- workable agreement some 
United States get this deep ship between the late mutual tiust? 

into an Israeli-Palestinian Yitzhak Rabin and Mr. That is crucial, because it 

negotiation. No issue was Arafat worked — without is impossible to imagine 

too small for U.S. media- the United States — was them addressing the final- 

don. That is both good that they had developed, status issues, let alone the 

news and really scary. through a difficult learning day-to-day ones that will 

Not only were U.S. medi- process, a degree of mutual crop up, without a more 

acors measuring the side- trust. For them the trust was self-sustaining relationship, 

walks in Hebrom-buti more central, and_ the; words and: .And -without-: that, the 

important,- they became the,. . the timetables could always .United., States.: will be 

instrument through which be adjusted around it Mr. caught in the crossfire. 


The question now is, can 
Mr Netanyahu and Mr. 
Arafat create out of their 
workable agreement some 
mutual trust? 

That is crucial, because it 
is impossible to imagine 
them addressing the final- 
status issues, let alone the 
day-to-day ones that will 
crop up, without a more 
self-sustaining relationship. 
. And ; without- : that, the 


That is, the Egyptians 
seem ambivalent about the 
peace process now. because 
it means a new playing field 
in the Middle East — one 
on which Israel will be fully 
integrated and the competi- 
tion will be largely econom- 
ic, where Egypt feels a dis- 
advantage. Either Egypt 
defines another playing 
field that would also 


Israelis, and to some extent 
Palestinians, forced their 
leaders to cut this deal. The 
United States was the 
bridge between an Israeli 
silent majority that wanted 
this Hebron withdrawal and 
an Israeli leader who was 
initially ambivalent about 
it. 

The United States was 
also the reality principle, 
letting both sides know 
what was possible and what 
was not. 

Some of these roles the 
United States will want to 


Arafat and Mr. Netanyahu 
had no trust, so for them the 
words were everything. 

And the reason the United 
States was drawn so deeply 
into their negotiations was 
that Mr. Arafat and Mr. 
Netanyahu didn’t even trust 
each other’s words, so a 
sheriff was needed to say to 
each of them what they 
wouldn’t say to each other 
and to guarantee to each the 
other man’s words. 

Mr. Rabin and Mr. Arafat 
created out of their mutual 
trust workable agreements. 


Where the United States 
must remain engaged is as 
the reality principle, not 
only for Israelis and 
Palestinians but also for 
Egypt and Syria. 

There is a widespread 
feeling among U.S. offi- 
cials that Egypt initially 
tried to block this Hebron 
deal. What Mr. Netanyahu 
finally admitted in Hebron 
was that there is only one 
peace process: Oslo. What 
the Egyptians need to admit 
is that there is only one 
playing field. 


include IsraeJ. or, it a^com^ jpther Arabrlsrqeti negotia- 
modates .to.tins ope. ^ t \ b’on: that Israel must be 
. But if it continues to fight ‘s offered dot" drily the sub- 
it, Egypt will find itself in a ' stance of coexistence, but 


clash with America no less 
acrimonious than the one 
Mr. Netanyahu encountered 
when he tried to oppose 
Oslo without an alternative. 

There will now be 
renewed pressure to resume 
the Syria- Israel talks. Don’t 
rush it. An Israeli- 
Palestinian deal is still the 
key to regional peace. The 
United States needs to tell 
Syria and Israel that if they 
want to start up talks again, 
they cannot avoid the real 


also a negotiating process 
— with real people-to-peo- 
ple interactions — that 
demonstrates a willingness 
for coexistence. That is the 
only way Israel will cede 
territory. 

If Syria and Israel are not 
ready for that sort of negoti- 
ation, then the United States 
should suggest that this 
would be a perfect time for 
France to mediate. 


International Herald Tribune 


Fears of poll delay grow 
amid mass corruption probe 


LETTERS 
Jordanians can 
debate sensibly 


By Shakil Shaikh 


ISLAMABAD — Although 
Pakistan’s caretaker govern- 
ment heralds its Ehtesab 
(accountability) Commission 
as a major step towards the 
elimination of corruption, 
fears are growing that its 
establishment may delay the 
promised general election. 

President Farooq Khan 
Leghari dissolved Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto’s 
government and the National 
Assembly in early November 
and appointed an interim 
government to hold elections 
within the statutory 90-day 
period. 

But he also said corruption 
claims would be investigated, 
and any politicians found 
guilty would be barred from 
participating in the election. 

Several top politicians and 
civil servants were arrested 
after the takeover, including 
Bhutto's husband. Asif Ali 
Zardari: her political secre- 
tary Naheed Khan; and addi- 
tional director-general of the 
Federal Investigation 

Agency. Rehman Malik. 

“It is just not possible to 
complete the process in 90 
days," says Senator Iqbal 
Haider, information secretary 
for Bhuuo's Pakistan 
People’s Party (PPP). and a 
former law minister. "One 
motive appears to be to try 
and extend the mandate 
beyond (the election date of) 
Feb. 3.” 


The PPP is more concerned 
with elections than with the 
commission, because it feels 
it was unfairly ousted. But 
The Nation newspaper has 
also voiced concern, noting 
that the time required from 
initiation of an investigation 
by the Chief Ehtesab 
Commissioner to a verdict 
being handed down by the 
high court “overshoots 
already the remaining tenure 
of the caretaker government.” 

There was widespread 
national demand for politi- 
cians and civil servants to be 
made accountable for their 
actions, said the newspaper. 
But it cautioned: “If die 
accountability regime fails to 
come up to the expectations 
of the public, or turns out to 
be a partisan exercise 
informed by political expedi- 
ency, it would casL a shadow 
over the president’s dismissal 
decision.” 

Even Interim Prime 
Minister Meraj Khalid 
seemed to be lowering expec- 
tations when he admitted: 
“Corruption has spread in the 
whole of society and, with 
few exceptions, the whole 
nation is corrupt. I am afraid 
that the evil of corruption is 
so widespread that we may 
not be able to bring into the 
legal net all the corrupt with- 
in a short period. We may not 
come up to the high expecta- 
tions of the people." 

Nevertheless, he promised, 
“most of the filth will be 


removed from society.” 

A second major concern is 
the issue of exemptions from 
the commission's scrutiny. 

After his installation as 
chief commissioner, retired 
judge Mirza Mujadid Ghulam 
pledged: “The process will be 
fair and strictly according to 
the law, and no vindictive 
action will be taken against 
anyone." 

But as political and eco- 
nomic realities press in on the 
interim government, it 
becomes harder to punish 
Pakistan's “big fish,” whose 
clout is considerable- 

judges, the president and 
military officers have been 
given immunity from the 
commission. They are 
already subject to account- 
ability procedures — a 
supreme judicial council, 
impeachment by both houses 
of parliament, and a judge 
advocate general. But 
exempting provincial gover- 
nors was greeted with sur- 
prise. 

“While the immunity for 
army officers is understand- 
able,’* commented The 
Frontier Post, “keeping the 
president and the governors 
outside the scope of the 
accountability ordinance 
leaves some room for doubts. 

“The perception among the 
general public is that until all 
segments are subjected to the 
accountability process, the 
exercise currently being 
undertaken will not yield the 


desired results." 

Under the new legislation, 
complaints will be forwarded 
to the chief commissioner, 
who must decide within 30 
days whether or not there is a 
prima facie case. If so, the 
case will be referred to a 
three-member high court 
bench, which must deliver a 
verdict within 60 days. 
Appeals can be made to the 
high court. 

Maximum punishment is 
seven years imprisonment, 
disqualification from public 
office for five years and dis- 
missal for civil servants. 

Leniency is offered to those 
who come forward voluntari- 
ly and return illegally-gained 
wealth. They will escape jail, 
but the disqualification and 
dismissal provisions will 
apply. 

The ordinance covers the 
period from the lifting of 
martial law in December 
1985. 

One further pitfall remains. 
The ordinance establishing 
the commission will lapse 
120 days after its promulga- 
tion, unless the new parlia- 
ment approves it as a law. 

President Leghari shrugs 
off die doubts. “There is 
national consensus on the 
matter,” he says. “Elections 
will be conducted together 
with accountability. But there 
will be no delay in the elec- 
tion schedule.” 
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issues again. 

Mr. Netanyahu will have 
to commit, up front, to « 
withdraw from the Golan. *’ 
Hafez Assad will have to 
commit not only to full 
peace with Israel, but also 
to negotiate peacefully. 

Mr. Assad is living in a 
dream world if he thinks he 
can defy the laws of gravity 
that have governed every 
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THE DEBATE which was sparked by Minister Of 
Public Works and leader of Al Ahd Party Abdul Hadi 
Al Majali and former Prime Minister Taher Al Masri 
over the relationship between Jordanians on the east 
bank of the River Jordan and its west bank has brought 
to the surface, again, an issue which can no longer be 
ignored. Tackling the relationship between the two seg- 
ments of the Jordanian society can no longer be a 
taboo, because continuing to sweep this very sensitive 
and important issue under the carpet can only result in 
native consequences for the country and its people. 

^debate that evolved in newspapers in reaction to 
what Mr. Masn and Mr. Majali had said was restricted 

to explaining, or justifying, the ideas of the two men on 
tbe subject. 
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International Alliance for Arab-Israeli Peace 
‘comprehensive peace must be the goal of all political efforts’ 





Copenhagen Declaration 
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Palestinians 


EGYPTIANS. ISRAELIS. 
Jordanians, Palestinians 
and peace loving people 
from all over the world are 
gathered in Copenhagen to 
establish an international 
alliance for Arab-Israeli 
peace, Peace is too impor- 
tant to be left only to gov- 
ernments. People-to-people 
contacts are vital to the 
success of the peace efforts 
in the regioD. As long as the 
popular base remains weak, 
the peace process may fal- 
ter. We are gathering in 
Copenhagen to contribute 
10 a comprehensive and 
lasting resolution to the 
Arab-Israeli conflict before 
the end of this century, and 
to commence an era of 
durable and just peace in 
which the whole Middle 
East should enjoy stability, 
security and prosperity. 

We are meeting under the 
auspices of the government 
of Denmark which shares 
our interest in bringing 
about a resolution to the 
Arab-Israeli conflict in all 
its aspects. The absence of 
such resolution can only 
adversely affect the inter- 
ests of the entire 
international community. 

We plan to hold public 
meetings, lobby govern- 
ments, monitor progress 


and setbacks in the peace- 
process as well as discrimi- 
nation, collective punish- 
ment. abuse of human 
rights and violence. We 
will mobilise public opin- 
ion behind the peace effort. 

So much has been 
achieved in peace making 
between Arabs and Israelis, 
which has led to the Egypt- 
ian-Israeli disengagement 
in January 1974, the Syri- 
an-Israeli disengagement 
agreement in May 1974, 
the Egyptian-Israeli disen- 
gagement agreement in 
September 1975, the Camp 
David accords in Septem- 
ber 1978, the Egyptian- 
Israeli peace treaty in 
March 1979, the Middle 
East peace process initiated 
in Madrid in October 1991, 
the Palestinian-Israeli Dec- 
laration of Principles in 
September 1993. the Pales- 
tinian-Israeli Cairo agree- 
ment in May 1994, the 
Washington declaration 
between Jordan and Israel 
in July 1994, the Jordanian- 
Israeh peace treaty in Octo- 
ber 1994, the Palestinian- 
Israeli interim agreement in 
September 1995, the Dec- 
laration of the Peace Mak- 
ers summit in Sharm A1 
Sheikh in March 1996 and 
the recent Hebron protocol. 


We are deeply concerned 
about the stalemate on the 
Israeli-Syrian. Israeli- 
Lebanese tracks, about pos- 
sible deadlocks in the 
Israeli-Palestioian negotia- 
tions over the implementa- 
tion of the interim agree- 
ment, and about the erup- 
tion of violence that has in 
the past led to the loss of 
Arab and Israeli lives. 

Wetecognise that there is 
still a long way to go before 
the true vision of peace will 
be a reality, that the hope 
for the attainment of com- 
prehensive peace, leading 
to regional cooperation and 
a better life for all peoples 
of the Middle East may yet 
be dashed and that the 
peace process could yet be 
derailed with the shadow of 
war again engulfing the 
Middle East. Justice and 
equality are preconditions 
for peace. 

We realise that we cannot 
afford to watch passively 
resurgent dangers and the 
rise of new ones against the 
peace process. Peace is too 
precious and war too 
abhorrent for us to sit idle 
by while a deterioration 
takes place. 

We are convinced that we 
reflect the will of the 
majority of the people in 
the region who yearn for an 
end to the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict as a prelude to estab- 
lishing peaceful regional 


cooperation. We voice the 
feelings prevalent among 
Arab and Israelis that we, 
the people, must participate 
effectively in charting the 
course of the future of the 
Middle East by not allow- 
ing anti-peace forces to 
prevail. 

We aim at the achieving 
of lasting and comprehen- 
sive peace based on the for- 
mula of land for peace, the 
implementation of U.N. 
Security Council resolu- 
tions 242 and 33 S in all 
their aspects. 


underlying causes of Mid- 
dle East wars and conflicts 
and to support both Arabs 
and Israelis to come to 
mutually acceptable terms. 

We reaffirm our determi- 
nation to promote peaceful 
coexistence. mutual 

respect, dignity and securi- 
ty among the peoples of a 
region that is free of all 
kinds of violence, and to 
pursue avenues for harmo- 
ny and reconciliation that 
match the global transfor- 
mation in the post-cold war 
era. 


a 


We consider that the foundations for 
peace among the Arab and Israeli peo- 
ples should be based on equal and bal- 
anced rights for all. In addition to the 
implementation of resolutions 242 and 
338, it is important to deal with the 
underlying causes of Middle East wars 
and conflicts and to support both Arabs 
and Israelis to come to mutually accept- 
able terms. 99 


We consider that the 
foundations for peace 
among the Arab and Israeli 
peoples should be based on 
equal and balanced rights 
for all. In addition to the 
implementation of resolu- 
tions 242 and 338, it is 
important to deal with the 


We need each other and 
we are determined to close 
ranks with all peace-loving 
people to attain these 
objectives. In order to do 
that, the signatories to this 
declaration have agreed on 
the following: 

1. The attainment of 


peace between the Israeli 
and Palestinian peoples 
will resolve the core prob- 
lem of the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict We. the International 
Alliance for Peace, call on 
concerned governments to 
act vigorously and speed 
up the full implementation 
of the lsraeli-Palesrinian 
agreements in letter and 
spirit, faithfully and hon- 
estly. and particularly to 
restore full normality to 
and improvement of the 
lives of the Palestinians. 
We call on the Israeli gov- 
ernment and the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
to reach fair agreement on 
all outstanding final status 
issues (Jerusalem, 

refugees, settlements, bor- 
ders. security and water) as 
soon as possible, certainly 
no later than May 5, 1999, 
as stipulated in the Oslo 
accords. Jerusalem, in par- 
ticular. is a deeply sensitive 
and central issue to all par- 
ties. Special attention, 
therefore, should be paid to 
this issue in the final status 
negotiations to satisfy the 
requirements of all the par- 
ties. The final agreement 
between Israel and the PLO 
must allow the Palestinian 
people to exercise their 
right to self-determination, 
including statehood, in 
accordance with 

international laws upon 
reaching an agreed settle- 


ment on the final status 
between them. To create an 
atmosphere of amity for 
negotiations, no resort to 
violence or terrorism in any 
form should be accepted or 
condoned. To allay Pales- 
tinian fears, no new settle- 
ments should be built, and 
no Palestinian land, state or 
private will be expropriat- 
ed. 

II . We, members of the 
Alliance, believe that com- 
prehensive peace must be 
the true goal of all political 
efforts from within and out- 
side the region. Renewed 
efforts must be made to 
reach a peaceful settlement 
between Israel and Syria 
and Israel and Lebanon 
based on the land-for-peace 
formula and on U.N. reso- 
lutions 242, 338 and 425. 
This settlement must 
include maximum mutual 
security for the parties as 
well as normal relations 
between them. Comprehen- 
sive peace should allow for 
a region free from weapons 
of mass destruction and 
their delivery systems, a 
Middle East in which eco- 
nomic potentials are har- 
nessed for the prosperity of 
its inhabitants, and steps 
should be taken to achieve 
these goals. 

III. We urge all forces in 
the Middle East to join 
hands to rebuild a region 
free from arms race and 


free from strife and pover- 
ty. In this noble endeavour, 
we will seize every oppor- 
tunity, knock on every' 
door, lobby every govern- 
ment and attempt to spread 
our vision to serve the 
interests of present and 
future generations. To 
guarantee success and con- 
tinuity the members of the 
Alliance pledge concerted 
efforts to stand up to the 
enemies of peace. 

IV. In order to ensure sus- 
tainability of our drive for 
peace, a permanent secre- 
tariat for the Alliance will 
be established. Our slogan 
henceforth will be “Let the 
state of war end, let the 
state of peace begin.” 

V. In this vein, the 
founders of the Alliance 
invite regional and 
international groups and 
individuals concerned with 
the future of the region to 
support our declaration, 
join our movement and 
support actively its causes 
and goals. 

VI. The founding mem- 
bers of the International 
Alliance for Arab-Israeli 
Peace extend their deep 
appreciation and gratitude 
to the people and govern- 
ment of Denmark for their 
sincere efforts and gener- 
ous hospitality, which have 
been instrumental in mate- 
rialising our cause. 


U.S. letter assures Arafat 
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(Continued from page 1) 

tlement plans, but he did 
promise that in the final- 
status talks with the Pales- 
tinians be will not give in to 
their demand for upgrading 
the Gaza-West Bank auton- 
omy to an independent 
state. 

“We “will enable the 
. Palestinians to ran their 
lives bu( we will not set up 
a" 1 " (Palestinian ) ' state 

because a state, if it’s set 
up, wjtfl have sovereign 
powers that will threaten 
our very existence,” he 
said. 

The West Bank, with its 
strategic high ground over- 
looking Israeli cities, is “a 
tremendous asset (and) the 
protective wall of our 
state.” He also promised to 
preserve the “unity” of 
Jerusalem. . 

“Real peace will not 
come if Israel is weak and 
gives up its more precious 
assets,” Mr. Netanyahu 
said, to rousing applause. 
“Peace will -, come from 
determination and 

strength.” 

Jewish settlers in Hebron, 


meanwhile, dug founda- 
tions in preparation for the 
expansion of an enclave in 
the Israeli-ruled part of the 
town, witnesses said. 

David Wilder, a 
spokesman for the 450 
Jews who live or study in 
Hebron, said they planned 
to construct apartments for 
about 10 families and that 
building permits had either 
been issued or promised by 
Israeli authori'tiesV 

Witnesses said about 50 
settlers used pickaxes and 
shovels to dig holes in the 
ground near the Avraham 
Avinu enclave in the old 
city of Hebron. 

The settlers also cleared 
rabble from a nearby aban- 
doned building which 
Palestinians want to reno- 
vate, the witnesses said. 
Palestinians speculated the 
settlers planned to take 
over the structure. 

“We have agreements 
with the Israelis on 
Hebrou. But every day we 
get complaints (from Pales- 
tinians) that settlers are 
intruding on their proper- 
ty,” said Hebron Mayor 
Mustafa Natsheh. 
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(Continued from page I) 

Participants said the 
hosting of the meeting by 
Denmark and the adoption 
of the Copenhagen Decla- 
ration as a very positive 
Danish contribution to the 
Mideast peace process. 

The alliance was formed 
at the end of a conference 
on peace in the Middle 
East which was organised 
by the Danish Foreign Min- 
istry. 

According to the declara- 
tion, the alliance is aimed at 
“monitoring the peace 
process in the Middle East 
and working for ensuring 
popular support for it on a 
regional and international 
IeveL" 

A Danish Foreign Min- 
istry statement issued 
Thursday said: “The goal 
of the alliance is to “guar- 
antee a just and durable 
solution for the Middle 
East conflict based on the 
principle of land-for-peace 
and Palestinian self-deter- 
mination.” 

“Peace is too important to 
be left only in the hands of 
governments. People to 
people contacts are essen- 
tial for the success of peace 
efforts in the region,” the 
Danish statemenfadded, 

Egypt on Friday hailed 
the creation of the coali- 
tion. “The creation of a 
popular coalition for Arab- 
Israeli peace confirms the 
role of peaceful forces in 
the region and their support 
for political efforts.” 


Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa was quoted as 
saying Friday. 

“The Copenhagen Decla- 
ration confirms that the 
forces of peace in Israel are 
active and can play a posi- 
tive role to consolidate the 
peace process,” Mr. Musa 
told A1 Ahram newspaper. 

He dismissed Arab and 
Egyptian criticism of this 
alliance saying “it is noth- 
ing serious.” 

“It is our duty to encour- 
age this movement (for 
peace) ... particularly 
because we are facing 
Israeli extremist or 
rightwing movements 
opposed to a Hebron pull- 
out. a withdrawal from set- 
tlements and to giving 
Palestinians the right to 
self-determination,” Mr. 
Musa said. 

Mr. Musa said the 
alliance also provided 
“support for the creation of 
an independent Palestinian 
state.” 

Members of the alliance 
include the Secretary Gen- 
eral of the Federation of 
Afro-Asian Writers Lutfi 
Al Khuli of Egypt, the 
Palestinian Dean of Al 
Quds University Sari Nus- 
seibeh. former Director 
General of the Israeli For- 
eign Ministry David Ki ni- 
che and former Chief of 
Jordan’s Air Force General 
Disan Shurdum. 


Swedish official ends visit 


(Continued from page 1) 

The Crown Prince also 
expressed hope that con- 
structive dialogue between 
EU members and countries 
in the Middle East could 
contribute towards the 
region's development and 
closer ties, the Jordan News 
Agency. Petra, said. 

The Crown Prince called 
for • intensified efforts 
toto-inds • - - • 4 cooperation 
between the Europeans and 
Muslim countries to fight 
“islamophobia,” and said 
hostile forces were trying 
to tarnish Islam and distort 
its image. 

Prince Hassan and Mr. 
Eliasson also discussed 
socio-economic develop- 
ment in the Middle East 
and negotiations on a part- 
nership agreement between 
Jordan and the EU. 

Mr. Eliasson held a meet- 
ing also with Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Karim Kabariti 
and discussed the general 
conditions in the Middle 
East and efforts to give 
impetus to the peace 
process. 

Mr. Kabariti reviewed 
Jordan's endeavours to 
attain comprehensive peace 
on all tracks of Arab-Israeli 
negotiations and urged 
Sweden to exert efforts in 
suppon of the Kingdom to 
attain that goal. 

Following the meetings, 
Mr. Eliasson, who arrived 
in Amman Wednesday 
evening, praised His 
Majesty King Hussein’s 
role in narrowing the differ- 


ences between Israel and 
the Palestinians that led to 
the signing of the Hebron 
agreement on Jan. 15. 

The King had proposed a 
compromise timeframe for 
Israeli withdrawals from 
rural parts of the West 
Bank, on which the two 
sides had been deadlocked, 
enabling them to sign the 
agreement. 

Mr. Eliasspu voiced his 
country 's support -Tor - Jor- 
dan's peace endeavours 
and said Sweden would 
exert all efforts in its capac- 
ity as member of the Euro- 
pean Union- and through the 
U.N. Security Council to 
help meet the requirements 
of peace in the Middle East. 

Describing bis meetings 
with the Crown Prince and 
Mr. Kabariti as very con- 
structive, Mr. Eliasson said 
it was important for Swe- 
den and Jordan to pursue 
efforts towards the fulfil- 
ment of a lasting peace in 
the region. 

Mr. Eliasson arrived in 
Beirut from Amman on Fri- 
day. He was to reopen his 
country’s embassy in 
Lebanon and to bold talks 
on the Middle East peace 
process. 

Mr. Eliasson said his mis- 
sion in Beirut was parr of 
efforts to revive the Arab- 
Israeli peace process and 
boost relations with 
Lebanon. 

The Swedish embassy in 
Beirut that was closed for 
15 years during the 1975- 
1990 civil war. 


Israel may reconsider extradition 
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has had a long-standing pol- 
icy of going after suspected 
“terrorists,” and Mr. 
Netanyahu has been one of 
the most outspoken propo- 
nents of such an approach. 

Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat will ask President 
Bill Clinton in their meeting 
next month not to send Dr. 
Abu Marzouk to Israel, 
Arafat spokesman Marwan 
Kanafani said Friday. 

‘*If the United States 
gives Dr. Abu Marzouk to 
Israel, it will be a very seri- 
ous and very dangerous act 
and it will reflect negatively 
on the situation in the 
region,” Mr. Kanafani told 
reporters. Mr. Arafat has 
already asked the United 
States to refrain from extra- 
diting the Hamas leader to 
Israel, another aide said on 
Thursday. 

The request came amid 
warnings by officials of 
Hamas, the handover of Dr. 
Abu Marzouk to Israel 
would turn Washington into 
an enemy of the Muslim 
World. 

“President Arafat yester- 


day asked the U.S. adminis- 
tration not to hand over Dr. 
Musa Abu Marzouk to 
Israel,” the aide, Nabil Abu 
Rdainah, told Reuters. 

.Dr. Abu Marzouk 's 
lawyers said in New York 
on Wednesday the Hamas 
official had decided Lo with- 
draw an appeal against his 
extradition, because he lost 
faith in the American justice 
system. 

Imad Falouji, communi- 
cations minister in the 
Palestinian National 

Authority and a former 
Hamas leader, warned Israel 
of the consequences of an 
extradition. “If Israel is 
concerned for its security 
then it should not accept to 
take Abu Marzouk," he told 
Reuters. “If Abu Marzouk is 

banded over (to Israel) the 
impact would be negative 
on the whole region...I 
demand he be immediately 
freed to spare the area a 
wave of violence we can do 
without.” 

Hamas officials in self- 
ruled Gaza warned the 
extradition could threaten 
the fragile calm in “the 
whole Islamic area." 


Netanyahu to visit Jordan 
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between the King and Mr. 
Netanyahu on Wednesday, 
the official source said: 
“Everything.” 

The source noted that Jor- 
dan has consistently called 
for quick moves towards 
resuming final-status nego- 
tiations between Israel and 
the Palestinians and com- 
mitment on both sides to the 
agreements that they have 
signed. 

On the bilateral front, 
progress has been at snails’ 
pace in Jordanian-rsraeli 
agreements on economic 
cooperation and several 
issues are outstanding in the 
implementation of the Jor- 
dani an -Israeli peace treaty 
of October 1994, particular- 
ly in the water sector. 

Mr. Netanyahu was in 
Davos, Switzerland, on Fri- 
day where he is scheduled to 
meet Mr. Arafat and Egypt- 
ian President Hosni 
Mubarak on Sunday on the 
fringes of the annual World 
Economic Forum. 

Mr. Netanyahu visited Jor- 
dan in August, his first trip 
to the Kingdom after assum- 
ing office as prime minister. 

Since then, the King met 
with the Israeli prime minis- 
ter in Washington in Sep- 
tember and again in Tel 
Aviv last month when the 
Monarch successfully nar- 
rowed Israeli-Palestinian 
differences and paved the 
way for the signing of the 
Hebron agreement on Jan. 
15. 

That agreement marked 
the first breakthrough in the 
peace process since Mr. 
Netanyahu’s right-wing 
government assumed office 
in June. 

According lo reports from 
Israel. Mr. Netanyahu is 
“anxious to reap a maxi- 
mum of political and eco- 
nomic benefits from the 
deal.” 

The Israeli prime minister 
is scheduled to visit the U.S. 
on Feb. 13, to be followed 
by Mr. Arafat on March 3, 
Mr. Mubarak on March 10 
and King Hussein on March 
18 in a series of consulta- 
tions with Middle Eastern 
leaders planned by Presi- 
dent Clinton. 

Mr. Netanyahu is report- 
edly trying to arrange a firtt 
visit to Morocco next month 
and Israeli papers speculat- 
ed that his top policy advi- 
sor Do re Gold, who made a 
visit to an unknown destina- 
tion on Wednesday, was in 
fact in Rabat trying to 
organise a meeting between 
the Israeli prime minister 
and King Hassan II. Other 
reports said Mr. Gold was in 
Oman and Qatar in a bid to 
accelerate their moves to 
normalise relations with the 
Jewish state. 

Meanwhile the Jordanian 


ambassador to the U.S.. 
Fayez Tarawneh, was quot- 
ed as saying that King Hus- 
sein would discuss with 
President Clinton and other 
U.S. leaders means to give 
momentum 10 the Middle 
East peace process on all 
Arab-Israeli tracks. 

Dr. Tarawneh, in an inter- 
view with the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, in Washing- 
ton, said the King . would 
hold talks with,; President 
Clinton and leading U.S. 
administration officials as 
well as members of the Sen- 
ate and House of Represen- 
tatives on the developments 
in the peace process and 
issues of common concern 
to Jordan and the U.S. 

“Coming in the wake of 
die King’s success in over- 
coming the snags between 
Israel and the Palestinians 
this visit is very signifi- 
cant," Dr. Tarawneh told 
Petra. 

Noting that U.S.-Jordan- 
ian relations have developed 
progressively in the past few 
years. Dr Tarawneh said 
that means to further 
strengthen bilateral ties as 
well as U.S. military assis- 
tance to the Kingdom would 
be high on the King's talks 
with President Clinton, Sec- 
retary of State Madeleine 
Albright and Defence Sec- 
retary William Cohen. 

Washington recently 
granted Jordan the status of 
a non-North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation ( NATO) ally. 
This status entitles Jordan to 
get advance military tech- 
nology and equipment from 
ihe U.S. 

Only a handful of coun- 
tries enjoy the status of a 
non-NATO ally of the U.S. 

Dr. Tarawneh said the 
King would brief members 
of the U.S. Congress on Jor- 
dan's views on regional 
issues and would also hold 
a meeting with Arab ambas- 
sadors in Washington to dis- 
cuss pan-Arab affairs. 

The Hebron agreement. 
Dr. Tarawneh said, repre- 
sented a positive step 
towards the establishment 
of a just and durable peace 
on all the Arab-Israeli 
track. 

He said that the agreement 
would also have a positive 
impact on prospects for the 
resumption of Syrian-Israeli 
negotiations, on ice since 
February 1996. 

The King on Friday 
received a telephone call 
from UAE President Sheikh 
Zayed Ben Nahayan with 
whom he discussed the lat- 
est developments in the 
peace process and pan-Arab 
issues. 

Sheikh Zayed also con- 
gratulated the King on the 
successful knee surgery he 
underwent last week and 
wished him speedy recov- 
ery. 


Jordan seeks 'to establish facts' 
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lowing up on this issue 
with the Kuwaiti govern- 
ment. 

Ghadeer Taher, advisor to 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti. said the 
government was “trying to 
establish the facts in the 
affair and is hoping for help 
from friendly countries." 

■ Ms. Taher said tho gov- 
ernment was abb in .touch 
..with the 'Omani, ahef Qatari 
authorities as well as “other 
friendly countries.’’ 

The government called in 
the senior-most Kuwaiti 
diplomat in Amman, 
Charge d’ Affaires Faisal 
Mukheizem, on Wednesday 
for an explanation of the 
reported incident. The 

Kuwaiti diplomat, who 
heads the mission here 
since Kuwait recalled its 
ambassador in 1991. cate- 
gorically rejected the 
report. 

The Kuwaiti government 
also issued a similar state- 
ment on Thursday. 

Other officials said the 
Jordanian ambassador in 
Geneva had contacted 
senior officials from the 
International Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRC) 
there, but was unable to 
obtain any details from the 
all-Swiss humanitarian 
agency. 

“The ICRC is maintain- 
ing its traditional policy 
that its mandate is with the 
host country to correct 
problems and does not 
share reports with a third 
party," said an official. 

In an appeal issued 
Thursday, the AOHR called 
on Kuwait to release Jor- 
danian prisoners. 

The organisation said it 
had received a report that 
400 Kuwaiti security men 
canying clubs and sticks 
beat inmates for three hours 
in a wing of Salbiya prison 
holding more than 100 pris- 
oners. 

The human rights group 
said according to its report 
— which appeared to have 
been a petition filed by the 
families of the prisoners — 
the Kuwaiti security man 
“entered the prisoners’ area 
and hit them for three hours 
without any intervention 
from prison authorities." 

It said they were then left 
outside in the cold for three 
hours. Their money, 
belongings and books were 


taken, it said. 

According to the local Al 
Dustour daily, which first 
reported the incident, the 
beating up followed the 
publication of an appeal 
for pardon sent by one of 
the inmates to Kuwait’s 
emir. Sheikh Jaber Al 
Ahmad Al Sabah. 

The plea by Abdul Rah- 
man Al Imam Al Husseini 
was published in Al Dus- 
tour last Thursday. 

A relative of one of the 
detainees identified two of 
the three prisoners remain- 
ing in hospital as Zubeir 
Omar Saleh, 42, and serv- 
ing a 15-year sentence, and 
Mamoun Mohammad 
Ahmad, 28, and serving a 
life sentence for “collabo- 
ration” with Iraqi forces 
during their seven-month 
occupation of the emirate. 

Kuwait said on Thursday 
reports of the beatings were 
aimed at “defaming the 
state of Kuwait.” 

“Kuwait is extremely 
keen on safeguarding 
human rights guaranteed by 
our Islamic religion," a 
Kuwaiti official said, not- 
ing that ICRC officials 
have unconditional access 
to Kuwaiti prisons. 

■’The Jordanian newspa- 
per (which carried the 
report of assault) chose the 
wrong topic with the aim of 
attacking the reputation of 
Kuwait in an attempt to 
convince Jordan's public 
opinion of these lies which 
are not true,” Colonel 
Adel Al Ibrahim, head of 
the public relations depart- 
ment of the interior min- 
istry, told the official 
Kuwait News Agency. 

Col. Ibrahim said *’secu- 
rity measures” were taken 
against prisoners who tried 
to break the rales and not 
against inmates of specific 
nationalities. 

At the time of the inci- 
dent, the Kuwaiti interior 
ministry said special forces 
were sent in following dis- 
turbances in the prison by 
inmates of a ward used 
exclusively to house people 
convicted of drug-related 
offences. 

About 60 Jordanian pris- 
oners convicted of “collab- 
oration” with Iraq during 
the August 1990-Ferumy 
1991 Iraqi occupation of 
Kuwait are serving terra in 
Kuwaiti jails. 
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Jordan pins tourism hopes 
on peace, advertising 


By Dominic Evans 
Reuters 


AMMAN — Jordan's 
tourism industry is pinning 
hopes for a 1997 revival on 
snappier promotion and 
sustained progress in Mid- 
dle East peace talks after 
renewed violence thwarted 
its ambitions last year. 

Tourism and Antiquities 
Minister Saleh Irsheidat 
said the government, aim- 
ing to boost tourist numbers 
by over 15 per cent from 
last year's l .10 million 
arrivals, would hand over 
advertising and marketing 
to the private sector. 

It would also coordinate 
closely with Israel in pro- 
moting the region as a 
tourist destination. 

“We could have an 
increase of 15 to 20 per 
cent at least, if things are 
quiet in the area." Dr. 
Irsheidat told Reuters. 

Last year. Jordan forecast 
a boom as figures for the 
first five months showed 
visitors up by 17 per cent. 
But Israeli raids on 
Lebanon, violence in the 
West Bank and bread riots 
in southern Jordan scared 
people away and the final 
1996 numbers were only 
2.S per cent higher than 
1995. 

Dr. Irsheidat said 1996 
revenues of S770 million 
were up around 10 per cent. 

He said Jordan had seen 
$500 million invested in 
tourism since its 1994 


peace treaty with Israel, 
including 4.500 new hotel 
rooms completed or under 
construction. Most was 
spent in southern Jordan 
around the Nabatean rock 
city of Petra and the Red 
Sea port of Aqaba. Longer- 
term plans include joint 
projects with Israel at the 
Dead Sea, the lowest point 
on earth. 

Despite a cooling of polit- 
ical relations with Israel 
since the election last May 
of Prime Minister Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu, Dr. 
Irsheidat said the two coun- 
tries needed to cooperate if 
Jordan was to get a good 
return on its investment. 

“We agreed to work 
together in a promorion 
programme around the 
world," he said. “The 
Israelis are so strong in 
America... and they could 
benefit from our market in 
South East Asia.” 

He said the two countries 
had launched a joint pro- 
motion in Thailand. 
Tourists from Asia would 
fly on Royal Jordanian 
flights to Jordan before 
moving on to Israel. 

Earlier this month. Jor- 
dan, Israel and the Palestin- 
ian National Authority 
launched a joint ‘Holy 
Land' advertising campaign 
in the United States to cap- 
italise on the rare glow of 
Middle East rapprochement 
after Palestinians and 
Israelis agreed on limited 
Palestinian self-rule in the 


volatile town of Hebron. 

Dr. Irsheidat said the 
Hebron agreement might 
draw some tourists who 
cancelled last year. But fur- 
ther violence or tension 
could threaten the peak 
spring and autumn seasons. 

“Still we’ve got a chance. 
We got a lot of cancella- 
tions last year...It depends 
on the aftermarh of the 
peace between the Israelis 
and the Palestinians." he 
said. 

Jordan's Parliament is 
due to discuss an amend- 
ment to the tourism law this 
week that would transfer 
responsibility for promo- 
tion to the private sector. 

“We have already estab- 
lished the Jordanian 
Tourism BoardL.compris- 
ing private sector compa- 
nies which would lead the 
campaign,” he said. 

He said the companies, 
including hotels and tourist 
firms as well as state- 
owned Royal Jordanian air- 
lines, would get state funds 
but would have to come up 
with extra cash themselves. 

“The private sector are 
quicker than government 
and they might have more 
specific ideas," Dr. Irshei- 
dat said. 

Jordan, banking on con- 
tinued rises in tourism 
numbers.- plans to almost 
double the number of hotel 
beds to 1 8.000 by the year 
2000 from 9.400 last year. 


Investments at Sahab Industrial 
City grew 14.1 per cent last year 


AMMAN (Petra) — Thanks to 
the very favourable Jordanian 
economic legislations, foreign 
investments in Jordan last year 
registered a 17.1 per cent 
growth and the outlook for 
1997 seems to be bright, 
according to Jordan Industrial 
Estates Corporation (JIEC) 
Director General Asem Hin- 
dawi. 

In a statement Friday. Mr 
Hindu wi said that the rate of 
growth in investments at the 
Sahab Industrial City alone last 
year was 14.1 per cent at a time 
when Jordan's exports of 
industrial products increased 
by 8.8 per cent during 1996. 

He said that the number of 
workers at the Sahab Inudstri- 
al City grew by 5.4 per cent 


last year as a result of the 
increase in the number of busi- 
nesses opening there. 

The growing demand on fac- 
tories for industrial business 
has encouraged the govern- 
ment to plan other industrial 
cities in all the govemorates. 
Mr. Hindawi added noting that 
only two industrial cities cur- 
rently exist in Jordan, the one 
at Sahab and the other near 
Irbid. 

He said that the JIEC has 
taken practical steps to estab- 
lish more industrial cities. The 
first of which will be set up in 
Karak where JIEC has already 
bought a plot of land. Mr. Hin- 
dawi indicated 

According to Taleb Rifai. 
director eeneral of the Invest- 


ment Promotion Corporation, 
die total funds invested in Jor- 
danian businesses were worth 
JD 358 million last year , regis- 
tering a 40 per cent increase 
over the 1995 figures. 

Dr. Rifai noted that last year 
7 Jordan witnessed the opening 
’ of 254 projects of which . 199 
were industrial and eight agri- 
cultural. The projects, he 
added included 40 hotels, six 
hospitals and unspecified 
number of tourist schemes 
which altogether create 10,000 
jobs. 

Eighty percent of the invest- 
ments are Jordanian while the 
rest are non-Jordanian. Dr. 
Rifai added noting that most of 
the projects are medium and 
small size in volume. 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Police command 
5 May honorees 
9 Arctic 

14 Japanese divine 
being 

15 Valhafla big shot 

16 Sidestep 

17 Building beam 

18 Dunce cap 
shape 

19 Like some 
paneling 

20 Schenectady 
waterway 

23 Comp, pt 

24 Hunt illegally 

25 Evaporate 
27 Allied 

conference site 
30 Black Sea 

foorlor 

33 “Well, I'll be!* 

36 Diving birds 

38 in alignment 

39 Scatterbrain 
41 Frog-to-be 

44 Soft cheese 

45 Overweight 

47 Eur. land 

48 Get steamed 
51 “Odyssey" and 

“Iliad" 

53 Police barricade 
55 Pond scum 
59 Covert org. 

61 National 

Women's Hall of 
Fame site 
64 Part of a lariat 

66 Lanky 

67 Attic 

68 Stand by 

69 Bit of matter 

70 Theater award 

71 Viennese dance 

72 Advanced degs. 

73 Painter Jan van 
der — 
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Thursday's Puzzle solved: 


DOWN 

1 Shortchange 

2 Forbidden 

3 City on the 
Missouri 

4 Blackboard's 
forte 

5 Counterfeit 


6 Redolence 

7 Family vehicle 

8 1983 Indy 500 
champ 

9 ILtown 

.10 Eggs 

11 Saginaw Bay's 
milieu 

12 Mideast guH 

13 Lacoste 

21 Cetacean 

22 Finale 

26 Simple task 

28 Mauna — 

29 Squabble 

31 Machete 

32 Fancy pitcher 

33 Chitchats 

34 Emerald Isle 

35 Former Albany- 
Buffalo Gnk 

37 Galt 
40 Sandwich 

42 “ — was 
saying..." 

43 Coffee option 
46 Subservient to 
49 Imitation 


c 

H 

E 

E 


■ 

M 

A 

c 


a 


p 

A 

r| 

E 


s 

E 

T 

H 


mL 

0 

L 

L 

A 

1 

p 

L 

T| 

E 

1 

A 

N 

■ 


A 

i, 

T 

E 

O 

p 

E 

'A 

N 

U 

1 


■ 

■ 

R 

o 

S 

mm 

TT 

D 

E 

M 

A 

U 

B 

A 


s 

S 

s 

| 

T 

A 

L 

A 

R 

M 

±M. 

T 

u 

T 

1 

i 

J 

A 

L 

A 

P 

|Ej 

INI 

O 

p 

E 

0 

r 


O TE 
MlE H 
i | s|e| 

t sHM 


O T TB 

R E S|T| 


(sSg A 


ieIrh 


ARP 
E__R Sj 
t|m E! 


PAN G|S 
T I T TfE 
A L OEMS’ 


S and] 

TO.i| 


_0 _R £ 

r|a t 


1 1 0 1 T A 

IRA [w 
" E L L I 


C 1997 TrtSvno Media Services, Inc. 
All rights reserved 


01/24/37 


50 Ike 59 Tobacco wad 

52 Ski covrse 60 Hawkeye’s 

54 From kegs home 

56 Geography aid 62 Oaf 

57 Caine comedy 63 Charity 

58 Redolent 65 Morse < 

compound charad 


65 Morse code 
character 
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U.S. economist says G-7 must avert 
‘panic’ over Japanese finance woes 


DAVOS, Switzerland 
(AFP) — Finance ministers 
from Group of Seven (G-7) 
countries must launch a 
plan next month to steady 
the yen to avert a major 
financial crisis throughout 
the world, U.S. economist 
Fred Bergs ten said here 
Friday. 

Warning that failings in 
the Japanese financial sys- 
tem overshadowed the 
economy, he said there was 
a danger of a “sell Japan 
panic" and said that Japan 
had to launch “credible" 
reforms. 

The Group of Seven lead- 
ing industrialised countries 
“may have to implement a 
yen-support package to 
avoid the risk of a free fall 
of the yen.” said Mr. Berg- 
sten. who is director of the 
Institute for International 
Economics. 

“An excessive weakening 
of the yen could produce a 
financial crisis in Japan and 
in the world,” he warned. 

The ministers should act 
to prevent a collapse of the 
yen when they meer in 
Berlin on Feb. S. he said at 
the forum of leading world 
economic and political per- 
sonalities here. 

Japan has had the lowest 
growth rate of any industri- 
alised country for five 
years despite the moving 
abroad of production facili- 
ties, programmes to stimu- 
late the economy, interest 
rates which were close to 
zero and a big trade sur- 
plus. 

“The main culprit is the 
weakness of the financial 
system which continues to 
overhang the entire econo- 
my." he said. “Something 
fundamental is obviously 
wrong. 

“The key risk is the onset 
of a vicious circle” in 
which “expectations of a 
further fall in the Nikkei 
(stock index) drive 
investors out of the yen” 
and vice versa, he warned 
.He feared a chain reac-, 
non which he described as 
a “sell Japan panic”. 

“The ultimate impact on 
the Japanese financial insti- 
tutions. including a 
renewed surge in the Japan 
premium on their borrow- 
ings, could force them to 
liquidate some of their 
massive holdings around 
the world and can provoke 
severe reactions in the for- 
eign markets and their own 
markets,” Mr. Bergsten 
explained. 

The yen was already too 
low in terras of foreign 
trade and could only rise 
strongly, he said. 

But “it would be wise 
policy for the G-7 to put in 


Peanuts 



Andy Capp 
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place a yen stabilisaton 
package to avoid these 
risks and preempt the pos- 
sibility of a major shock to 
the world economy.” he 
said, arguing for concerted 
intervention to support the 
yen. 

Such intervention had no 
chance of success unless, at 
the same time, the Japanese 
government launched a 
“credible programme for 
its financial system and 
delays the size of tax 
increases it is planning ro 
reverse the fundamentals 
and market psychology”. 

This week the dollar has 
risen to the highest point 
for four years against the 


yen. moving above L 


on Wednesday, but then 


easing on Friday. 

On Thursday. Deutsche 
Bank Capital Markets 
(Asia) Vice President Ken- 
neth Courtis, said the dol- 
lar was near its peak but 
could still strengthen a lit- 
tle. 

“The dollar is not far 
from its peak” but could 
still progress “a little bit” 
against other currencies. 
Mr. Courtis, also chief 
economist, told reporters at 
the World Economic 
Forum here. 

A shift in sentiment could 
be provoked by a growing 
U.S. trade deficit 

Mr. Courtis said he 
expected a “sharp increase 
in American interest rates” 
from now until the end of 


the year as European coun- 
tries, invigorated by the 
strong dollar, stand to 
attract new investment to 
the detriment of the world’s 
biggest economy. 

American stock prices 
should continue to rise 
after a short correction, he 
said, adding that the Dow 
Jones industrial average, 
the most widely watched 
market index, could breach 
8,000 during the summer. 

The Dow closed Wednes- 
day at 6,738.8 1 points. 

Petrol prices could rise to 
$30 per barrel by year-end 
due to shrinking U.S. 
stocks from around $24 
per barrel of benchmark 
U.S. crude currently. 
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US Dollar 
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.CH Franc ' 
JP Yen 
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Mid-East Currencies 


SA Rival 0.2667 0X369 0.16676 0.37956 32J876 

AE Dirham 0.2724 0.44627 0.17033 0.38769 33.0797 

KW Dinar 3.3094 5X2005 2.06911 4.71032 401.768 

BH Dinar ’ 0.3770 4.34405 1.65837 3.77501 3&06i 


CY Pound 2.0231 3.3136 1.2647 l Z.8784 245.576 


Metal Prices 
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HOROSCOPE y 
FORECAST 
FOR SATURDAY, 
FEBRUARY 1,1997 


By Thomas S. Person. 
Astrologer. Carroll 
Rigfuer Foundation 
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ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Bring your 
finest talents to the fore- 
ground today, and an 
influential person can 
help you capitalise on 
them. The evening is best 
spent at recreation with 
good friends whom you 
enjoy spending quality 
time with. 

TAURUS: (April 20. to 
May 20) More harmony at 
home today can be 
achieved if you apply 
yourself towards your 
career activities. The day 
is fine for inviting some 
carefully chosen guest 
into your home and mak- 
ing them happy being 
together. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Improving rela- 
tionships and communi- 
cating well with others 
today could be v6ry bene- 
ficial if you’re careful 
about iL Be ‘ thoughtful 
and kind when visiting 
friends later this evening 
so that there will be a very 
pleasant time together. 
MOON CHILDREN: (Ju- 
ne 22 to July 21) Luxury 
and a greater income can 
be easily had today if you 
carefully study your situa- 
tion and devise a good 
course of action. If prop- 
erty repairs are imminent, 
get them completed with- 
out haste and make your 
home very pleasing. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) If you maintain a 
courageous and enthusi- 
astic front today: you can 
gain a long-desired per- 
sonal with. Enjoy . a 
favourite hobby with 
close friend and thereby 
strengthen your connec- 
tion. Be very careful -dri- 
ving on the highway. 
VIRGO: (August 22, to 
September 22) .Be more 
thoughtful of your mate 

i . today and^yctuTi.&oth be 

■ much happier^Spiqe-read- 

■ ing later this evening can 
give you good ideas on 
how to go about planning 
a successful course of 
action in the days ahead. 
LIBRA: (September. 23 
to October 22) ■ Get 
together today with some 
outgoing friends and dis- 
cuss your goals and ambi- 
tions concerning career 
activities. Lend a helping 
hand to any friends who 
are having a rough time 
lately and you can 
become quite prestigious. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 2L) If you 
handle your career tasks 
conscientiously and- pre- 
cisely today, your reputa- 
tion can really soar. Be 
sure you leave some time 
later this evening for fun 
with your mate and close 
frien ds w hom you enjoy. 
SAGITTARIUS: (Nov- 
ember 22 to December 
21) Better conditions are 
developing today. You can 
profit from them if you 
think carefully and take 
advantage of opportuni- 
ties which come around. 
This is a good day to plan 
a worthwhile trip with 
your loved ones. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) Use 

_ your natural organisation- 
al ability today to make 
some plans for the days 
ahead. Take— a trip with 
your mate and have a 
great time together, how- 
ever, drive very ''.carefully 
while you are on the high- 
way to prevent any diffi- 
culties. . .... 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February; 19) : Contacl 
some influential friends 
today who can help you 
make your diteams a reali- 
ty. Accept their assistance 
graciously later this 
evening, and be sure to be 
appreciated of whatever 
suggestions are provided. 
PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Use your 
charm todays to gain the 
support of close friends 
and loved ones. Take 
some time later . this 
evening to improve your 
surroundings and make 
them more functional. as J 
well as more attractive for 
those who visit. 
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Birthstone of February: 
Amethyst — Onyx. 
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Business & Finance 


Jordan Imies,, Saturday, February 1, 1997 


Lacklustre activity marks 
trading at AFM last week 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter 

AMMAN — Trading rem- 
ained steady and prices 
dipped a little last week in 
lacklustre business at the 
Amman stock market as the 
Muslim fasting month of 
Ramadan marked its third 
week, brokers said Friday. 

They said investors held 
on to their positions ahead 
of the ‘Eid A1 Fitr holiday, 
which falls around Feb. 7 
marking the end of 
Ramadan, when many spec- 
ulators are expected to 
revive their activities in the 
market 

The weekly report of the 
Amman Financial Market 
(AFM) said turnover for the 
week ending Thursday was 
4.2 million dinars com- 
pared with the previous 
week’s 4.1 million dinars. 

The report said 2.7 million 
shares changed hands under 
1,779 contracts concluded 
during the week, with daily 
average trading of 840,000 
dinars. 

The official AFM index 
based on 60 major compa- 
nies closed at 153.16 points, 
down 0.84 points or 0.55 
points from the week's 


opening of 1 54 points. 

Sectoral indices showed 
service sector firms g ainin g 
0.4 per cent during the 
week, while industrials 
dipped by 1.1 6 per cent 
commercial banks and 
investment houses shed 0.2 
per cent and insurance com- 
panies slipped by 0.4 per 
cent 

Industrials topped the 
week’s trading with a 
turnover of 2.16 million 
dinars, followed by service 
sector companies with a 
volume of ! .68 million 
dinars, commercial banks 
and investment houses with 
400,000 dinars and insur- 
ance companies with 2,730 

dinars. 

Stocks of S3 companies 
were involved in the week’s 
business, with 12 of them 
closing with gains, 55 of 
them slipping and 16 
remaining unchanged. 

Pearl Consulting, a private 
sector firm which maintains 
its own market indicators, 
said its general share price 
index closed with a decline 
of 0.73 per cent 

In sectoral terms. Pearl 
said, commercial banks and 
investment houses dipped 
by 0.14 per cent, insurance 
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li vid took largest portion of 
government tenders in ‘96 

** THE GOVERNMENT Tenders Department (GTD) 
awarded tenders valued at a total of JD1 16 million last year. 
Most of the tenders were for water and sewage projects 
which amounted to JD49 million, GTD Director General 
Nasser Falah Madaha has said. The transport sector ranked 
in second place with a total of JD12.5 million. Tenders 
awarded in the health sector totalled JD15.5 million. Other 
traders included: JD7 million for die education sector, JD2 
million for the housing sector and JD99.000 for the commu- 
nication sector. A total of JD 19. million worth of tenders 
were Upfead over various other sectors. 

Mr; Madaha said the Irbid govemorate took the lion’s 
share as it benefitted of JD53.5 million of the total value of 
all tenders. Amman received JD28-5 million and Karak 
about JDS.5 million and. as such, ranked second and third 
respectively. Other regions included Balqa (JD7 million), 
Aqaba (JD3-5 million) and Maan (JD3.5 million) in addition 
to Mafraq, Zarqa, Madaba. Ajloun and Jerash (Al Dustour). 

JTC weighs reducing telephone 
charges during religious feasts 

**THE JORDAN Telecommunications Company (JTC) 
intends to lower telephone charges for local, national and 
international calls during Muslim and Christian religious 
feasts. JTC Board Chairman Walid Dweik said the idea 
would be proposed to die board of directors during the com- 
ing few days to get their responses and find out the possibil- 
ity of die technical implementation of such an idea. The JTC 
offers reduced charges during national feasts only (Al Ra’i). 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



‘I watered all the plants, except for 
the poinsettias — I gave them 
the leftover eggnog.” 


that scrambled word game 

a by Hwiri Amold and MiXe Arg Irion 


Unscramble These four Jumbles, 
one latter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


GOBUI 

H 


U 

□ 


: 1 


Tlnfficwasamess 

4 


amyanwwt 


WILLT 


nil 



VEE 

NEL [ 

^4 

□ 

□ 




NICKES 



□ 

U 


WHEN he was 

late pop pinner 

SHE VAS 

Now arrange the circled letters so 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


IfeSUrday'S 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: STOOP HITCH CAJOLE BuC ^ 
Answer What it took for the shy gutenst to perform In 
person - LOTS OP PLUCK 


by 0.15 per cent and indus- 
trials by 1.75 per cent while 
service sector firms gained 
0.42 per cent. 

According to Pearl, com- 
mercial banks dipped by 
0.18 per cent, investment 
banks by 0.09 per cent, spe- 
cialised credit institutions 
by 0-27 per cent and Islamic 
banks by 1 .09 cent. 

In the services sector. 
Pearl said, energy compa- 
nies gained 0.98 per cent 
and tour companies and 
hotels notched up 1.44 per 
cent while transport firms 
lost 0.73 per cent, invest- 
ment and real estate compa- 
nies 1.34 per cent and enti- 
ties in the education and 
related sectors shed 0.77 per 
cenL 

Among industrials, min- 
ing companies shed 0.93 per 
cent, chemical and petrole- 
um firms 1 .84 per cent, 
firms in the supply and con- 
sumption sector 0.84 per 
cent, pharmaceuticals 4.75 
per cent, engineering com- 
panies 2.43 per cent and 
packing companies 0.1 1 per 
cenL Textiles gained 0.77 
per cent and construction 
companies 0.12 per cent. 

A monthly assessment 
provided by Pearl showed 
that commercial banks and 
investment houses dipped 
by 1.45 per cent since the 
beginning of the year, ser- 
vices sector firms by 2.83 
per cent and industrials by 
3.37 per cent. Insurance 
stocks gained 0.22 per cent, 
it said. 

Pearl's general share price 
index dipped by 2.31 per 
cent in January. 

During the same month, a 
further split-up by Pearl 
showed, commercial banks 
dipped by 1.82 per cent, 
investment houses 2.11 per 
cent and specialised credit 
institutions by 1.06 per cent 
while Islamic banks gained 
037 per cent 

In the services sector, 
according to Pearl's month-' 
lyre-port, energy firms shed 
139 per cent, tourism com- 
panies and hotels 3.75 per 
cent, press and publications 
companies 033 per cent and 
firms in the education and 
related sectors declined by 
1.89 per cent. Transport 
companies gained 1.69 per 
cent and real estate firms 
0.23 per cent 

Among industrials, said 
Peari, mining companies 
dipped by 2.17 per cent in 
January, chemical and 
petroleum companies 232 
per cent, firms in the supply 
and consumption sector by 
1.77 per cent, pharmaceuti- 
cals by 3.33 per cent, engi- 
neering companies by 6.32 
per cent textiles by 4.35 per 
cent and packing companies 
by 1 .41 per cenL Construc- 
tion companies gained 3.22 
per cenL 
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WRIGC ESI LAST 

COMPART RAMS 

P/E 

DIV 

no. or 

Ho. OP 

VALUE 

OPBMING 

RICK 

LON 

CLOSING 

CHANGE AVERAGE TURNOVER 

NO. OP 

3 KBZXS 




CONTRACT SHARES 

TRADED 

PRICE 



PRICE 


MARKET SHARES 

TRADING 

HIGH LOU 





EXECUTES 

JD 






PRICE 

DAYS 

351.000 260.000 

ARAB BAMX 

14.0 

1.37 

22 

760 

194465 

256.25 257.00 255.50 

255.50 - 

.75 

255-875 

.017 

5 

5.200 5.100 

CAIRO AMKAS BAN* 

10.3 

3.00 

1 

300 

1500 

5.10 

5.00 

5. 00 

5.00 - 

.10 

S.ooo 

.OaJ 

1 

3.200 3.080 

BANK OP JORDAN 

11.1 

0.00 

1 

200 

650 

3.18 

3.25 

3.29 

3.25 * 

.07 

3.250 

.002 

1 

1.190 1.100 

MID. EAST IHV.BK. 

74.9 

0.00 

31 

20300 

13277 

1.16 

1.17 

1.13 

1.14 - 

.02 

1.147 

.203 

5 

2.330 2.190 

INDUSTRIAL DEV. Bit- 

5.3 

6.00 

13 

3400 

7845 

2.33 

2.35 

2.30 

2.32 - 

.01 

2.307 

.031 

3 

4.800 4 .630 

THE BOOS QMS BE. 


2.96 

14 

4237 

19877 

4.68 

4.7J 

4.67 

4.67 - 

.01 

4.691 

.017 

3 

2.690 2.550 

JCft.EVKAlT BANK 


0,00 

20 

2039S 

550B3 

2.69 


2.67 

2.72 * 

.03 

2.701 

.204 

5 

.180 .950 

JOB-GULP BANE 

S.7 

7.29 

22 

46750 

45101 

.97 

.97 

.95 

.96 - 

.01 

.965 

.234 

S 

3.770 3.570 

JOB. ISLAMIC BANK 


0.00 

44 

11185 

42314 

3.76 


3.75 

3.75 - 

.01 

3.783 

.077 

5 

1.450 1.430 

OS ION BE.5AV.IHV. 

104. D 

0.00 

1 

200 

290 

1.45 

1.45 

1.45 

1.45 

- 

1.450 

.002 

l 

3.600 3.SOO 

JOR. ZNV. FIN. BANK 

19.4 

0.00 

3 

211 

757 

3.60 

3.59 

3.5* 

3.59 - 

.01 

3 .588 

.002 

2 

1.800 1.720 

BEIT. AL- HAL (BE1INA) 

1.0 

8.98 

4 

500 

826 

1.72 


1.63 

’.67 - 

.05 

1.652 

.025 

1 

1.310 1.260 

philadel.imv.be. 

- 

0.00 

7 

2825 

3661 

1.78 

1.30 

1.37 

1-30 * 

.02 

1.292 

.028 

3 


C T O R 



183 

111263 

395635 

INDEX 

miNBER 

■ 194.89 

CHAHOE t- 

0.20* 


1.740 1.740 

ARABIAN SEAS IHSCR. 

12.1 

4.55 

1 

750 

1730 

1.74 

1.65 

1.65 

1.65 - 

.09 

1.651 

.047 

1 

2.300 2.300 

SEVERAL ARAB XXSOR. 

73.2 

0.00 

2 

1 3 B 

394 

2-30 

2-30 

2.30 

2.10 

- 

2.297 

.011 

1 

4.250 4.250 

JERUSALEM IMSDR. 

11.5 

4.71 

1 

too 

425 

4.35 

4.25 

4.25 

4.25 

- 

4.250 

.009 

1 

1.940 1.890 

JOR PROCH IHSUR. 

5.1 

10.42 

4 

400 

771 

1.94 

1.93 

1.92 

1.92 - 

.02 

1.92B 

.018 

‘ 2 

IBSORARCE 

SECTOR 

. 


e 

1178 

7728 

INDEX 

NUMBER 

i 130.04 

CHANGE 1- 

0.448 


1.C40 1.C20 

JOR. ELECTRIC PHI. 

11.0 

7-55 

74 

92386 

147645 

1.63 

1.63 

1.59 

1.59 - 

.04 

1-598 

.616 

5 

8.250 8.000 

JOR. HOTEL TOURISM 

17.7 

1.99 

1 

30000 

747500 

8.25 

B. 25 

8.25 

8.25 

- 

8.250 

.600 

1 

1.540 1.430 

IRBID ELECTRICITY 

9-8 

6.67 

4 

3400 

- • 5093 

1.43 

1.50 

1.43 

1.50 4 

.07 

1.4*8 

.113 

3 

6-300 6.000 

VBCLS. OWNERS FED- 

11.1 

5.56 

1 

500 

3150 

6.30 

6.30 

6.30 

6.30 

- 

4.300 

.083 

1 

5.000 4.400 

Arab inti.. hotels 

18.4 

2.76 

15 

80537 

171462 

4.40 

4.65 

4.50 

4.65 4 

.25 

1.612 

.895 

3 

2.580 2.450 

SHIPPING LIMES 

10.4 

8.1) 

« 

4250 

104 14 

2.50 

2.46 

2.45 

2.46 - 

.01 

2.450 

.061 

1 

1.260 1.180 

HAIL. PORTFOLIO 

- 

c.oa 

S3 

18620 

2721 3 

1.21 

1.22 

1.17 

1.20 - 

.01 

1.19] 

.372 

5 

.930 .860 

REAL ESTATE XKV. 

19.3 

4.28 

5 

1275 

1118 

.91 

.88 

.87 

.97 - 

.04 

. B 7 7 

.027 

2 

.630 .590 

JORDAN ZMTL.TRAO- 

30.8 

0.00 

i 

600 

SOU 

.62 

.60 

.60 

.60 - 

.07 

.600 

.015 

1 

1.60D 1.510 

KID. EAST HOTELS 

65.5 

0.00 

I 

250 

380 

1.51 

1.62 

1.57 

1.52 - 

.01 

1.520 

.005 

1 

3.560 3.460 

ARAB lKTL.ltrV.EDUC. 

14.0 

S.6S 

10 

4200 

14812 

1.55 

3.62 

3.45 

1.54 - 

.01 

3.517 

.041 

4 

1.090 1.030 

ZAftJCA EDUCATION 

- 

0. DO 

12 

8340 

8488 

1.06 

1.06 

1.04 

1.04 - 

.0] 

1.042 

.185 

2 

2.230 2.090 

UNIFIED CO. 

1 1.0 

4.18 

'1 

79500 

4 1884 

Ml 

2.1} 

2.09 

2.09 - 

.04 

2.09 8 

.590 

4 

.880 .830 

UNION LAND DEV. 

- 

0.00 


1 1RS0 

I 1 I2» 

.86 

.85 

.84 

.84 - 

.01 

.841 

.277 

1 

SERVICES 

SECTOR 



241 

74:608 

606 181 

INDEX 

NUMBER 

: 111 

.81 

CHANCE 

0.404 


3.400 3.300 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

19.6 

2.9? 

57 

44072 

150391 

3.40 

3.4] 

3.35 

J.43 * 

.03 

3.412 

.073 

5 

3.330 3.170 

JOR . PHOSPHATE HINES 

35.7 

0.00 

29 

100B67 

342872 

3.33 

3.40 

3.32 

3.32 - 

.01 

3.399 

.229 

4 

5.900 S .570 ARAB POTASS CO. 

17.6 

3.45 

15 

2604 

15259 

5.90 

5.90 

5.80 

5.80 - 

.10 

5.860 

.003 

4 

10.040 9.640 

JOR. PETROL. RKF1NARY 

10.0 

B. 11 

45 

6390 

63709 

9.98 

10.01 

9.87 

9.87 - 

.11 

9.970 

.100 

5 

6.400 6.250 

JORDAN TANNING 

6.7 

5.76 

4 

325 

7031 

6.26 

(.25 

6.25 

6.25 

- 

6.249 

.033 

2 

1.270 1.190 

WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

57. 3 

0.00 

1 

4200 

-5418 

1.23 

1.29 

1.29 

1.29 4 

.06 

1.290 

.420 

1 

2.730 2.420 

INDUSTRIAL CQHH.M3R. 

34.0 

0.00 

15 

4580 

11652 

2.60 

2.56 

2.50 

2.53 - 

.07 

2.544 

.092 

2 

6.950 6.800 

JOR. WORSTED HILLS 

8.9 

3.60 

1 

3500 

24325 

6.95 

6.95 

6.96 

(.95 

- 

6.950 

.088 

3 

3.720 3.460 

ARAB PHARH. KANF- 

19.9 

5.52 

52 

15834 

67427 

3.72 

3.(8 

3.60 

3.62 - 

.10 

1.626 

.176 

5 

6.600 S.900 

JOR. CERAMIC IND. 

8.2 

3.79 

« 

too 

1868 

6.60 

(.60 

4.27 

5-60 

- 

( .447 

.024 

1 

1.650 1.590 

JOR. PIPES MANFCT. 

B . 9 

7.50 

2 

600 

490 

1.61 

1.(0 

1.6P 

1.60 - 

.01 

1.600 

.018 

2 

5.050 4 . 850 

PAR 4LDAMA DV. IIIJ. 

12.6 

4.15 

16 

8000 

1712 J 

4.88 

4. BO 

4.60 

4.(0 - 

.28 

4.179 

.131 

5 

3.650 3.480 

ARAB ALUH.IMD. 

B.B 

8.45 

1 

650 

2108 

1.61 

1.56 

1.55 

1.55 - 

.06 

1.551 

.011 

2 

.650 .610 

LIVESTOCK 6 POULIRT 

- 

0.00 

51 

*•8900 

15686 

.67 

.61 

.60 

.60 - 

.07 

.606 

1.785 

5 

1.230 1.140 

ARAB PAPER CONV.TRP. 

8.2 

8.61 

10 

3350 

4002 

1.71 

1.70 

1.J9 

1.20 - 

.01 

1.195 

.141 

3 

.720 .670 

NATIONAL I NOS. 

9.8 

9. 09 

49 

2 7 300 

18207 

.61 

.67 

.66 

.11 - 

.01 

.667 

.455 

5 

1.150 1.060 

INTZRMED. PETRO . CHEM . 

- 

0.00 

38 

17907 

119 7 7 

1.1J 

1.10 

1.07 

1.09 - 

.04 

1.083 

.323 

4 

.840 .800 

JOR. ROdMOOL IHDS. 

13B.6 

0.00 

4 

1200 

948 

.80 

.79 

.79 

.79 - 

-01 

.790 

.040 

1 

2.930 2.640 

DNIV.CaEM.XND6. 

67.4 

0.00 

5 

750 

1911 

2.64 

2.55 

2.55 

2.55 - 

.09 

2.551 

.050 

2 

2.600 2.540 

NATL. CABLE NIRS.KFAC 

14.3 

0.00 

• 

52650 

123744 

2.59 

2.46 

2.35 

2.35 - 

.24 

2.350 

1.053 

3 

.830 .790 

JOB. SULPUO-CHEH 

- 

0.00 

* 

3000 

2445 

.82 

.82 

.80 

.80 - 

.02 

.815 

.075 

4 

1.520 1.370 

ARAB PHARM.CREM. 

26.6 

0.00 

«1 

12300 

17378 

1.47 

1.45 

1.39 

1.42 - 

.05 

1.413 

.246 

5 

1.130 Z.100 

KAWTHER INVEST. 

37.0 

5.83 

4 

1200 

1233 

1.10 

1.05 

1.00 

1.03 - 

.07 

1.028 

.060 

2 

1.770 1.690 

UN XV. BOON. IHDS. 

5.1 

11.90 

10 

2BOO 

4717 

1.71 

1.71 

1.68 

1.68 - 

.03 

1.685 

.036 

1 

1.370 1.270 

JOR. ZTO6. RESOURCES 

16.4 

0.00 

22 

7450 

9731 

1.35 

1.32 

1.30 

1.31 - 

.04 

1.306 

.093 

4 

.970 .920 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

25.0 

0.00 

109 

84450 

77933 

.95 

.94 

.90 

.92 - 

.03 

.923 

1.056 

5 

1.940 1.850 

EL -XAY READY NEAR 

125.4 

0.00 

10 

100044 

195611 
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1.97 

1.90 

1.95 4 

.08 

1.955 
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2 
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nUL. TOBACCO 
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0.00 

54 

75700 

94779 
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1.28 
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UNION CH. 6 VEG. 

24.6 

0.00 

19 

12550 

12814 

1.04 

1.04 
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1.00 - 

.04 

1.021 

.359 

5 

INDUSTRIAL SECTOR 
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648857 
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INDEX 
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CHANGE 1- 

1.14Z 


GRAND TOTAL 



1150 

1049101 

2637746 

INDEX 

NUMBER 

I 153.16 

CHANGE 1- 

0.55* 
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DURING THE LAST COMPANY MAKE 

P/E 
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1 . 
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VALUE 

0 PENN INC 

HIGH 

LON 

CLOSING CHANCE. AVERAGE TURNOVER 

BO. OF 

3 WEEKS 




CONTRACT SHARES 

TRADED 

PRICE 



PRICE 


MARKET SHARES 

TRADING 

HIGH 

LON 




EXECUTED 

JD 






PRICE 


DAYS 
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36.100 JOR TOURIST TRAMS. CO 

2.2 

2-9* 

2 

400 

13720 

Ik. 10 
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33.50 
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2 
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55 

92300 
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-54 

.55 

.53 
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5 
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0.00 

2 
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2 
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.(■ 
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- 
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5 
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- 
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10 
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.477 
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4 
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- 
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57 
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4 
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- 
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24 
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.490 KAXXAK DIES 6 MOULDS 
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.01 
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5 
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- 
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13 
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.65 
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5 

-760 
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- 

0.0D 

24 
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5 
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.500 ARAB ELECT- IKD5 . 
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0.00 

1 
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■ 7 
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5 
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DA JAN 

JEWEL I ERS 


World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A tridy unique shop. 


Outstanding designs. 


Amra Hotel Shops 
6th Circle, Amman 
Also in Brazil 



FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani, second floor; 
220 sq.m.’ 

- 3 bedrooms- in Al Rabia 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 

Abjoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 


STUDIO HAIG 

Profession*! QuaHtyf in 
1 Hoar Service 

Develop yoctr cokmr film at 
oar Aop end get> 

• JUMBO phmtm 


• Free mmlmrgm- 


Opp. Grindkyi 
Bank. Ptoae: SMOG 
Swefieb td: 823891 
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FOB RENT 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 


III : 699369 
I \\ : 704414 



fledjausicuit 

feppanyaki 
Sashimi 
Sushi 




Quality Furnished Suites 

One & Two Bedrooms 

Reasonable Rates For Short 
Or Long Stay 


5 th Circle 

Tel. 692672 Fax 674551 


CROWN HCHB. 


- INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING POOL 
-SAUNA, JACUZZI & 
MASSAGE 
-FITNESS ROOM 
-TENNIS & SQUASH 
COURTS 


TEL: 758180 
Radio & TV Station Rd. 




FOR 
r RENT 

I iJcluXi; \lllrtS 

1-0 f- 

Appm irrents 


in Amman 


For details please oall 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 


TO RDUERT1SE (N 
THIS SECTION CRLL 
66717176 - 670141/4 
E»t. 223 
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PIZZA GRANDE< 

Jl)e f\e<3l Hsliar) paste 
Gourmet pEZfl . 

We use a# uerybestt&r&igs 


Try ike Only 
STUFFED PIZZA*. 

X utoh-a (CfitogoStyta] ^ 

> PAN PIZZA 

^ (Timor TlMkCnm) ^'.Vf 
7L ITALIAN SANDWICHES 

b&aa*.y.?£c. ^ 

Tie lafctr Term* B) Tb* Main Imnaz 

AtahSa ~ Abala 

Supentore 

Tel. 688 471 ExL 32 
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African votes could bring 
Johansson FIFA prize 


LISBON (R) — [f UEFA President Lennart Johansson 
succeeds Juao Havdange 3 s president of soccer s world 
governing body FIFA ne\r year, it would be a case of histo- 
ry repeating itself. 

The affable 66-year-old Swede has bounced back from a 
credibility rating of virtually zero alter his unfortunate 
racist remarks about Africans last November to u position 
of strength — based on African support. 

It was largely African backing which helped Havdange 
win the FIFA presidency himself in 1974. The Brazilian 
courted and won his votes with much behind the scenes 
manoeuvring and promises of increased African representa- 
tion at future World Cups. 

Johansson has also gone for African support, albeit in the 
full clan? of publicity, aligning UEFA. European soccer's 
governing body, with CAF. their African counterparts, in an 
historic friendship and sponsorship accord involving a 
glitzy all star match and the introduction of a new Under-I7 
Tournament. 

All the moves have been done in the open with the 
avowed aim of developing .African soccer. The second half 
of the notion — support the Africans and they will support 
you — has not been so much as whispered but the intention 
could hardly have been clearer. 

If Johansson does secure the African vote — and there is 
still more than a year to so before it will be taken — he has 
pulled off a shrewd masterstroke to ensure his political sur- 
vival. 

Apart from the grand political gesture of launching the all 
star match and the under- 1 7 Meridian Cup. he has more 
importantly set up joint accords between UEFA and CAF. 

This initiative, signed on Thursday and known as the con- 
vention. promises extensive co-operation in all football- 
related matters as well as aid on and off the playing field to 
the African nations. 

The entire package comprising aid. sponsorship, technical 
help and support to CAF and African national federations, 
is being compared to the assistance programme UEFA set 
up to help the former Soviet states in the early 1990s. 

Both moves strengthen Johansson's powerbase. helping 
him first win over the Eastern European nations and now 
the Africans in his drive to become the most important man 
in world soccer. 

Much can happen between now and when Havelange 
steps down after next year's World Cup finals in France. 

But a number of senior African officials said this week 
that their v otes would probably be cast for Johansson, rather 


than their own likely candidate Issa Hayatou of Cameroon, 
a youthful, vigorous man who seems to embody the 
dynamism of his continent. 

But if Hayatou does not win the vote next year, he is 
unlikely to be disappointed for too long. 

The idea that the presidency of FIFA, as well as the venue 
of future World Cup finals, should be rotated between 
Europe. Africa, Asia and South America is still a topic for 
discussion. 

As part of a probable deal for backing Johansson, the 
Africans are likely to insist on a new ruling that would limit 
the term of office for any future FIFA president to either 
two or three four-year terms. 

This is revolutionary stuff for. once in place, FIFA presi- 
dents have historically been in no rush to leave. 

By the time he quits office, Havelange. who will be 82 
next summer, would have held his autocratic sway over 
FIFA for 24 years. His English predecessor Sir Stanley 
Rous was president for 13 years, while the presidency of 
Jules Rimet of France lasted for 33 years from 1921-54. 

Daniel Burley Woolfall of England even technically 
remained as FIFA president for three years after his death in 
1918 — but that was through no divine intervention, mere- 
ly a problem created by the confusion in Europe following 
the First World War. 

Johansson seems to have come through a potentially dif- 
ficult week sitting alongside the Africans with his integrity 
if not entirely restored then at least not further harmed. 

Last November he referred to Africans as “blackies” — a 
remark he has admitting making and which he said was 
meant to be funny though he has since acknowledged it was 
stupid and ignorant. 

Johansson and Hayatou were all smiles and handshakes 
on Thursday when they signed their new agreement and it 
was hard to see how heat could seriously challenge the 
older and vastly more experienced Johansson for the presi- 
dency — even if Hayatou himself still has considerable 
African support. 

Other challengers are believed to be waiting in the wings 
and the names of current FIFA general secretary Sepp 
Blatter and Italian Franco Cairaro. the newly-elected presi- 
dent of the Italian league and a member of the internation- 
al Olympic committee have been mentioned. 

Johansson however, appears to have redeemed hims elf 
this week in Lisbon. If he does win the vote next year, this 
week could well have proved decisive. 



Ukrainian basketball player Aieksnnder Okunski (R) shoots in the front of 
Croatian player Sandro Nkevie lL> during the qualification match between 
Croatia and Bulgaria for the European championship in the Croatian port of 
Rijeka on January 29. Croatia won S5 -66 (Reuters photo) 


‘49ers 
Sapolu 
has heart 
surgery’ 

SAN FRANCISCO (R) — 
San Francisco 49ers offen- 
sive lineman Jesse Sapolu, 
a member of four super 
bowl-winning teams, had 
heart surgery earlier this 
week, a newspaper report- 
ed Thursday. 

The 35-year-old Sapolu, 
a two-time pro bowl selec- 
tion, had surgery to replace 
a valve in his heart, the San 
Francisco Chronicle 
reported. 

“As far as heart surgery 
goes, it’s relatively minor, 
and he’s doing great,” 
Dwight Clark, the 49ers’ 
vice president and director 
of football operations, told 
the Chronicle. 

The report said team doc- 
tors knew Sapolu had had 
the valve leak since his 
youth, but the staff did not 
consider the condition 
threatening until it began 
increasing in size recently. 

The team was told that 
Sapolu was up and around 
and not in intensive care, 
the newspaper reported. 

After his recovery Sapolu 
should be allowed to con- 
tinue doing everything he 
did before, but is likely to 
announce his retirement, 
given his age and the 
team's rebuilding plans. 

A veteran of 170 games 
in a 49ers uniform. Sapolu 
was drafted in the 11th 
round in 19S3 out of the 
university of Hawaii. He 
became a starter in 1987 
and was selected to one pro 
bowl as a guard and anoth- 
er as a centre. 

Sapolu also mode the pro 
bowl this season as an 
alternate to Dallas 
Cowboys centre Ray 
Donaldson. 


Alberto Tomba of Italy passes a gate during the first leg of a World Cup slalom in Schladming. Tomba placed third 
after the first leg and went on to win the race with a combined tim e of one minute 35.87 seconds. Austria's Thomas 
Stangassinger finished second and Franks Sebastien Amiez finished in third place (Reuters photo) 

Tomba seizes first victory of season 


SCHLADMING, Austria (R) — 
Italian Alberto Tomba seized his 
first victory of the season in a 
men's World Cup night slalom on 
Thursday, proving his fitness for 
his home Alpine Skiing World 
Championships in Sestriere. 

Tomba clocked an aggregate 
time of one minute 35.87 sec- 
onds on the Planai Piste, and is 
now anxious for the February 16 
championship slalom which will 
also be raced under floodlights. 

“It was very important for me 


to win a race before Sestriere.’* 
said Tomba. ‘This gives me con- 
fidence. Now I have two weeks 
to continue preparing for 
Sestriere.’* 

Austria’s first-run Leader 
Thomas Stangassinger was sec- 
ond (1:36.03) despite a mistake 
in the middle section, while 
Frenchman Sebastien Amiez was 
third (1:36.19). 

Austria’s Thomas Sykora 
defied a hip injury sustained in a 
heavy fall before last Sunday’s 


slalom in Kitzbuehel to improve 
on a first-leg ninth place for 
overall fourth (1:36.23). 

Sykora has won five of the 
eight slaloms staged so far this 
season, finished second once and 
continues to head the slalom 
World Cup standings. 

“1 am happy Tomba won. Now 
he is the favourite for the 
Sestriere slalom.” said Sykora. 
This removes a lot of weight 
from my shoulders.” 



after horrific injury 

Hoddle recalls Shearer, Flowers and Lee for Italy match 


LONDON (R) — Blackburn's Graeme Le Saux was 
drafted in to the England squad on Thursday for the 
first time since he broke his fibula, dislocated his 
ankle and ruptured tendons in his right leg 14 months 
ago. 

Le Saux is one of four players recalled to manager 
Glenn Hoddle ’s 24- man party to face Italy in a vital 
World Cup Group Two qualifier against Italy at 
Wembley on February 12. 

The others are striker Alan Shearer, who missed 
England’s 2-0 defeat of Georgia in November 
through injury, Shearer’s Newcastle team mate 
Robert Lee and Le Saux’s Blackburn colleague goal- 
keeper Tim Flowers. 

With Everton left-back Andy Hinchcliffe sidelined 
for the rest of the season with a knee injury and 
Manchester United's Philip Neville grounded by 
glandular fever, Le Saux may walk straight back into 
the left wing-back position he favours. 

“There's are not many players who can play that 
position naturally and graerae is one of them,” 
Hoddle told a news conference. “He's recaptured his 
form and we’re delighted for him.” 

Le Saux, bom in the Channel Islands, won the last 
of his 12 caps in a friendly against Portugal in 
December 1995. 

Four days later he broke bis leg and seriously dam- 
aged his ankle in a freak accident during a league 
match. He returned to the Blackburn first team just 
four months ago. 

The irrepressible Paul Gascoigne is in the squad 
despite having his left ankle in plaster. 

He picked up an injury while playing for Glasgow 
Rangers in a six-a-side tournament in the 
Netherlands but has assured Hoddle he will be fit to 
face the italians. coming to Wembley for their first 
competitive match under new coach cesare Maldini. 

“He feels he’s okay and his doctors feel he’ll be 
okay come the 12th,” Hoddle said. “But it’s one of 
those injuries where you just can’t tell and we won’t 
really know how he is until Thursday or Friday next 
week.” 


Tottenham's Teddy Sheringham. who scored 
against Georgia, misses out after limping out of train- 
ing on Monday with a nagging ankle injury which he 
first suffered at the start of the month. 

Sheringham’s Spurs team mate Darren Anderton. 
who is gradually fighting his way back to full fitness, 
is not recalled. 

The other absentee from the squad that faced 
Georgia is Arsenal’s former England captain David 
Platt (hamstring), who played in Italy with Bari, 
Juventus and sampdoria. 

Both England and Italy go into the match with 100 
percent records. England won their first three match- 
es, Italy their first two. 

The Italians are in transition following the resigna- 
tion of former coach Arrigo Sacchi and the appoint- 
ment of Maldini. 

Tm not sure if that is an advantage or a disadvan- 
tage.’ Hoddle said. “If Sacchi were still manager 
there would be pressure on the players. That pres- 
sure’s now been lifted.” 

Squad: 

Goalkeepers — David Seaman (Arsenal). Ian 
Walker (Tottenham Hotspur), David James 
(Liverpool). Tim Flowers (Blackburn). 

Defenders — Gary Neville (Manchester United) 
Swart Pearce (Nottingham Forest), Graeme Le Saux 
(Blackburn), Gareth Southgate (Aston Villa) Tony 
Adams (Arsenal). Sol Campbell (Tottenham 
Hotspur). Dominic Matteo (Liverpool) 

Midfielders — Paul Ince (Inter Milan), Paul 
Gascoigne (Rangers), David Beckham (Manchester 
Ututed). Steve Mcmanaman (Liverpool), David Batty 

Tissier 

• N j ck 2 Barm *y (Everton), Alan Shearer 

Les Ferdinand (Both Newcastle), Robbie Fowler 
(Liverpool), Ian Wnght. Paul Merson (Both Arsenal). 


CINEMA 


TEL634144 




CINEMA 


TEL634144 CINEMA 


PHILADELPHIA “1” jjy PHILADELPHIA ‘‘2” A 


Eddie Murphy & 
Angela Bassett in 

VAMPIRE IN 
BROOKLYN 

Shows: 12:30, 3:00, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


Michael Douglas & 
Annett Benning ... in 

THE AMERICAN 
| PRESIDENT 

j Shows: 12:30, 3:00, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


TEL699238 S/' CINEMA 


PLflzn 


Keanu Reeves & 
Doiph Lundgren.Jn 


Johnny Mnemonic 




A 


Shows: 12:00, 2:00, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 
^ ' -A 




CONCORD 



CONCORD “1” 

SEVEN 

Shows: 12:15. 2:15, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


CONCORD “2” 
Coming Soon... 
“Custom made Citizen” 

\ 7116 satirical play starring Mousa Hijazin 


Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre 

TEL: 625155 


The theatre opens on the 
Ramadan Holiday 

with the new play entitled 

Aman.. Ya Ho 
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Steffi Graf 


Hingis win 100th singles match 
as Graf beats Majoli 


TOKYO (AFP) — Australian Open cham- 
pion-Martina Hingis made south Amanda 
Coetzer her 100th career singles scalp on 
Friday and is now on collision course with 
• Steffi Graf atjthe Toray P^n Pacific ©pen. 

Hingis beat: the South African 6-0. 6-1 
while Graf beat defending champion Iva 
Majoli 6-2, 6-3 to reach the semifinals. The 
two are on course to meet in the final. 

“It’s great. In the last couple of weeks, I 
have won so many matches. I'm very happy 
with ray game right now” said Hingis of her 
100th win. 

The Swiss teenager, who became the 
youngest Grand Slam champion this centu- 
ry by winning the Australian Open at 16 
years, three months and 26 days, stretched 
her winning streak this year to 13 matches. 

Hingis, who also won the Sydney tourna- 
ment, attributed her form to her longer rack- 
et which she has been using this year. 

“It improved my serve. Especially from 
the baseline, I hit so hard and strong and so 
fast Since I’m playing with this racket, I 
haven’t lost one match,” said Hingis. 

The teenager said she had trouble keeping 
her cool in the second set of the match. “If 
you lose the first set 6-0. you try to do 
something else. She started to play a little 
more aggressive. 


“But I just felt very confident today, 
maybe I couldn't play that great, but I was 
still hitting everything in. It was not just 
luck, but it was a very good. luckv dav” 
■added the World No. 2. r 

Graf,' seeking to regain the title she won in' 
1986, 1990 and 1994, was also happier with 
her match. 

The German World No. 1, who crashed 
out to Coetzer at the Australian Open, said: 
“I did play my backhand a lot better than in 
the first match. I didn't make a Jot of mis- 
takes today and I played a lot deeper ... 
that’s the key to my backhand.” 

Majoli commented: “There was nothing I 
could do.” 

“The surface is so fasL Steffi likes it. It’s 
almost like Wimbledon grass courts. I guess 
I have to work more. I've never beaten 
Steffi, so I hope my chance will come one 
day.” 

In the semi-finals, Graf will take on Dutch 
power-server Brenda Schultz-McCarthy. 
who outgunned 1994 Wimbledon champion 
Conchita Martinez of Spain 6-1, 6-0. 

Hingis will play fourth-seeded Anke 
Huber of Germany, the winner over 
Olympic champion Lindsay Davenport of 
the United States 6-3, 4-6, 6-2. 


Nuggets overcome 48 Olajuwon 
points to beat the Rockets 


HOUSTON (lO — Ricky Pierce scored 25 
points and Laphonso Ellis had 11 of his 23 
in the fourth quarter as the Denver Nuggets 
overcame 48 points by Hakeem Olajuwon 
for a 113-109 victory over the Houston 
Rockets on Thursday. 

Dale Ellis had 20 points and Ervin 
Johnson grabbed 1 5 rebounds for Denver. 

Olajuwon didn’t attempt a free throw and 
made 24 field goals. 

“I kept waiting for a foul and when I 
asked, they (the officials) said they would 
call one when they saw one,” said 
Olajuwon, who made just one basket in the 
final 8:32. “I took good shots, but they 
rolled in and rolled out That’s basketball.” 

Olajuwon s 24 field goals without a free 
throw is believed to match an NBA all-time 
high established by Kareem Abdul-Jabbar 
of the Milwaukee Bucks on January 25th, 
1973. Wilt Chamberlain and Alex English 
each made -22 field goals without a free 
throw. 

In Dallas. Sam Mitchell scored 21 points 
and the Minnesota Timberwolves used a 
pair of 7-0 bursts two minutes apart and 
beat the Dallas Mavericks for the sixth 
straight time. 92-82. 

Tom Gugliotta scored 17 points and 
Kevin Garnett added 15 for the 
Timberwolves, who won despite the 
absence of injured rookie point guard 
Stephen Maibury. 

Chris Gatling had 29 points and 18 
rebounds for Dallas. 

In Los Angeles, Loy Vaught scored 20 of 
bis 28 points in the second half as the Lx>s 
Angeles Clippers sent the reeling 
Vancouver Grizzlies to their seventh con- 
secutive loss. 100-94. 


VaugbL who had 1 1 rebounds, recorded 
his 25th double double of the season for the 
Clippers. Darrick Martin added 13 and 
Malik Sealy had 12. 

Bryant Reeves led Vancouver with 25 
points. 

At New Jersey, Kendall Gill scored 32 
points and rookie Kerry Kittles scored half 
of his 20 points in the fourth quarter as the 
New Jersey Nets snapped a three-game los- 
ing streak with a 113-101 victory over the 
struggling Phoenix Suns. 

Khalid Reeves, who had six three-point- 
ers, added 25 points and nine assists. 

Jayson Williams grabbed 20 rebounds for 
New Jersey. 

In Sacramento, Michael Jordan scored 
nine of his 32 points iu a game-ending surge 
as the Chicago Bulls won their fifth straight 
game. 1 1 1-93 over the Sacramento Kings. 

Scottie Pippen added 22 points and Toni 
Kukoc contributed 16 for Chicago, which 
improved the league’s best road record to 
1 8-4. 

Luc Lougley grabbed 1 1 rebounds for the 
Bulls, and Jason Caffey and Randy Brown 
each scored 1 1 points for Chicago. 

In Utah, Karl Malone scored 32 points 
and grabbed 15 rebounds to lead the Utah 
Jazz to their fifth straight victory. 102-96 
over the Atlanta Hawks. 

John Stockton added 16 points and 11 
assists, and Greg Foster netted 13 points for 
Utah. 

Steve Smith had 41 points and Mookie 
Blaylock 15 for Atlanta. 


Deion 
Sanders 
returns 
to baseball 
with Reds 

CINCINNATI (R.) — 

Deion Sanders, who wants 
to add a world series ring to 
his championship jewellery 
collection, will once again 
be a two-sport star after 
signing a contract to return 
to Major League Baseball 
with the Cincinnati Reds 
on Thursday. 

Sanders, who sat out the 
1996 baseball season to 
concentrate on playing 
football for the Dallas 
Cowboys, signed a one- 
year contract with the Reds 
with a mutual option year. 
Financial terms of the deal 
were not disclosed. 

“I am pleased to be back 
in Cincinnati. I intend on 
playing a full season with 
the Cincinnati Reds.” said 
Sanders, who entered the 
news conference walking 
hand-in-hand with contro- 
versial Reds owner Marge 
SchotL 

“This is the only team ... 
In baseball that I have real- 
ly felt like it was afamily. 1 
love the city of Cincinnati. 

I really do. and that had a 
lot to do with it,” added 
Sanders, who also has 
played baseball for the 
New York Yankees, Atlanta 
Braves and San Francisco 
Giants. 

Sanders, considered the 
premier defensive back in 
the National Football 
League and one of its 
speediest players, played 
both defence and offence 
for the Dallas Cowboys 
this past season after 
putting his baseball career 
on bold. 

He is the only athlete to 
play in both baseball’s 
World Series and football's 
Super Bowl. 

He was ^member of the - 
Atlanta Braves team that 
lost the World Series in 
1992. He won the 1995 
Super Bow] following his 
one season with the San 
Francisco 49ers. He then 
signed a highly-publicised 
seven-year, $35 million 
contract with the Cowboys 
and won another Super 
Bowl in his first season 
with Dallas. 

Sanders committed him- 
self full time to football in 
1996 and had been without 
a baseball contract since : 
finishing the 1995 season i 
with San Francisco Giants. | 

“In my life, this is a chap- j 
ter that I'm not willing to j 
close at this time, that’s , 
why I reopened it, because 
I truly enjoy the game of 
baseball,” the flashy star 
said. 

“It's all ray body knows. 
I've been doing it since I 
was seven years old. play- 
ing both sports." 

He said he does not 
expect his return to base- 
ball to affect his status with 
the Cowboys. 

"The Dallas Cowboys are 
probably the best organisa- 
tion in sports, period, and 
I’m glad to be a part of that, 
and I want to be a part of 
that for the rest of ray 
career,” he said. 

“I'm looking for a world 
series (win).” 

This will mark Sanders's 
second stint with the Reds, 
who traded him to the 
Giants in July of 1995. 

In his 494-game career. 
Sanders is a .264 hitter 
with 33 homers, 141 RBI 
and 127 steals. He is the 
only player ever to lead a 
league in triples while 
playing less than 100 
games, stroking 14 for the 
Braves in 97 contests in 
1992. 



UEFA attempts to unravel 
Bosnian League problem 


LISBON (R) — Bosnian teams will 
not be allowed to compete in European 
competitions until the rivat factions 
there agree which clubs represent the 
country, UEFA. President Lennart 
Johansson said Thursday. There are 
currently three bodies in Bosnia — the 
Muslim League, the Croatian League 
and the Serb League — each organis- 
ing their own league and Cup champi- 
onships. All three are affiliated to the 
Bosnia-Herzegovina football federa- 
tion, which is recognised by FIFA. 

But UEFA is not prepared to admit 
three teams from each of the leagues 
into Europe’s three cup competitions 
— the European Cup, the Cup 
Winners' Cup and the UEFA Cup. 
They want the leagues to agree on one 
representative for each competition. 


So far no solution to the problem has 
been found and UEFA have now called 
for an urgent meeting between the 
leagues, the Bosnian Football 
Federation and FIFA to resolve the 
matter before the end of this season. 

Johansson said on Thursday: “We 
are not prepared to deal with three 
football associations from one country. 
We will only deal with one entity. We 
cannot have three Bosnian champion 
teams in the European Cup for exam- 
ple. It cannot happen.” 

A UEFA source said one possible 
solution would a series of play-offs to 
establish what would effectively be a 
single Bosnian champion or Cup win- 
ning team. 

Soccer is returning to some degree of 
normality in Bosnia. 


FIFA, world soccer’s ruling body, 
recently agreed home World Cup 
matches can be played in the refur- 
bished Kosevo Stadium in Sarajevo 
after earlier insisting Bosnia's home 
matches should be played on neutral 
territory. 

After playing their opening world 
cup qualifier against Croatia in Italy 
last October. Bosnia's first World Cup 
match scheduled for Sarajevo is 
against Greece on April 2. 

As a result of FIFA's ruling for the 
national team. UEFA agreed on 
Thursday that the Bosnian Under-21 
team, which comes under its jurisdic- 
tion, could also play its matches at 
home. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Rodman’s pal joins Nets 

EAST RUTHERFORD. New Jersey (AFP) — Jack Haley, 
best known as the best friend and calming influence on 
erratic Dennis Rodman, signed a contract Thursday with 
the National Basketball Association New Jersey Nets. The 
Nets . 11-30. scored a club-low 62 points in a loss to 
Cleveland two days ago. They have lost nine of 1 1, includ- 
ing three in a row. Haley spent part of last season on the 
NBA champion Chicago Bulls, in part to help keep 
Rodman in line, a role similar to one he played with the 
flamboyant fellow forward in San Antonio. With Haley 
gone this season. Rodman lost his cool and kicked a pho- 
tographer during a game, resulting in an 1 1-game suspen- 
sion that will last another 10 days. 

Blair backs World Cup bid 

LONDON (AFP) — Labour leader Tony Blair announced 
Thursday that he will make every effort to ensure foot- 
ball’s 2006 World Cup comes to Britain if his party is 
voted into power later this year. “We are actually going to 
put it in our manifesto, so right up front we are going to 
give it every single bit of energy' and force that we can.” 
Blair said before a meeting with England coach Glenn 
Hoddle. “I think it is a very sound bid. I think it is right 
that it comes to Britain then.” Labour's sports spokesman 
Jack Cunningham rejected suggestions that England's 
hosting of the European Championships last year was so 
recentlhai it undermined the chances of staging the World 
Cup. “I think actually the huge’ success of^Eufb /*96 
strengthens our bid,” he said. 

Becker adviser in tax fraud probe 

MUNICH (AFP) — The business adviser to tennis star 
Boris Becker is being investigated for tax fraud it was 
revealed here on Friday. But magistrate Manfred Wick 
declined to say if the action against Axel Meyer- Woelden 
was linked to a search carried out in Becker's house by tax 
inspectors shortly before Christmas. Last December the 
mass circulation Bild Zeitung revealed that tax inspectors 
had searched Becker's home as part of a probe into his tax 
situation for 1990 to No. 1 lived in the tax haven of 
Monaco. Bild said four inspectors left his house armed 
with several dossiers although a spokesman for Munich's 
tax authorities refused to confirm or deny the story. Becker 
himself was not at home at the time of the inspectors' visit. 

Capobianco hearing postponed 

MONTE CARLO (R) — The arbitration panel of the 
International Amateur Athletic Federation which was to 
review the doping case of Australian sprinter Dean 
Capobianco next month has been postponed until march, 
the IAAF said Thursday. The IAAF said in a statement it 
had agreed to a request by Capobianco's lawyers for a 
postponement and the panel would now meet on March 
15-16 instead of February 8-9. It is the second time this 
month that Capobianco's case has been postponed. The 
IAAF asked earlier in January for more time to examine 
the Australian's claims that a positive dope test in 
Hengelo, Netherlands in May last year could have been 
caused by eating contaminated meat. Capobianco. a for- 
mer world championships 200 metres finalist, faces a four- 
year ban if he is found guilty. The 26-year-old was cleared 
to run in the Atlanta Olympics after an independent tri- 
bunal representing athletics Australia decided there were 
irregularities in the handling of the urine sample given by 
Capobianco. 

Ceron out of London marathon 

LONDON (R) — Dionicio Ceron. winner of the London 
Marathon for the past three years, said on Thursday he 
would not run in this year’s race. “London has become 
very special to me, but after being champion for three 
years I recognise it is now time For me to have a look at 
my race career and tackle new events.” the Mexican ath- 
lete said in 3 statement. Ceron was the first three-time 
winner of the marathon through London’s city centre and 
organisers, who issued his statement, said they hoped he 
would take part in future races. Nearly 40.000 people will 
take part in the marathon which will be held on April 13. 

Zoff leaves Lazio presidency 

ROME (R) — Dino Zoff stepped down temporarily as 
Lazio president on Thursday, a day after the head of the 
Italian coaches' union said he could not combine the job 
with coaching the Italian Serie A soccer club. "I have 
decided to stand down as president while I am coach” the 
Gazzetta Dello Sport newspaper quoted Zoff as saying. 
Coaches' union head Azeglio Vicini. who also coached 
Italy to the 1990 World Cup. said on Wednesday that 
Zoff’s appointment as Lazio coach in place of the fired 
Czech Zdenek Zeman contravened his union’s rules. The 
union does not allow coaches to have other major func- 
tions within a club, such as being president. Zoff, who 
won the World Cup as Italy's captain and goalkeeper in 
1982, has said his return to the bench is only a stopgap and 
a new coach will be in charge next season. 


Bowe to join Marines 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
While Mike Tyson and 
Evander Holyfield arc plan- 
ning a $50 million-dollar 
rematch. Riddick Bowe is 
headed for marine “boot 
camp.” 

Former world heavy- 
weight boxing champion 
Bowe said Thursday he will 
join the United Stales 
Marines and not fight again 
until the end of the year. 

Bowe enlisted in the U.S. 
Marine Corps reserves this 
week. He expects to report 
to Parris Island. South 
Carolina, on February 10 
for eight weeks of boot 
camp, the first formal 
instruction period for new 
recruits. 

“This is something 1 have 
wanted to do all my life." 
Bowe said. 

“Now. I am looking for- 
ward to becoming a marine 
with the same determina- 
tion and commitment that 
made me champion.” 

The three-year commit- 
ment includes camp and 
one weekend a month 
attached to a marine reserve 
unit near his residence out- 
side Washington. Bowe said 
he will return to the ring in 
April once boor camp is 
completed. 

The decision means Bowe 
will not fight again until his 
manager. Rock Newman, is 
done with a one-year sus- 
pension imposed after a 
post-fight brawl last year in 
Madison Square Garden 


when Bowe first fought 
Andrew Golota. 

“Conquering this new 
challenge has truly ener- 
gised Riddick” Newman 
said. "He is passionately 
consumed with becoming a 
Marine and I am very happy 
to see him realising another 
of his dreams.” 

Bowe. 26. is 40-1 with 
one drawn and has 32 
knockouts. He last fought 
on December 14. when he 
was awarded his second 
straight disqualification win 
over Golota for low blows. 

Holyfield lost the undis- 
puted World Championship 
to Bowe in 1992. Bowe 
dropped the World Boxing 
Council crown and then lost 
the World Boxing 
Association and 

International Boxing 
Federation titles to 
Holyfield in 1993. Bowe 
later won a non-title 
rematch with Holyfield. 

Bowe has been shut out of 
the major title picture, but 
Marine service will require 
him to stay fit. That coulfl 
make him dangerous at the 
end of the year, once the 
heavyweight championship 
puzzle is clearer. 

Lennox Lewis and Oliver 
McCall fight for the vacant 
WBC crown next month. 
Holyfield defends his WBA 
title against Tyson on May 
3 and Michael Moorer will 
defend the 1BF champi- 
onship in March. 


INDEPENDENT FURNISHED 
FLOOR FOR RENT IN ABDOUN 

Consisting of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, salon and 
lounge, dining area, kitchen, separate telephone line, 
central heating, garage and separate entrance. Annual 
rent JD 7,000. 

Location: Orthodox Club Street, near the 
Housing Bank branch, Tel.: 815304. 


JOB VACANCY 

A non-profit organisation is seeking to recruit bright 
young entrepreneur with lots of energy forenior 
management position: 

Responsibilities: Lead, plan, organise, design, 
manage and control all phases of the organisation 
and its development into a sustainable microfinance 
institution. 

Qualifications: Bachelor degree in analytical field, 
MBA strongly preferred: ability to train and manage 
team; experience in Community Development and 
prior management experience preferred but not 
required; knowledge of computers; excellent! 
interpersonal and analytical skills; and demonstrable 
business skills required. Fluency in English and 
Arabic also required. 

If interested, please send your CV to 
Fax 612902 


Under the Patronage of Her Royal Highness 
Princess Rania Al-Abdullah 

Jordan River Designs 
A 

The Royal Society for the Conservation of Nature 


- cordially invite you to the 
EAMADAMiAr 
exhibition 


Of unique products from Wadi Dana Nature Reserve: 
silver nature jewelry, chemical-free jams, dried fruit, 
herbs, earthen pots 

And JRD handmade ornaments for Ramadan: 

tablecloths, candles, calendars, baskets of foodstuff, 
embroidered accessories 




At 9am - 8pm on Sim. 19 Jan. - Mon.10 Feb. 97 
At JRD showroom. Jabal Amman. 1st Circle. Rainbow SL. 
Opposite Firas Printing Press. For details call 613081 




i2 News 


Jordan limes, Saturday, February 1, 1997 


U.S. sees human rights 
improving in W. Bank 
but faults Israel, PNA 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Israel's withdrawal from 
parts of the West Bank 
improved the human right 
situation there last year, but 
both Israeli and Palestinian 
authorities committed “seri- 
ous abuses”, a U.S. report 
said Thursday. 

“The redeployment of the 
(Israeli army) from most 
major Palestinian popular- 
tion areas in the West Bank 
in December 1995 ... signif- 
icantly reduced” problems 
in the occupied areas, the 
State Department said in its 
annual rights report. 

But the report, covering 
every country except the 
United States, said both 
Israel and the Palestinian 
National Authority, or PNA, 
which took control in areas 
vacated by Israel, “were 
responsible for serious 
human rights abuses” in 
1996. 

The survey said there 
were “credible reports that 
Israeli authorities continue 
to abuse and torture 
Palestinian detainees and 
prisoners” and that an 
Israeli undercover unit 
killed a Palestinian* com- 
pared with 10 such deaths in 
1995. 

But it said there were also 
credible reports that the 
PNA “continues to abuse 
and torture detainees”, four 
of whom had died in its cus- 
tody last year. 

Israeli prison conditions 
were “poor". while 
Palestinian prison condi- 
tions were “very poor”, it 


said. 

The U.S. report also took 
issue with PNA violations 
of freedom of speech. The 
authority, it said, “continued 
io harass, detain and abuse 
journalists and political 
activists who criticised the 
PNA.” 

The survey of 194 coun- 
tries and territories singled 
out terrorist attacks by 
Hamas and Islamic Jihad in 
early 1996 and the violence 
which followed Israel’s 
opening of a a new entrance 
to tunnel which runs along- 
side the Al Aqsa mosque 
complex. 

To prevent future vio- 
lence, “Israeli authorities in 
some cases mistreated pris- 
oners to obtain informa- 
tion.” the report said, 
adding that the PNA used 
“excessive force” in search- 
es and closed two newspa- 
pers. 

The Palestinians also 
“strongly discourage dis- 
senting views,” according 
to the report, which cited 
credible reports of the tor- 
ture of prisoners at the 
hands of the PNA. Israeli 
undercover units were also 
charged in the report with 
killing suspects who might 
have been taken alive 

Turning to violence-tom 
Algeria, the State 
Department found that the 
Algiers government's 
human rights performance 
“improved somewhat" but 
that there were “continued 
serious human rights abus- 
es.” 


Security forces carried out 
“extrajudicial killings”, 
were responsible for numer- 
ous disappearances, rou- 
tinely tortured detainees 
and arbitrarily arrested 
many people suspected of 
involvement with armed 
groups, it said. 

But opposition groups, 
which have been conduct- 
ing a widespread insur- 
gency since elections were 
cancelled in 1992, also 
committed numerous seri- 
ous abuses, killing thou- 
sands of civilians, it said 

The report again excoriat- 
ed the “rogue regimes” in 
the Middle East that are on 
the State Department’s list 
of states that support terror- 
ism. 

Iraq’s Ba’athist govern- 
ment “exercises absolute 
dictatorial authority”, while 
“repressive regimes in Iran, 
Syria and Libya are respon- 
sible for the systematic 
denial of their citizens’ 
basic human rights,” it said 

The report saw no sign of 
significant improvement in 
Iran, with abuses including 
“extrajudicial killings” and 
summary executions, disap- 
pearances and widespread 
torture. Tehran’s ruling cler- 
ics also effectively con- 
trolled elections, it said. 

Washington’s alliance 
with Saudi Arabia did not 
prevent sharp criticism of 
the kingdom’s human rights 
practices. The Saudi gov- 
ernment, it said “commits 
and tolerates serious human 
rights abuses" (see page 2 ). 



An Israeli policeman wrestles a Palestinian to the ground after he tried to break through 
an army roadblock to cross into Jerusalem at the Bethlehem-Jerusalem checkpoint on 
Friday to pray at the Al Aqsa Mosque on the fourth Friday of Ramadan (Reuters photo) 


300,000 perform Ramadan 
prayers at Al Aqsa Mosque 


Saudi said shopping for fighter jets 


WASHINGTON (R) — The United States 
said on Thursday that Saudi Arabia was 
shopping for jet fighters but reacted cau- 
tiously to a report that Riyadh will buy up 
to 100 Lockheed Martin Corporation F-I6s 
in a multibillion-dollar deal 

The Washington Tunes said on Thursday 
that Saudi Defence Minister Prince Sultan 
was expected to bring a formal request for 
the F-I6s to Washington next month in the 
latest in a long string of U.S. arms deals 
with the wealthy Gulf kingdom. 

“They have asked us some time ago about 


pricing information, which we provided. 


ley have also been discussing this with 
contractors,” Defence Department 
Spokesman Ken Bacon told reporters in 
response to questions. 

“We do not have any formal request or 
proposal from the government of Saudi 
Arabia about purchasing F-16s and there- 
fore I can’t go beyond that and give you any 
more details,” Mr. Bacon added. 

The Times, quoting U.S. government offi- 
cials. said the deal could reach $30 billion. 
But industry officials said on F-16 cost $25 
million, making such a deal worth about 
$2.5 billion before adding the price of 
maintenance support and costly air-to-air 
missiles. 

Mr. Bacon said the Saudis were seeking 
replacements for their ageing fleet of 1 14 F- 
5 fighters bought from the United States in 
years past 

The White House and Lockheed said that 


the report was premature. 

“There is a lot of enthusiasm in a lot of 
places for the idea, but we have received no 
official request or contract for that kind of 
sale from the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,” 
Wljite House spokesman Mike McCuiry 
told reporters. 

“The report is premature,” Norman 
Robbins, a spokesman for Lockheed’s tacti- 
cal aircraft division in Fort Worth, Texas, 
told Reuters. He said talks had been under 
way but stressed that any deal would have 
to be approved by the two governments. 

In addition to the the 114 F-5 jets, the 
Saudis are now flying 98 more advanced F- 
15 C and d model fighters built by 
McDonnell Douglas Corporation. 

Saudi Arabia bought an additional 72 
advanced F-15S model ground attack jets 
from McDonnell in 1994 for $9.2 billion 
and have taken delivery of 17 of those, 
.according to U.S. Air Force officials. 

A new sale of fighter jets to the Saudis 
would come at a time of tension between 
Washington and Riyadh over two bombings 
in Saudi Arabia in a little over a year that 
have killed 24 Americans. 

U.S. officials this month accused the 
Saudis of a lack of full cooperation in a 
joint investigation of the truck bombing of 
a military housing complex in Dhahran'iast 
June 25 that killed 19 U.S. troops. 

Five other Americans and two Indians 
died in a bombing at a Saudi National 
Guard facility in Riyadh in late 1995. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AP) — 
Nearly 300.000 Muslims offers prayers at 
the Al Aqsa Mosque compound under 
heavy Israeli security to mark the fourth 
Friday of Ramadan, and the prayer leader 
accused Israel of harassing the Holy City’s 
Palestinians. 

Some 3,000 Israeli police and paramili- 
tary border police patrolled in and around 
the walled Old City where the Islamic 
shrines are located. Police closed down- 
town streets to cars, and stopped many 
Palestinian pedestrians for identity checks. 
At one checkpoint, a bomb-sniffing dog 
checked the trunk of a car. 

Ramadan, is a time of increased religious 
fervor, and Israel is concerned about possi- 
ble attacks by militants. 

In Hebron, scuffles broke out Friday 
when the army tried to stop worshippers 
from reaching the Ibrahimi Mosque, the 
West Bank city's main holy site, where 
some 4,000 people were already praying. 

It was the third Friday in a row that such 
shoving matches occurred during noon 
prayers in the divided city. One Palestinian 
was arrested but no injuries were reported. 

For Friday prayers. Israeli troops eased 
their longstanding closure which bars most 
Palestinians from the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip from entering Jerusalem. Palestinians 
over the age of 30 were let through army 
checkpoints ringing Jerusalem. 

Abdullah Harb, an Islamic court judge 
from the West Bank town of Ramallah. said 
he was turned away by troops on the out- 
skirts of Jerusalem because he is only 29. 
Sheikh Harb, dressed in a white robe and 
prayer cap, said he found a back road and 
got to Jerusalem. 

Worshippers kneeling in neat rows filled 
the mosques and courtyards of the 11 -acre 
compound. A police helicopter hovered 


above. 

The prayer leader, Yousef Abu Sneineh, 
accused Israel’s right-wing government of 
intransigence. “The government doesn't 
care about peace,” Sheikh Abu Sneineh 
said in his sermon. “It is offering peace for 
peace, and not land-for-peace.” 

Sheikh Abu Sneineh complained of Israeli 
restrictions on Palestinians living in 
Jerusalem. He said hundreds of Palestinians 
who lived abroad temporarily had their 
Jerusalem residency permits revoked by the 
Israeli government in an attempt to reduce 
the number of Arabs in the city. 

“They (the Israelis) have not stopped their 
harassment against our Muslim people,” 
Sheikh Abu Sneineh said. 

He also said the Arab World, especially 
the Gulf states, have done little to strength- 
en the Palestinian claim to East Jerusalem. 

“The oil countries have billions of dollars, 
but we never heard of any Islamic project in 
the city,” he said. 

Last week, Israeli-Arab Islamists revealed 
photos they said were of two tunnels being 
dug under Al Aqsa Mosque complex that 
threatened the mosque with collapse. 

Israeli officials have denied the charges, 
saying the tunnels were archaeological digs 
which were stopped and closed in the 
1970s. 

Violence broke out across the West Bank 
and in Gaza in September when 
Palestinians protested the opening of an 
archaeological tunnel running alongside the 
mosque complex that they said was damag- 
ing Islam's third holiest site. 

More than 80 people were killed, includ- 
ing four Palestinians who died when Israeli 
border guards opened fire on worshippers 
in Al Aqsa complex during stone-throwing 
protests. 


Uday could risk total paralysis with surgery 


By Jamal Halaby 

The Associaied Press 


AMMAN — Saddam 
Hussein's oldest son risks 
total paralysis if he opes for 
surgery to remove bullets 
lodged in his pelvis and 
near his spine since an 
assassination attempt* 
sources said. 

Uday. widely considered 
President Saddam's heir 
apparent, has been partial- 
ly paralysed since being 
shot Dec. 12 during an 
attack in an upscale 
Baghdad suburb, they said. 

Uday, 32. was thought to 
have suffered some paraly- 
sis based on appearances 
on Iraqi television in 
which he was shown not 
moving his legs. But the 
sources gave the most 
detailed description yet of 
Uday’s condition. 

The latest on his condi- 
tion followed rumors of 
turmoil in President 
Saddam’s inner circle and 
coincided with reports by 
dissident groups that 6,000 
Iraqi troops have been sent 
near the border with 
Kuwait. 

Speaking from Amman 
the dissidents said at least 
two brigades of special 
forces were sent to the 
southern city of Basra over 


the past few days and were 
deployed in palm tree 
groves just outside the city. 

The groves’ landlords, 
workers and their families 
have been asked to leave 
the area along the strategic 
Shatt Al Arab waterway in 
the northern tip of the 
Gulf. 

Opposition groups in 
London said the deploy- 
ment could be linked to a 
recent surge in rebel 
attacks against government 
and security officials in 
Basra. 480 kilometers 
south of Baghdad. 

The United States said 
this week that Iraq had 
launched extensive mili- 
tary exercises that again 
could threaten Kuwait. 
Iraq denied the charges 
Thursday, describing them, 
together with reports of 
unrest within Saddam's 
inner circle, as lies. 

At the Pentagon in 
Washington, spokesman 
Kenneth Bacon was asked 
about the activity of the 
Iraqi forces. 

“Right now, it appears to 
be training but we want to 
make sure it remains train- 
ing and not - something 
else,” he said; ■ ■ 

Mr. Bacon noted that 
President Saddam 

“changes his military lead- 


ers from time to rime" and 
apparently needs io allow 
them to conduct such exer- 
cises. 

Quoting an Iraqi opposi- 
tion group, the sources 
speaking in Amman about 
odai's condition said two 
French physicians who 
arrived in Baghdad last 
month to check on him 
returned home this week. 

“They did what they can, 
but odai’s condition is very 
complex.” said one of the 
sources, whose govern- 
ment was well-informed 
on the physicians' experi- 
ences in Baghdad. 

The source said the doc- 
tors, whom he declined to 
identify, operated three 
times on odai and removed 
several bullets. 

“But they were unable to 
remove one or two bullets 
that lodged in a sensitive 
area in the lower pan of the 
spinal cord because that 
suigery could lead to total 
and permanent paralysis,” 
the source said. 

Another source, who 
maintains close contacts 
with the Iraqi regime, said 
“it's pretty bad that he’s 
left with no choice but to 
undergo a very sensitive 
surgery that could leave 
him paralysed forever.” 

The sources insisted they 


not be identified further. 

Iraq has sought to dispar- 
age reports that odai was 
seriously wounded. He has 
made several appearances 
on Iraqi television in the 
past few weeks, lying in 
bed in Baghdad's Ibn Sina 
Hospital with his legs and 
much of his Torso covered. 

The most recent appear- 
ance was in 10 minutes of 
footage Wednesday, show- 
ing Uday smiling and 
chatting with his guests, 
who included cabinet min- 1 
istere and security officers. 

The scenes apparently 
were filmed at different 
times since Uday 
appeared with a beard at 
one point, then without the 
beard. 

He was wearing a white 
hospital shin and his right 
arm and right leg were 
seen to move. There was 
no visible movement in the 
left arm. His left hand rest- 
ed on his stomach and the 
fingers moved slightly. 

Iraq has sought to blame 
the attack on odai on 
neighbouring Iran, with 
whom it fought an eight- 
year war in the 1980s. Iran 
has denied. 


Iraqi oil deal fund 
gets nearly $240m 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — Money paid into an escrow 
account holding proceeds from the sale of Iraqi oil was to 
total $239 million by the end of the day. when a deposit of 
$23.4 million was expected, a U.N. spokesman said on 
Thursday. 

The account, at the New York branch of the Banque 
Nationale de Paris, was opened under an oil-for-food deal 
that became effective on Dec. 10. 

It enables Iraq to sell $2 billion of oil over six months to 
buy food, medicine and other humanitarian supplies to help 
offset the effects of sanctions imposed since its 1990 inva- 
sion of Kuwait. 

The U.N. spokesman. Juan Carlos Brandt, said $24 mil- 
lion was paid into the escrow account on Jan. 27 and $21 
milb’on on Jan. 28. 

Thirty per cent of the proceeds from the oil sales are ear- 
marked for a U.N. compensation commission, which deals 
with reparations for victims of the Iraqi invasion. 

He said $81 million from the oil sales had been disbursed 
from the account so far, including $52 million for the com- 
pensation commission. The rest went for other costs relat- 
ing to the Gulf war. 

On Wednesday five more contracts worth a total of some 
$22 million were submitted to the Security Council's Iraqi 
Sanctions Committee for the purchase by Iraq of various 
items funded by the “oil-for-food” deal, Mr. Brandt said. 

These contracts were for the sale by Jordan of toilet 
cleaner, detergent powder and tea. 

The tea sale was to be approved automatically under a so- 
called “no objection” procedure if no member of the 15- 
nation committee raised any objections by a 5 p m. Est 
(2200 GMT) Friday deadline. The non-food contracts are 
subject to a seven-day “no objection” deadline. 

Mr. Brandt said a contract submitted last week for the 
sale by Vietnam of detergent powder believed to be worth 
$5 million had been put on hold. He gave no reason 


Cyprus 
offers to 
call off 
missile 
purchase 


DAVOS (Agencies) — 
Cyprus President Glafcos 
Clerides said Friday he will 
cancel controversial plans to 
deploy Russian-made anti- 
aircraft missiles if a settle- 
ment is reached witfr 
Turkey over the divided' 
island. 

When asked by AFP if the 
$420 million missile deal 
would be cancelled in 
exchange for a settlement, 
Mr_ Clerides responded: “Of 
course, we don’t want to 
waste money.” 

Mr. Clerides’ comments 
on die sidelines of the World 
Economic Forum came as 
the international community 
was attempting to quell 
mounting tensions cm the 
island caused by the missile 
deal and Turkish threats to 
retaliate if the weapons are 
deployed. 

He said Turkey, which 
occupies the northern third 
of Cyprus, had “an exagger- 
ated reaction” to the missiles 
since they were defensive, 
adding that his government 
was striving for a diplomatic 
solution. 

The missiles are not due to’ 
arrive on the island until 
mid- 1 998. 

“A military solution will 
have disastrous conse- 
quences for all Cypriots, 
Greeks and Turks alike,” 
said Mr. Clerides. leader of 
the Greek-Cypriot commu- 
nity on the island. 

He also urged the interna- 
tional community to coordi- 
nate its diplomatic efforts, 
under the direction of the 
United Nations, in finding a 
solution to ending Cyprus^ 
23-year division. 

The United States, the 
European. -Union (ELQt-^nd 
Russia have all ’indicated ra 
desire to help find a solution 1 
to the Cyprus problem in 
1997. 

“Our position is that if 
these initiatives are going ’to 
be effective and not cause a 
chaotic situation, that they 
should be coordinated,” he 
said. 

Mr. Clerides reiterated his 
government’s proposal that 
the island be demilitarised 
and a multinational force be 
deployed to maintain peace 
between the Greek-Cypriot 
and Turkish-Cypriot com- 
munities. 

“This international force 
will have a mandate from 
the (U.N.) Security Council 
automatically to intervene if 
either community puts at 
risk the other community, or 
if it puts at risk the indepen- 
dence and territorial integri- 
ty of the republic of 
Cyprus,” he said. 

Cyprus has been divided 
since 1974 when Turkish 
mainland troops occupied 
the north after a right-wing 
coup in Bicosia aimed at 
unification with Greece. 

Turkey said meanwhile . 
that it would not accept 
Greek sovereignty over sev- 
eral Aegean islets which 
Ankara says do not belong 
to Athens under internation- 
al accords. 

“Attempts by Greece io 
change the status of 
(Aegean) Islands, islets and 
rocks, which have not been 
left to that country by inter- 
national agreements, cannot; 
be accepted by us,” Foreign * 
Ministry spokesman Omer- 
Akbel said in a statement. 

His remarks came on the 
anniversary of last year’s 
crisis between the rival 
NATO members over the 
sovereignty of a handful of 
rocky islets, called Kardak 
by Ankara and Imia by 
Athens, situated a few kilo- 
metres from the Turkish 
mainland. 

The two countries sent 
marines to two neighbouring 
islets in a sign of an immi- 
nent armed confrontation, 
but then withdrew their 
troops after heavy diplomat- 
ic pressure by the United 
States. 

However, since the inci- 
dent late last January, ten- 
sions have remained’ high 
between the two arch-rivals 
who have also clashed over 
Cyprus. 



Britain opens Hong 
I Kong ‘consulate’ 


HONG KONG (AP) — 
Princess Anne formally 
opened the consulate that will 
serve Britain when it ceases 
to be Hong Kong’s colonial 

ruler in July. The presence of 
Anne. Queen Elizabeth ITs 
daughter, highlighted the ele- 
giac nature of Thursday's 
event. Anne is likely to be 
last high-ranking royal to 
• visit Hong Kong before ber 
; brother, Prince Charles, offi- 
ciates at the July 1 handover 
to Chinese rule. The hine- 
story, granite-walled com- 
plex of die consulate and 
attached British council over- 
looks Victoria Harbor, named 
for the monarch who reigned 
when Britain seized Hong 
Kong from China in 1841. 
Accompanied by Governor 
Chris Panen and British 
Minister for Hong Kong 
Jeremy Hanley, Anne wore 
red, a colour that Chinese 
take to symbolise good for- 
tune. She unveiled a plaque 
and watched a traditional lion 
dance. 


Seagal to accompany 
Dalai Lama on 
Taiwan visit 


TAIPEI (AP) — Steven 
Seagal, Hollywood action 
star and follower of the Dalai 
Lama, says he will accompa- 
ny the Tibetan Buddhist 
leader on a visit to Thiwan in 
March, an official newspaper 
said Thursday. Seagal pre- 
sented a traditional Tibetan 
Haida Silk scarf to Taiwanese 
President Lee Teng-Hui, and 
the two exchanged views on 
religion and society during a 
meeting at the presidential 
office Wednesday, said the 
Central Daily News, journal 
of Lee’s governing 
Nationalist Party. Seagal, 
partly educated in Japan, 
spoke in ' english and 
Japanese With' Lee. The star 
of the “Under Siege” films 
and last year’s “Glimmer 
Man” thanked L6e fetf invit- 
ing the fi&ai l-ama Lee, a. 
Presbyterian, invited Seagal 
to visit again. And Seagal 
promised to accompany toe 
Dalai Lama on his trip. 


Skater gets away 
with licence 


HARTFORD, Connecticut 
(AP) — Because of a legal 
loophole, figure skater 
Oksana Baiu] can keep her 
driver's license even though 
she flunked a blood-alcohol 
test When Baiul drove ber 
car off the road Jan. 12, she 
had a blood-alcohol content . 
of .168 well above the .10 
state limit and eight times 
above the limit for drivers 
under 21 , police said. But the 
state Department of Motor 
Vehicles cannot suspend the 
1 9-year-old’s license because 
the blood-alcohol test was 
given at the hospital, not by 
police. She received stitches 
for a head injuiy. Certain 
steps have to be followed al 
the scene of a drunken dri- 
ving incident for the DMV to 
suspend a license, said John 
Yacavone, chief of the legal 
sendees division. Baiul could 
have her license suspended 
for 30 days if convicted of 
reckless driving. Police esti- 
mate that she was driving 156 
kilometres per hour when her 
car went off the road. She is 

due in court Tuesday. 

Moonies fight 
parking tickets 


WOODSTOCK, New York 
(AP) — A group of moon 
worshipers has successfully 
battled parking tickets on 
religious grounds. Ulster 
County Court Justice Syd- 
ney Slayton, in • a decision 
released Tuesday, ruled that 
the town of Woodstock 
placed parking restrictions on 
a rural road merely to stop the 
religious group from using a 
nearby meadow for their ritu- 
als. For decades, moon wor- 
shipers have gathered once 
every full moon on a field 
known as Magic Meadow, a 
privately owned plot of land 
kept open to the public by toe 
Woodstock Guild of 
Craftsmen. In 1994, neigh- 
bours complained abo-ut the 
music and chanting. The 
town responded by banninji ' 
patkmg on Mead’s Mountain 
road from sunset to sunrise. 
Four lunar worshipers ticket- 
ed in 1995 took the town to 
court 
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